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Mrs COOK E, of Stoke-Newingron. 


MAD AM, 


Four years ago the world was favoured, 


through your means, with a volume of Doc- 


tor Owen's ſermons, which never before ap- 

ared in print; and it is at your inſtance 
that the the following ſacramental diſcourſes 
of that ſame venerable Divine are now made 
public. Hereby, Madam, you at once ex- 
preſs your high value and juſt eſteem for 
the memory and works of that incompara- 
ble author, with your generous concern, and 
preyailing deſire of being ſerviceable to the 
cauſe of Chriſt, a cauſe much more dear to 
you than all the worldly poſſeſſions with 
which the providence of God has bleſſed you. 


Wrru the greateſt ſincerity it may be 
ſaid, your conſtant affection to the habita- 


tion of God's houſe, your ſteady adherence 


to the peculiar doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
your kind regards to the faithful miniſters of 
the goſpel, your extenſive benevolence to 
the indigent and the diſtreſſed, your affabili- 
ty to all you converſe with, and, in a word, 
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(iv) 
your readineſs to every good work, are ſo 


ſpread abroad, that, as the apoftle ſays to 
the Theſſalon ans, there is no need to ſpeak 


any thing. 


Tnar the Lord would prolong your valu- 
able life, daily refreſh your ſoul with the 
dew of his grace, and enable you, when the 


hour of death approaches, to rejoice in the 
full proſpect of eternal life through our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, is the prayer, 
Mapan,, 
Of your a ectionate 


and obedient Servant, 


Took's Court, 
Curſitor-ſtreet, 
March 4. 1760, 


RICHARD WINTER. 
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HE preceding dedication is ſufficient 

to acquaint the public, that theſe ſa- 
cramental diſcourſes are the genuine pro- 
ductions of that great man of God, Doctor 
Joun Owen, who was for ſome time in the 
laſt age vice-chancellor of Oxford. They 
enter the world through the fame channel, 
as his thirteen ſermons on various occaſions, 
publiſhed four years fince, viz. They were 
at firſt taken in ſhort-hand from the Doctor's 
mouth, and by the late Sir John Hartopp, 


Baronet, Mrs Cook's pious grandfather, 
were tranſcribed into long-hand. 


Mr Matthew Henry has this note in his 
annotations on 2 Kings ii. © There are re- 
mains of great and good men, which like 
Elijah's mantle, ought to be gathered up, 
and preſerved by the ſurvivors 3 their fay- 
ings, their writings, their examples; that 
as their works follow them in the reward of 
them, they may ſtay behind in the benefit 
of them.” Not that our faith 1s to ſtand in 
the wiſdom of men : the bible alone is the 
ſtandard of truth; and there we are bid to 
go by the footſteps of the flock; and to 
keep the paths of the righteous. There is 
a ſtrange itch in the minds of men after no- 


velties ; and it is too common a caſe, that 
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they who are for ſtriking out ſomething new 
in divinity are ready to pour contempt on 


the valuable writings of thoſe who are gone 
before them; and even the moſt learned, 


peaceable and pious men ſhall not eſcape 
their unrighteous cenſures. This 1s netori- 
ous in the conduct of thoſe who embrace 


the new icheme. 


If we inquire of the former age, we ſhall 
find there flouriſhed in it ſome of the great- 
eſt and beſt of men, for whole printed works 
many acknowledge they have abundant 
cauſe to bleſs God to eternity. Among theſe 
the writings of Doctor Owen ſhine with a 
peculiar luſtre, in the judgment of judicious 


Chriſtians; and I am perſuaded, they who 


eruſe them with the ſpirit of love and of a 
ſound mind will be as far from aſſerting, that 
in his manner of maintaining the doctrine 
of faith, his right arm appeared to be 
weakened,” as from ſaying, that his right 


eye was darkened, and unable to diſcern 


the object of it. 


As to the following diſ-ourſes, which the 
Doctor calls familiar exerciſes, they are now 
printed in hopes they will be made uſeful, 


through the divine bleſſing, to aſſiſt the me- 


ditations of Chriſtians of all denominations 
in their approaches to the Lord's table, ſee- 
ing they are ſo well adapted to anſwer that 


ſacred purpoſe. 


DISCOURSE T. 


October 10. 1669. 


- 4Lanv. 23. 


For he hath made him to be fin for us, who knew no Ain; 


that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him. 


I SHALL not enter into the opening of this ſcripture, but 


only propoſe ſome few things, that may be a ſuita- 


ble ſubject for your preſent meditation, 1 


There are three things concerning God the Father; 


three things concerning the Son; and three thin 
concerning ourſelves; all in theſe. words that I have 
mentioned, and all ſuitable for us to be acting faith 


upon. 


I. I would conſider, if the Lord help me, the /over- 
eienty of God the Father, his zu/tice and his grace. His 
ſovereignty ; He made him; God the Father made him. 
His juitice ; He made him to be fin; a ſacrifice and an 
offering for fin. And his grace; * that we might be 
made the righteouſneſs of God in Chriſt,”? | 

. The ſoveretgnty of God. I could mention, that 
this ſovereignty of God extends itſelf to all perſons choſ- 
en, and ſhew for whom Chriſt ſhould be made fin; for 
he was not made fin for all, but for them who became the 
righteouſneſs of God in him.—Alſfo the ſovereignty of 
God over things, diſpenſing with the law ſo far, that he 


ſuffered for fin, who knew no fin: and we, who had fin- 


ned, were let go free. The ſovereignty of God in ap- 
pointing the Son to this work; he made him; for none 
elſe could: he was the ſervant of the Father. So 
that the whole foundation of this great tranſaction lies 
in the ſovereignty of God over perſons and things, in re- 
ference unto Chriſt, Let us then remember to bow 


1 
down to the ſovereignty of God in this ordinance of the 
Lord's ſupper. 

2. There is the juice of God. He made him to be 
fin, imputed fin unto him, reckoned unto him all the fins 
of the ele&, cauſed all our fins to meet upon him, made 
him a ſin-offering, a ſacrifice for ſin, laid all the puniſh- 
ment of our ſins upon him. To this end he ſent him forth 
to be a propitiation for ſin, to declare his righteouſneſs. 
The Lord help us to remember, that his righteouſneſs is 
in a ſpecial manner exalted by the death of Chriſt. 
He would not ſave us any other way but by making him 
fin. 

3. There is the grace of God manifeſts itſelf in the 
aim and deſigu of God in all this matter. What did 
God aim at? It was that we might become the righ- 

teouſneſs of God in him;“ that we might be made nigh” 
teous and free from fin. . 


II. There are three things that lie clear in theſe words, 
that we may call to remembrance, concerning the Son, 
"There is his 2xnocency, his purity 3 he knew no fin.” ] 
There is his /i Hering,; he was made to be fin.” And 
there is his merz; it was © that we might be made the d 
righteouſneſs of God in him.” Here is another object a 
for faith to meditate upon. 8 

1. There are many things in ſcripture that direct us tl 
to the ſpotleſs purity, righteouſneſs, and holineſs of Chriſt, 


when we think of his ſufferings. A Lamb of God with- A. 
out ſpot. He did no fin, nor had any guile in his mouth. ri 
He was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from th 
finners.”” Faith ſhould call this to mind in the ſufferings to 


of Chriſt, that he knew no ſin. That expreſſion fets fin 
at the greateſt diſtance from Jeſus Chriſt. 

2. The ſufferings of Chriſt; “he was made fin ;” 
comprehenſive word, that ſets out his whole ſufferings. 
Look, whatever the Juſtice of God, the law of God, 
whatever the threatenings of God did require to be in- 

flicted as a puniſhment gor fin; Chriſt underwent it all. 
They are dreadful apprehenſions we ourſelves have, or 
can take in concerning the iſſue and effect of ſin, * 
the wrath of God, when under convictions, and not re- 
lieved by the promiſes of the goſpel. But we ſee not 


[9] 


the thouſandth part of the evil of ſin, that follows inſe- | 


parably from the righteouſneſs and holineſs of God. The 
effects of God's juſtice for fin will no more enter into 


- our hearts fully to apprehend, than the effects of his 


grace and glory will: yet whatever it was, Chriſt under- 
went it all. 

3. Then there is the merit of Chriſt; which is ano- 
ther object of faith that we ſhould call over in the cele- 


bration of this ordinance. Why was he made ſin? It 
was, that we might become the righteouſneſs of God 


in him.” It is anſwerable to that other expreſſion in 
Gal. iii. 13, 14. He hath borne the curſe, was made a 


curſe for us. To what end? That the. blefling of © 


faithful Abraham might come upon us; or that we 
might be completely made righteous. The deſign of 


our aſſembling together, is to remember, how we come 


to be made righteous; it is, by Chriſt's being made fin. 


III. We may ſee three things concerning ourſelves. 

1. Our own n and guilt: he was made fin for us.“ 
If Chriſt was made fin for us, then we were ſinners. 

2. We may remember our de/zverance ; how we were 
delivered from fin, and all the evils of it. It was not by 
a word of command, or power, or by the interpoſition 
of ſaints or angels, or by our own endeavours; but by 
the ſufferings of the Son of God. And, 


3. God would have us remember and call to wind the 


ate vhereunto we are brought, which is a ſtate of 


righteouſneſs; that we may bleſs him for that which in 
this world-will iffue in our righteouſneſs, and in the world 
to come, eternal glory. | 

Theſe things we may call over for our faith to medi- 


tate upon. Our minds are apt to be diſtracted; the or- 
dinance is to fix them: and it. we act faith in an eſpeci- 


al. manner in this ordinance, God will be glorified. 
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DISCOURSE II. 
November 26. 1659. 


4 | 1 Cox. x. 16. 


jp The cup of bleffing which we bleſs, is it not the commu- 

| nion of the blood of Chriſl? The bread which we break, 

| #s it not the communion of the body of Chris? 

1 Hzxe is, in the ordinance of the Lord's ſupper, an 

4 1 eſpecial and peculiar communion with Chriſt in | 
| his body and blood to be obtained. One reaſon why we 
| ſo little value the ordinance, and profit ſo little by it, 
| may be becauſe we underſtand ſo little of the nature of "wh 
4 that ſpecial communion with Chriſt, which we have 0 
1 therein. Her I 
1 We have this ſpecial communion upon the account of 

i} the ſpecial object that ſaith is exercifed upon in this or- tl 
1 dinance, and the ſpecial acts that it puts forth in refer- e 
4 ence to that, or thoſe objects. For the acts follow the 0 
if ſpecial nature of their objects. Now, by 
1 1. The ſpecial object of faith, as acted in this ordi- "Y 
i nance, is not the object of faith, as faith ; that is, the moſt of 
[| general object of it, which is the divine veracity. * He an 
4 that hath received his teſtimony, hath ſet to his ſeal, bo 
F that God is true, John iii. 33. The divine veracity, or fro 
1 the truth of God, that is the formal object of faith, as of 
4 faith; and makes our faith to be divine faith. But now wh 


if this is not the ſpecial object of faith in this ordinance, 
but ſomething that doth ſuppoſe that. 

2. The fpecial object of faith, as juſtifying, is not the 
ſpecial object of faith in this ordinance. The ſpecial ob- 
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ject of faith, as juſtifying, is the promiſe, and Chriſt in in 

1 the promiſe, in general as the Saviour of ſinners: ſo when 

4 the apoſtle called men to repent and believe, he tells ſide 
uo them, © The promiſe is to you,” Acts ii. 38. And, I ſup- par 
ll poſe, I need not infiſt npon the proof of this, that the Th 
(| promiſe, and Chriſt in the promile, as Saviour and Re-, mo 


deemer, is the object of faith, as it is juſtifying. But din 
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this alſo is ſuppoſed in the actings of faith in this ordi 
nance ; which is peculiar, and gives us peculiar commu- 
nion with Chriſt. Therefore, 

3- The ſpecial and peculiar object of faith, the imme- 
diate objeRt of it, in this ordinance, in its largett extent, 
1s, 

(.. The human nature of Chriſt, as the ſubje& where- 
in mediation and redemption was wrought. Chriſt is 
conſidered to come as a ſacrifice; that is laid down 
as the foundation of it, Pfal. xl. 6. Heb. x. 5. A 
body haſt thou prepared me;” which is ſynecdo- 
chically taken for the whole human nature. Faith, when 
it would lead itſelf unto the ſacrifice of Chriſt, which is 
here repreſented, doth in an eſpecial manner conſider the 


human nature of Chriſt ; that God prepared him a body 
for that end. 


of this ordinance for that end we now celebrate it. 
Nay, 


x. ) Faith goes ae and doth not conſider EY 


the human nature of Chriſt, but conſiders it as diſtinguiſh- . 
ed into its integral parts, into body and blood; both 


which have a price, value, and virtue given unto them, 
by their union with his human ſoul; for both the body 
of Chriſt and the blood of Chrift, upon which the work 
of our redemption is put in ſcripture, have their value 
and worth from their relation unto his ſoul ; as foul and 
body, making the human nature, had its value and worth 


from its relation unto the Son of God: otherwiſe he faith 
of his body, 


* Handle it, it is but fleſh and bones.” But 
where the body of Chriſt is mentioned, and the blood of 


Chriſt is mentioned, there is a dittibution of the human 


nature into its integral parts, each part retaining its re- 
lation to his ſoul, and from thence is its value and excel- 
lency. This is the ſecond peculiar in the een of faith 
in this ordinance. 

3.) There is more than this : they are not only con- 
dered as diſtinguiſhed but ſeparate alſo; the blood ſe- 
parate from the body, the body left without the blood. 
This truth our apoſtle, in this chapter and the next, doth 
moſt ſignally infiſt upon, v:s. the diſtin parts of this or- 
dinance, one to repreſent the body, and the other to re- 


This we are to have peculiar regard unto, - 
- whenever we come to the adminiſtration or participation 
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preſent the blood; that faith may conſider them as ſo- 


parat. . 
The Papiſts, we know do ſacrilegiouſly take away the 
coup from the people: they will give them the bread, but 


. they will not give them the cup: and as it always falls 
| out, that one error muſt be covered with another, or elſe 
it will keep no man dry under it, they have invented 


the doctrine of concomitance ; that there is a concomi- 
tance, that is, whole Chriſti is in every kind, in the bread, 
and in the wine; the one doth accompany the other; 
- which 1s directly to overthrow the ordinance upon ano- 
ther account, as it is to repreſent Chriſt's body and blood 
as ſeparated one from the other: our Lord Jeſus bleſſed 
the bread and the cup, and ſaid, This is my body; 
which cannot be ſpoken diſtinctly, unleſs ſuppoled to be t 
ſeparate. | 
Here then is a threefold limitation of the a& of faith, 
even in this ordinance, in a peculiar. manner reſtraini 3 
it to a ſpecial communion with God in Chriſt; that it } 
hath a ſpecial regard to the human nature of Chriſt ; to C 
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his human nature, as conſiſting of body and blood; and 
as it reſpects them as ſeparated body and blood. 
f Vea, (4) It reſpects them as ſeparate in that manner. - 
1 You all along know, that I do not intend. theſe: objects 
of faith as the ultimate object; for it is the perſon: of on 
1 Chriſt that faith reſts in; but thoſe immediate objects that thi 
Y faith is exerciſed about, to bring it to reſt in God: it is co 
exerciſed abgut the manner of this ſeparation; that is, the the 
to 
ord 
to « 
of { 


1 blood of Chrift-comes to be diſtin, by being ſhed ; and 
1 the body of Chriſt comes to be ſeparate by being bruiſ- 
ed and broken. All the inſtituted ſacrifices of. old did 
ſignify this, a violent ſeparation of body and blood; the 
blood was let out with the hand of violence, and ſo ſe- 
rated, and then ſprinkled upon the altar, and then to- 
wards the holy place; and then the bedy was burned 
diſtin& by itſelf: ſo the apoſtle tells us, It is the cup 
which we bleſs, and the bread which we break;“ the 
cup. is poured out, as well as the bread broken, to remind of ( 
faith of the violent ſeparation-of the body and blood of 6 
Chriſt. _ From this laſt conſideration of faith: acting it- ow 
ſelf upon the ſeparation of the body and blood of Chriſt, 6 
by way of violence, it is led to a peculiar acting of it- 


13 J 
ſelf upon all the cauſes of it; whence it was, that this 


body and this blood of Chriſt was repreſented thus ſepa- 


rate; and by inquiring into the cauſes of it, it finds a 
moving cauſe, — a procuring cauſe,—an efficient cauſe, 


and a final cauſe ; which it ought to exerciſe it{elf pe- 
_ culiarly upon always in this ordinance, 


[1.] A moving caufe ; and that is, the eternal love of 
God in giving Chriſt in this manner, to have his body 
bruiſed, and his blood ſhed. The apoſtle, going to ex- 
preſs the love of God towards us, tells you it was in this, 
that“ he ſpared not his own Son.” Rom. viii. 32. One 
would have thought, that the love of God might have 
wrought in ſending his Son into the world, but it alſo 


wrought in not ſparing of him. Thus faith is called in 


this ordinance, to exerciſe itſelf upon that love which 
gives out Chriſt not to be ſpared. 


[2.7 It reflects upon the procuring cauſe ; whence it 


is, or what it is, that hath procured it, that there ſhould 
be this repreſentation of the ſeparated body and blood of 
Chrift; and this is even our own fm ; He was delivered 
for our iniquities, given for our tranſgreſſions, died to 
make reconciliation and atonement for our fins; they 

ere the procuring cauſe of it, upon ſuch conſiderations 
of union and covenant, which I ſhall not now inſiſt up- 
on. It leads faith, I fay, upon a ſpecial reſpect to fin, as 
the procuring cauſe of the death of Chrift. A natural 
conſcience on the breach of the law leads the ſoul to 
the conſideration of fin, as that which expoles itſelf alone 
to the wrath of God and eternal damnation : .but in this 
ordinance we conſider fin as that which expoſeth Chriſt 


to death; which is a peculiar oonſideration of the nature 


of fin. | 


[3.] There is the efficient cauſe; whence it was 


that the body and blood of Chriſt was thus feparated:; 


and that is threefold,-principal, inſtrumental, and adju- 


vant. 


What is the principal efficient cauſe of the ſuffering | 


of Chrift * Why, the juſtice aed righteouſneſs of God. 
God ſet him forth to be a propitiation, to declare his 


own righteouſneſs,“ Rom. iii. 25, Whence it is ſaid, 


He ſpared him not;“ he cauſed all our fins to meet 
upon him; the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him. 
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[14] 
+ Againg There is the inſtrumental cauſe ; and that is 
the law of God. Whence did that ſeparation, which is 
here repreſented unto. us, enſue and flow? It came from 
the rr of the law, whereby he was hanged upon the 
tree. 2 

, the adjuvant cauſe, was thoſe e in- 
ſtruments, tlie wrath and malice of men: For of a 
truth againſt thy holy child Jeſus, whom thou hait anoint- 
ed, both Herod and Pom ius Pilate, with the Gentiles, 
and the people of Iſrael, were gathered together,” Acts 
iv. 27. | 

Faith conſiders the cauſe whence. it was that Chriſt 
was thus given up, the eternal love of God; the procur- 
ing cauſe was our own fins; and if once faith doth take 
a view of fin, as that which hath nailed Chriſt to the 
croſs, it will have a bleſſed effect upon the foul: and it 
conſiders the efficient cauſe, which is the juſtice and righ- 
teouſneſs of God. The law of God was the inſtrument 
in the hand of righteoufneſs, which was, holpen on by 
thoſe outward inſtruments who had a hand in his ſuffer- 
ing; but none in his ſacrifice. 

[4-] Faith conſiders in this matter the end of this ſe- 
patation of the body and blood of Chriſt, which is thus 
repreſented; and that is ultimately and abſolutely the 
glory of God. He ſet him forth for the declaration of 

his righteouſneſs, Rom. iii. 25. Eph. i. 6. God aimed 
at the glorifying of himſelf. 1 — eaſily manifeſt un- 
to you, how all the glorious properties of his nature are 
advanced, exalted, and will be ſo to eternity, in this ſuf- 
fering of Chriſt.— The ſubordinate ends are two 1 4 
mean, the ſubordinate ends of this very peculiar act of 
this ſeparation of the body and blood. 
(..) It was to confirm the covenant. Every cove- 
nant of old was to be ratified and confirmed by ſacrifice; 
and in confirming the covenant by ſacrifice, they divid- 
ed the ſacrifice into two parts and paſſed between them 
before they were offered; and then took it upon them- 
ſelves, that they would ſtand to the covenant, which was 
ſo confirmed. Jeſus Chriſt being to confirm the cove- 
nant, (Heb. ix. 16.) the body and blood of Chriſt, this 
ſacrifice, was to be parted, that this covenant might be 
confirmed. And, 
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(2.) A ſpecial end of it was fof the confirming and 
ſtrengthening of our faith, God gives out unto us 
the object of our faith in parcels: we are not able to 
take this great myſterious fruit of God's love in groſs, 
in the lump; and therefore he gives it gut, I ſay in par- 
cels. We ſhall have the body brokep to be conſidered ; 
and the blood ſhed is likewiſe to be conſidered. This 
is the peculiar communion which we have with Chriſt in 
_ tifis ordinance ; becauſe there are peculiar objects for 
faith to act itſelf upon in this ordinance above others. 
The very nature of the ordinance itſelf gives us a pe- 
cultar communion ; and there are four things that attend 
the nature of this ordinance that are peculiar, It is com- 
memorative, profeſſional, euchariſtical, and federal. 
I, The ordinance is commemorative: Do this in 


remembrance of me.” And there is no greater joy to 


the heart of ſinners, and a man knows not how to give 
greater glory to God, than to call the atonement of fin 
into remembrance. It is obſerved in the offering for 
jealouſy, Numb. v. 15. if a man was jealous, and cauſed 
an offering to be brought to Gad, God allowed neither 
oil nor frankincenſe ; and the reaſon is, Becauſe it was 
to- bring ſin to remembrance.” But how ſweet is that 
offering that brings to our remembrance the atonement 
made 4 all our ſins? That is pleaſing and acceptable 
unto God and {weet unto the fouls of ſinners. 

2. It has a peculiar profeſſion attending it; faith the 
apoſtle, ** Doing this, ye ſhew forth the Lord's death 
till he come :” you make a profeſſion and manifeſtation 
of it. And, give me leave to ſay it, they that look to- 
wards Chriſt, and do not put themſelves into a way of 
partaking of this ordinance, they refuſe the principal 
part of that profeſſion which God calls them unto in 
this world. The truth is, we have been apt to content 
ourſelves with a profeſſion of moral obedience; but it 
is a profeſſion of Chriſt's inſtitution by which alone we 
glorify him in this world. I will have my death ſhewn 
forth, faith Chrift, and not only remembered. The 


uſe of this ordinance is to ſhew forth the death of Chriſt. 


As Chrift requires of us to ſhew forth his death, fo ſure- 


1y he hath deſerved it by his death. 
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and life to our ſouls. Now in the church we have all 
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3. It is peculiarly euchariſtical: there is a peculiar 
thankſgiving that ought to attend this ordinance. It is 
called the cup of bleſſing, or the cup of thankſgiving : 
the original word 1s uſed promiſcuouſly for bleſſing and 
thankfpgrving. It is called the cup of bleſſing, becauſe 


of the inſtitution, and prayer for the bleſſing of God up- | 


on it; and it is called the cup of thankſgiving, becauſe 
we do in a peculiar manner give thanks to God for 
Chriſt, and for his love in him. 

4. It is a federal ordinance, wherein God confirms the 
covenant unto us, and wherein he calls us to make a re- 
cognition of the covenant unto God. The covenant is 
once made, but we know that we ſtand in need that it 
ſhould be often tranſacted in our ſouls, that God ſhould 
often teſtify his covenant unto us, and that we ſhould of- 
ten actually renew our covenant-engagements unto him. 
God never fails, nor breaks bis promiſes : ſo that he hath 
no need to renew them, but teſtify them anew : we break 
and fail in ours, ſo that we have need actually to renew 
them. And that is it which we are called unto in this 
ordinance, which is the ordinance of the great ſeal of the 
covenant in the blood of Chriſt. | 

Upon all theſe accounts have we ſpecial communion 
with Chrift in this ordinance. There is none of them 
but I might eafily enlarge upon; but I name theſe heads; 
and my deſign is to help my own faith and your's from 
roving, in the adminiſtration of ordinance, or from a ge- 
neral acting of itſelf, to fix it to that which is its parti- 
cular duty; that we may find no wearinefs nor heavineſs 
in the adminiſtration : here in theſe things is there e- 
nough to entertain us forever, and to make them new 
and freſh to us. But while we come with uncertain 
thoughts, and know not what to direct our faith to act 


particularly upon, we loſe the benefit of the ordinance. 


For the ule, it 1s, 
1. To bleſs God for his inſtitution of his church, which 


is the ſeat of the adminiſtration ot this ordinance, where- 


in we have ſuch peculiar and intimate communion with 
Chriſt.” There is not one inſtance of thoſe which I have 
named, but, if God would help us to act faith upon Chriſt 
in a peculiar manner through it, wonld give new ſtrength 
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this treaſure, We loſe it, I confeſs, by our unbelief 
and diſeſteem of it ; but it will be found to be an ineſti- 
mable treaſure to thoſe that uſe it, and improve it in a 


due manner. 


2. Doth God give us this favour and privilege, that 


we ſhould be invited to this ſpecial communion” with 


Chriſt in this ordinance ? Let us prepare our hearts for 
it in the authority of its inſtitution. Let us lay our 
ſouls and conſciences, in ſubjection to the authority of 
Chriſt, who hath commanded theſe things, and who did 
it in a fignal manner the ſame night wherein he way be- 
trayed. So there is a ſpecial command of Chriit lies 
upon us; and if we will yield obedience to any of the 


commands of Chriſt, then let us yield obedience to 


this. Prepare your ſouls for ſpecial communion with 


him then, by ſubjugating them thoroughly to the autho- 


rity of Chriſt in this ordinance, | 

3- It will be good for us all to be in a gradual exer- 
cifing of our faith unto theſe ſpecial things, wherein we 
have communion with Chriſt, You have heard fund 
particulars: here is an object of your faith that is given 


to be repreſented unto you in this ordinance, that Gd 
hath prepared Chriſt a body, that he might be a ſacrifice 


for you ; and that this body was afterwards diſtinguiſh- 
ed into his body ſtrictly ſo taken, and his blood ſeparat- 
ed from it ; and this in a deſign of love from God as 


- procuring the pardon of our fins, as tending to the glory 


of God, and the eſtabliſhing of the covenant.—Train up 
a young faith in the way it ſhould go, and it will not 
depart from it when it is old. And new things will be 
found herein every day to ſtrengthen your faith, and you 
will find much ſweetneſs in the ordinance itſelf. 
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DISCOURSE. III. 
December 10. 1669. 


I Con: x. 16. 


The cup of bleſſing which we bleſs, it it not the commu- 
nion of the blood of Chriſt? The bread which webreakt, 
is it not the communion of the body of Chrift 2 


1 HAVE been treating ſomewhat about the ſpecial 
communion which believers have with Chriſt in the 
ordinance of the Lord's ſupper. There remains yet 
ſomething farther to be ſpoken unto for our direction in 
this great work and duty; and this is taken from the 
immediate ends of this ordinance, I ſpake, as I remem- 
ber, the laſt day to the ſpecialty of our communion, from 
the conſideration of the immediate ends of the death of 
Chriſt : now I ſhall ſpeak to it in reference unto the im- 
mediate ends of this ordinance ; and they are two, one 
whereof reſpects our faith and our love, and the other 
reſpects our profeſſion ; which two make up the whole 
of what is required of us. For, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, 


Rom. x. 10. With the heart man believeth unto righ- 


teouſneſs, and with the mouth confeſſion is made unto 
ſalvation.” Both theſe ends, that which reſpects our faith 
and love, and that which reſpects our profeſſion are men- 
tioned by our apoſtle in the next chapter, ver. 24. There 
is mention of that end of this ordinanance which reſpetis 
our faith; now that is recognition. Recognition is a 
calling over, or a commemoration of the death of Chriſt; 
& Do this, ſays he, in remembrance of me.” That which 
reſpe&s our profeſſion, is a repreſentation and declaration 
of the Lord's death, ver. 26. When you eat this bread, 
and drink this cup, ye ſhew forth, ye declare, ye manifeſt 
the Lord's death till he come. Theſe are the two im- 
mediate great ends of this ordinance, a recognition of 


the death of Chriſt, which reſpects our faith and love; 
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and a repreſentation cf it, which reſpe&s our profeſſion: 
both are required of us. - 

There is that which reſpects our faith. The great work 
of faith is to make things that are abſent, preſent to a ſoul, 
in regard to their ſweetneſs, power and efficacy; whence 
it is {aid to be the evidence of things not ſeen; and it 
looks backward into the cauſes of things; and it looks 
forward unto the eſfects of things; to what hath wrought 
out grace, and to what grace is wrought out; and 
makes them in their efficacy, comfort, and power, to meet 
and centre in the believing ſoul. 

Now there are three things, in reference unto the 
death of Chriſt, that faith in this ordinance doth recog- 
nize, call over, and commemorate. The firſt is, the 
faith of Chriſt in and for his work. The ſecond is, the 
obedience of Chriſt. And the third is the work itſelf. 

1. Faith calls over the faith of Chriſt. Chriſt had a 
double faith in reference to his death ; one with reſpe& 
unto himſelf, and his own intereſt in God; and the o- 
ther in reſpe& to the cauſe whoſe management he had o- 
vertaken, and the ſucceſs of it. He had faith for both 
theſe. 

%, The Lord Chriſt had faith in reference to his 
own perſon, and to his own intereſt in God. The apoſ- 
tle, declaring, Heb. ii. 14. * that becauſe the children 
were partakers of fleſh and blood, Chrift alſo did partake 
of the ſame,” that ſo he might die to deliver us from 
death, brings that text of ſcripture, ver. 13. in con- 
firmation of it, which is taken out of Pſal. xviii. 2. And 
again, faith he, I will put my truſt in him. How doth 
this confirm what the apoſtle produces it for? Why from 
hence, That in that great and difficult work that Chrift 
did undertake, to deliver and redeem the children, he 
was all along carried through it by faith and truſt in God. 
He truſted in God,” faith he, and that made him un- 
dertake it: and he gives a great inſtance of his faith 
when he was departing out of the world. There are 


three things that ſtick very cloſe to a departing foul ;— 


the giving up of itſelf ;—the ſtate wherein it ſhall be 
when it is given up z—and the final iſſue of that eſtate. 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt expreſſed his faith as to all three 
of them. As to his departure, Luke xxiii. 46. He: 
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cried with a loud voice, Father, into thy hands I com- 

mend my {pirit : and having ſaid thus, he gave up the 
hoſt. What was his faith as to what would become of 

Rim afterwards ? That alſo he expreſſes, Pſal, xvi. 10. 


% For thou wilt not leave my ſoul in hell, neither wilt 


thou ſuffer thine holy One to ſee corruption. My ſoul 
ſhall not be left under the ſtate of the dead, whereunto 


it is going; nor my body ſee corruption. — What was his 


faith as to the future iſſue of things? That he expreſſes, 
ver, 11. Thou wilt ſhew me the path of life; (which 
is his faith for his riſing again): In thy preſence is 
fulneſs of joy, and at thy right hand are pleaſures for e- 
vermore;“ where he was to be exalted: and theſe words, 
Father into thy hand I commend my ſpirit,” were the 
firſt breaking forth of the faith of Chriſt towards a con- 
queſt. He looked through all the clouds of darkneſs 


round about him towards the riſing ſun; through all 
ſtorms to the harbour, when he cried thoſe words with a 


loud voice, and gave up the ghoſt, And by the way it 


is the higheſt act of faith upon a ſtable bottom and foun- 
dation, ſuch as will not fail, to give up a departing ſoul 


into the hands of God, which Jeſus Chriſt here did for 
our example, Some die upon preſumptions, ſome in the 
dark; but faith can go no higher than, upon a ſure and 
ſtable ground, to give up a departing ſoul into the hands 
of God; and that for theſe reaſons, to ſhew the faith of 
Chriſt in this matter. 

(1.) Becauſe the foul is then entering into a new ſtate, 
whereof there are theſe two properties that will try it 


to the utmoſt; that it is inviſible, and that it is unchange- 


able. I fay, there are two properties that make this 


a great act of faith. 
[1.] The ſtate is inviſible. The ſoul is going into a 


condition of things that eye hath not ſeen, nor ear 
heard? that nothing can take any proſect into but faith 


alone. However men may talk of the inviſible ſtate of 


- things, which our ſouls are departing into, it is all but 


talk, and conjecture, beſides what we have by faith. 


So that to give up a ſoul cheerfully and comfortably in- 


to that ſtate; is a pure act of faith, 


[2.] It is unchangeable. It is a ſtate wherein there 


is no alteration. And though all alterations ſhould prove 
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for the worſe, yet it is in the nature of man to hope good 
from them. But here is no more alteration left: the 
ſoul enters into an unchangeable ſtate. And, 

(2.) The 2d reaſon is, becauſe the total ſum of man's life 
is now caſt up, and he ſees what it will come to. While 
men are trading in this world, though they meet with 
ſome traits and difficulties, yet they have that going on 


which will bring in ſomething this way, or that way. 


But when it comes to this, that they can go no farther, 
then they ſee how things ſtand with a departing ſoul ; 
the whole ſum is caſt up, there is no more venture to be 
made, no more advantage to be gained, he muſt ſtand as 
he is. And when a man takes a view of what he is to 
come to, he needs faith to obtain a comfortable paſſage 
out of it. And, 5 | 

(3.) Even death itſelf brings a terror with it, that no- 
thing can conquer but faith; I mean. conquer duly. He 
is not crowned that doth not overcome by faith. It is 
only to be done through the death of Chriſt. He de- 
livered them that by reaſon of death were in bondage all 
their days.“ There is no deliverance that is true and 
real, from a bondage frame of ſpirit to death, but by faith 
in Chriſt. | 

I touch on this by the way, to manifeſt the glorious 
ſucceſs the faith of Chriſt had, who in his dying mo- 
ment, cried out, © Father, into thy hands I commend my 
ſpirit ;z”” and this is that we are to call over in the re- 
membrance of his death. It is a very great argument 
the apoſtle uſes to confirm eur faith, when ſpeaking of 
the patriarchs of old; he ſays, All thele died in faith.” 
But that a// is nothing'to this argument, that Jefus Chriſt, 
our head and iepreſentative, who went before us, he died 
in faith. And this is the principal inlet into life, 
immortality, and glory, the confideration of the death of 
Chriſt, dying in that faith, that he gave up his ſoul into 
the hands of God, and was perſuaded God“ would not 
leave his ſoul in hell, nor ſuffer his holy One to ſee cor- 
ruption ; but that he would ſhew him the path of life, 
and bring him to his right hand, where there are plea- 
ſures for evermore.”” | 

24/y, Chriſt had a faith for the cauſe wherein he was 
engaged. He was engaged in a glorious cauſe, a great 
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undertaking, to deliver the elect of God from death, hell, 


Satan, and fin; to anſwer the law, to undergo the curſe, 
and to bring his many children unto glory. And dread- 


ful oppoſitions lay againſt him in this undertaking, See 


what faith he had for his caule, 11. I. 7, 8, 9. The Lord 
God will help me, therefore ſhall I not be confounded : 
therefore have 1 ſet my face like a flint, and I know that 
I ſhall not be aſhamed. He is near that juſtiheth me, 
who will contend with me? let us ſtand together: who 
is mine adverſary ? let him come near to me. Behold, 
the Lord God will Lelp me, who is he that ſhall con- 
demn me? Who is my adverſary?” or, as in the He- 
brew, Who is the maſter of my cauſe ?”? I have a cauſe 
to plead; who is the maſter of it? I am. engaged in a 
great cauſe, ſaith he, and I am greatly oppoſed ; they ſeek 
to make me aſhamed, to confound me, to condemn me: 
but here is faith for his cauſe; * The Lord God will 
Juſtify me,” ſaith he. It was with Chriſt as it would 
have been with us under the covenant of works; man 
ought to have believed he ſhould be juſtified: of God, 
though not by Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo here he had faith that he 
ſhould be juſtified. God will juſtify me; I ſhall not be 
condemned in this cauſe that I have undertaken. 

It is matter of great comfort and ſupport to conſider, 
that when the Lord Jeſus Chriſt had in his eye all the 
fins of all the elect upon the one hand, and the whole 
curſe of the law and the wrath of God on the other, yet 
he cried, © I ſhall not be confounded, I ſhall go through 


it, I ſhall ſee an end of this buſineſs, and make an end 


of ſin, and bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs; and God 
will juſtify me in it.” We are in an eſpecial manner to 
call to zemembrance- the faith that Chriſt had for his 
cauſe, and we ought to have the ſame faith for it now, 
for this great conqueſt of overcoming the devil, fin, 
death, hell, and the ſaving of our ſouls: he hath given 


us ah example for it, 
here is one objection lies againſt all this, and that is 


| this: But did not Chriſt deſpond in his great agony in 


the garden, when he cried three times, Father, if it be 
poſſible lett his cup paſs from me? and in that dreadful 
outcry on the croſs, which he took from the xxiid. pſalm. 
a prophecy of him, My God, my God, why haſt thou 
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forſaken me ?” Doth not Chriſt ſeem to repent here, and 
to deſpond ? | 
I anſwer, In this difficult inquiry two things are to be 


— 


ſtated; 1. In reference to his perſon, that it vas impoſ- 


ſible Chriſt ſhould have the indiflolubility of his perſon- 


al union utterly hid from him. He knew the union of 


his human nature unto the Son of God could not be ut- 
terly diſſolved, that could not be utterly hid from him; 
ſo that there could not be deſpair properly ſo called in 
Chriſt. And, 2. This is certain allo, that the contract 
he had with the Father, and the promiſes he had given 
him of being ſucceſsful, could never utterly be hid from 
him. So that his faith, either; as to his perſon or cauſe, 
could not poſſibly be utterly ruined. But there was a 
ſevere and terrible conflict in the human nature, arifing 
from theſe four things. | 

(I.) From the view which he was exalted to take of 


the nature of the curſe that was then upon him. For 


the curſe was upon him, Gal. iii. 13. He was made a 
curſe for us, as it is written, Curſed 1s every one that 
hangeth on a tree.” Give me leave to ſay, Jeſus Chriſt 
ſaw more into the nature of the curſe of God for fin, 
than all the damned in hell are able to fee ; which cauſ- 
ed a dreadful conflict in his human foul upon that proſ- 
ect. | 
T (2.) It aroſe from hence, that the comforting influen- 
ces of the union with the divine nature were reſtrained. 
Jeſus Chriſt was in himſelf, © a man of forrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief.” But yet all the while there were 
the influences of light and glory from the divine nature 
to the human by virtue of their union; and nowthey are 
reſtrained, and inſtead of that, was horrible dai and 
trembling, and the curſe, and fin, and Satan, round about 
him; all preſenting themſelves unto him; which gave 


occaſion to that part of his prayer, Pſal. xxii. 20, 21. 


+ Deliver my ſoul from the ſword ; my darling from the 


power of the dog. Save me from the lion's mouth,” 


&c. There was the {word in the curſe of the law, and 
the dog and the lion, or Satan, as it were, gaping upon 


him, as if ready to devour him; for it was the hour and 


power of darkneſs, dread and terror: beſides there were 
cruel men, which he compares to the bulls of Baſhan, 
which rent him. This cauſed that terrible conflict. 


— 
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(3.) It was from the penal deſertion of God; That 


he was under a penal deſertion from God, is plain; 


* My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me? And 
when I ſay fo, I know little of hat I ſay, I mean, what 
it is to be under ſuch penal deſertion. For the great. 
puniſhment of hell, is an everlaſting veal defortion from. 
God. Re. 

4.) It was from the un{peakable extremity of the things 
that he ſuſſered. Not merely as to the things themſelves: 
which outwardly fell upon his body; but as unto. that 
ſword of God, which was awakened againſt him, and: 
which had pierced him to the very foul, The advantage 
which he had in his ſufferings by his divine union, was 
that whichſupported and bore him up under that weight, 
which would have ſunk any mere creature to nothing. 
His heart was enlarged to receive in thoſe pains, that 
dread and terror, that otherwiſe he could not have re- 


"ceived ; and notwithſtanding all this, as I ſhewed before, 


Chriſt kept up his faith in reference to his perſon, and 
kept up his faith in reference to his cauſe; and a great 


example he hath given unto us, that though the dog and 


the hon ſbould encompals. us, though we ſhould have de- 


ſertion from God, and. preſſures more than nature is a- 
ble to bear, yet here is a way of keeping up faith, 


truſt, and confidence through all, and not to let go our: 


hold of God. | 


Now this is the firſt thing we are to call over in re- 


membrance of Chriſt, in reference to his death; that 
faith he had, both for his perſon and his cauſe, in his 
death. For if you remember any of the martyrs that 


will ſtick upon theſe two things, more than up- 


died, go” 
on thEAames that conſumed them; they expreſſed great 


faith of their intereſt in Chriſt, and in reference to the 


cauſe they died for. They are things you will remem- 
r. And this you are to remember'of him, who was 


the head of martyrs, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's faith. 


2. We are to call over his obedience in his death. The 
apoſtle doth propoſe it unto us; Phil. ii. 5, 6, 7, 8. © Let 
this mind be in you, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus : who 
being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be e- 

qual with God; but made himſelf of no reputation, and 


took upon him the form of a ſervant, and became obedient 


rs that 
an up- 
great 
S the 
emem- 
ho was 
h. 
. The 
. Let 
is: who 
to be e- 
on, and 
bedient 


L 25 ] 
unto death, even the death of the{croſs.” We are to call 
over the mind-of Chriſt in ſuffering. Aud the follow- 
ing things the ſcripture doth peculiarly direct us to con- 
ſider in the obedience of Chriſt unto death: the princi- 
ple of it, which was love,—readineſs to and for it,— 


ſubmiſſion under it,—his patience during it. They are 


things the ſcripture minds us concerning the obedience 
of Chriſt in his death, 
1. Conſider his love, which is one of the principal 
things to be regarded in this obedience of Chriſt. The 
love wherewith it was principled : Gal. ii. 20. © He lov- 
ed me, (ſaith the apoſtle,) and gave himſelf for me. 1 John 
111, 16. Hereby perceive we the love of God, becauſe 
he laid down his life for us.” It was his love did 
it; Rev. i. 5. Who loved us, and waſhed us from our 
fins in his own blood. This gives life to the whole 


ſufferings of Chriſt, and to gur faith too. It was an 


nigh act of obedience to God, that he laid down his 
lite ; but that obedience was principled with love to 
5 | 


And now, I pray Ged, to enable me to conſider this 


with my own ſoul, what that love would ſtick at, that 


did not ftick at this kind of death we have been ſpeak- 
ing of, If Jeſus Chriſt had reſerved the greateſt thing 
he was to do for us unto the laſt, we had not known but 
his love might have ſtuck when it came to that; I mean, 


when it came to the curſe of the law, though he had 


done other things. But having done this, he that would 


not withdraw nor take off from that, becauſe he loved 


us, what will he ſtick at for the future Our hearts are 
apt to be full of unkind and unthankful thoughts to- 
wards him, as though upon every dark and black tem 
tation and trial he would deſert us, whoſe love was fach, 
as he would not do it when himſelf was to be deſerted and 
made a curſe, Call over then the love of Chriſt in 
this obedience. Yes; but love prevails ſometimes, you 
will ſay, with many, to do ſome things, that they have 
no great mind to: we come very difficultly to do ſome 
things, when yet out of love we will not deny them. 
But it was not ſo with Chriſt ; his love was ſuch, that 
he had, . r | 


r 
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ſouls of men, that 
the glory of God, gave him delight in his REY; 
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(2.) An eternal readineſs unto his work, There are 


two texts of ſcripture informs us of it; Prov. viii. 30. 


where the Holy Ghoft deſcribes the proſpe& that the 
wiſdom of God, that is, the Son of God, took of the 
world, and the children of men, in reference to the time 
he was to come among them; I was, ſaith he, daily his de- 
light, rejoicingalways before him; rejoicing in the habita- 
ble parts of his earth, and my delights were with the ſons 
of men. He conſidered what work he had to do for the 
ſons of men, and delighted init. The 40th pſalm expounds 
this, ver. 6, 7, 8. © Sacrifice and offering thou didſt not de- 
fire, mine ears haſt thou opened: burnt-offering and ſin- of- 


fering haſt thou not required. Then ſaid I, Lo, I come: in 
the volume of the book it is written of me, &c. Sacrifice 


and burnt-oifering will not take away fin, faith he; Then, 
Lo, I come. But doth he come willingly ? Yes, I de- 
light, (faith he), to do thy will, O my God; yea, thy 
law is within my heart, -What part of the will of God 
was it? the apoſtle tells you, Heb. x, 10. Offering the 


body of Jeſus Chriſt once for all; by which will we ate 
ſanctiſied. He game not only willingly, but with delight. 


The baptiſm he was to be baptiſed with, he was ſtraiten- 
ed till it was accompliſhed. The love he had unto the 
great deſign and project he had for 


notwithitanding all the difficulties he was to meet with. 


1 3) We are to remember his ſubmiſſion to the great 
wor 


e was called unto. This he expreſſes, Iſ. I. 5. 6. 


The Lord God,” faith he, hath opened mine ear, 


and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back, I 
ve my back to the ſmiters, and my cheeks to them 
that plucked off the hair : I hid not my face from ſhame 
and ſpitting.” The Lord God called him to it, and he 
was not rebellious, but fubmitted unto it. 
There is one objection ariſes againſt this ſubmiſſion, 


and that is the prayer of Chriſt in the garden, Father, 


if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs from me.” 
I anfwer, That was ap expreſſion of the horror which 


was upon the human nature, which we mentioned before. 


But there were two things that Chriſt immediately cloſ- 
ed upon, which gave evidence to this ſubmiſſion; that he 
did not draw back, nor rebel, nor hide himſelf, nor turn 


ly clol- 
that he 
zor turn 
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away his face from ſhame and ſpitting. One was this, 
Father, thy will be done,“ ſaith he; and the other 
was this, that he refuſed that aid to deliver him which 
he might have had : * Know ye not that I could pray 
the Father. and he would give me more than twelve le- 
gions of angels?“ He then ſuffered under the Roman. 
power, and their power was reduced to twelve legions. 
Saith he, I could have more than theſe; which argues 
his full ſubmiſhon unto the will of God. 

(4+) We are to call over his patience under his ſuffe- 
rings, in his obedience, 11. li. 7. He was oppreſſed, 
and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; he 
is brought as a Lamb to the ſlaughter, and as 'a ſheep 
before her ſhearers is dumb, ſo he openeth not his mouth; 
The higheſt expreſſions of an abſolute, complete, and 
perfect patience, Though he was afflicted, and though 
be had all manner of provocations, © though he was re- 
viled, he reviled not again.” The apoſte tells us, Heb. 
#11. 2. © he endured the croſs.” (that is he patiently en- 
cured it, as the word ſignifies), © and deſpiſed the ſhame, 
that he might fit down at the right hand of God.” 

You ſce then the end of this ordinance of the Lord's 
ſupper, is to ſtir us up to call over the obedience of 
Chriſt, both as to his love in it, as to his readineſs for it, 
ſubmiſſion to the will of God in it, and patience under it. 

3. Faith is to call over the work itielf, and that was 
the death of Chriſt. I ſhall not now be able to mani- 
feſt under what conſideration in this ordinance faith calls 
over the death of Chriſt ; but theſe are the heads I 
mall ſpeak unto, It calls it over as a ſacrifice, in that 
it was bloody zit calls it over as ſhameful, in that it wes 
under the curſe it calls it over as bitter and dreadiul, 
in that it was penal. It was a bloody, ſhameful, and pe- 
ral death; as bloody, a ſacrifice z as curled, ſhameful ; 
and as it was penal, it was Litter. Inthe work of faith's 
calling over theſe things, there is a peculiar work of 
love alſo. Saith our Saviour, Do this in remembrance 
of me.” Theſe are the words we would ule unto a 
friend, when we give him a token or pledge, Re- 
member me.” What is the meaning of it? Remember 
my love to you; my kinkneſs for you, remember my 
perſon, There is a remembrance of love towards Chriſt 


: 


* 
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to be acted in this ordinance, as well as a remembrance 


of faith; and as the next object of faith is, the benefits ' 


of Chriſt, and thereby to his perſon ; fo the next object 
of love, is the perſon of Chriſt, and thereby to his bene- 
fits; I mean as repreſented i in this ordinance. Remem- 


ber me, faith he, that is, with an heart full of love to- 


wards me. And there are three things wherein this re- 
membrance of Chriſt by love, in the celebration of this 
ordinance, hoth conſiſt : delight in him, —thankfulneſs 
unto him,—and the keeping of his word. He that re- 
members Chriſt with love, bath theſe three affections in 
his heart. 

(1.) He delights in him. Thoughts of Chriſt are 
ſweet unto him, as of an abſent friend ; but only in ſpi- 
ritual things we have this great advantage, we can make 
an abſent Chriſt preſent to us. This we cannot in na- 
tural things. We can converſe with friends only by 
imagination; but by faith we can make Chriſt preſent 
with us, and delight in him. 

(2.) There is thankſgiving towards him. That love 
which is fixed upon the perſon of Chriſt will break forth 
in great thanktulneſs, which is one peculiar act of this 


ordinance. The cup which we bleſs, or give thanks for. 


(3.) It will greatly incline the heart to keep his word. 
If ye are my diſciples, © If ye love me, keep my com- 
mandments.” Every act of love fixed upon the perſon 
of Chriſt, Le: a new ſpring of obedience to all the or- 
dinances of Chriſt: and the truth is, there is no keeping 
up our hearts unto obedience to ordinances, but by re- 
newed acts of obedience upon the perſon of Chriſt. 
This will make the foul cry, When ſhall I be in an actual 
obſervation of Chriſt's ordinance,}who hath thus loved me 
and waſhed me with his own blood, that hath done ſuch 

eat things for me? 

This is the end of the death of Chriſt, which concerns 
our faith and love ; the end of commemoration, or calling 
to remembrance. 

There is an end of profeſſion alſo ; which 3 is to ſhew 
forth the Lord's death till he come. But this muſt be 
ſpoken to at ſome other time. If we come to the prac- 
tice of theſe things, we ſhall find them great things to 
call over: vis. the whole frame of the heart of Chriſt 
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in his death, and his death itſelf, and our own concern 
therein, and the great example he hath ſet unto us. 


Some of them I hope may abide upon our hearts and 
ſpirits for uſe. 


DISCOURSE IV. 
December 24. 1669. 


1 Cor. xi. 26. 


As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
ſhew the Lord's death until he come. 7 


NE end, youſee, of this great ordinance, is to ſhe w 
the Lord's death, to declare it, to repreſent it, 


to ſhew it forth, hold it forth; the word is thus vari- 


ouſly rendered. And in the eſpecial ends of this ordi- 
nance it is, that we have ſpecial communion with our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 7 

Now there are two ways whereby we ſhew forth the 
Lord's death ; the one is, the way of repreſentation to, 
ourſelves ; and the other is, a way of profeſſion unto 
others. | | 

I. The way of repre/entation to ourſelves. The 
work of repreſenting Chriſt aright to the ſoul, is a great 
work. God and men are agreed in it; and therefore 
God, when he repreſents Chriſt, his deſign is to repre- 
ſent him to the faith of men. Men that have not faith 
have a great deſire to have Chriſt repreſented/to their 
fancy — imagination; and therefore when the way of 
repreſenting Chriſt to the faith of men was Joſt among 
them, the greateſt part of their religion was taken up in 
repreſenting Chriſt to their fancy. They/would make 
pictures and images of his croſs, reſurrection, aſcenſion, 
and every thing be did. | 

There are three ways whereby God tepreſents Chrift 


to the faith of believers; the one is, by the word of 


the goſpel itſelf, as written ; the ſecond is, by the mi- 


/ 


nifiry of the goſpel, and 22 of the word; and 
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the third in particular is, by {his ſacrament, u hetein e 
1 the Lord's death to the faith of our own 
ouls. | 

1. God doth it by the word itſelf. Hence are thoſe 
deſcriptions that are given of Chrilt in Scripture, to re- 
preſent him deſireable to the ſouls of men. The great 
deſign of the book of Canticles, conſiſts for the moſt 
part in this, in a myſtical, atlegorical deſciiption of the 
pom and excellencies of the perſon of Chriit, to ren- 
er him deſireable to the ſouls of believers; as in the 
fifth chapter, from the ninth verſe to the end, there is 
nothing but that one ſubject. And it was a great pro- 
miſe made to them of old, Iſa. xxxiii. 17. Thine eyes 
all ſee the King in his beauty. The promiſes of the 
Old Teſtament are much ſpent in repreſenting the per- 
ſon of Chriſt beautiful, deſirous, and lovely to the faith 
of believers. And you will fee in 2 Cor. iii. 18. what 
is the end of the goſpel: We all with open face, beho/d- 
ing as in a glaſs, the glory of the Lord, are changed in- 
to the ſame image, from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord, The goſpel is the glaſs here intend- 
ed; and looking into the glaſs, there is an image ap- 
pears in it, not our own, but the repreſentation the goſ- 
pel makes of . Chriſt, is the image that appears in 
the glaſs. The work and deſign of the goſpel, is to 
make a repreſentation of Chriſt unto us. As Chriſt 
makes a repreſentation of the Father, and therefore he 
is called h:s image, the image of the invifible God: why 
fo ?\ becauſe all the glorious properties of the inviſible 
God are repreſented to us in Chriſt, and we looking up- 
on the image of Chriſt in this glaſs, that is the repieſen- 
tation made of him in the goſpel; it is the effectual 
means whereby the Spirit of God transforms us into his 
image. | 
This is the firft way whereby God doth this great 
work of repreſenting Cbriſt unto the faith of men, 
which men having loſt, have made it their whole reli- 

gion to repreſent Chriſt unto their fancy. 
2. The ſecond way is, by the minftry of the word. 
The great work of the miniſtry of the word, is to re- 
reſent Jeſus Chriſt, The apoſtle Paul tells us, Gal. 
. 1, © foeliſh Galatians, who hath bewitched you, tha: 


* 
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} you ſhould not obey the truth, before whoſe eyes Yelur” 


_ Chrift hath been evidently ſet forth, crucified among you's. 
ol | He is depictus crucifixus, crucified before their eyes. 
| How was this? not before their bodily eyes; but the 
e apoſtle had in his preaching made ſuch a lively repreſen- 
* tatiog unto their faith of the death of Chriſt, that he was 
at as one painted before them. One ſaid well on this text, 
{t Of old the apoſtles, did not preach Chriſt by paint- 
e ing, but they painted him by preaching;“ they did in fo 
- lively a manner repreſent him. c 
e Abraham's ſervant, in che 24th chapter of Geneſis, that 
15 was ſent to take a wife for his fon Iſaac, is by all grant- 
o- ed to be, if not a type, yet a reſemblance of the mini- 
es ſters of the goſpel, that go forth to prepare a bride for 
e Chriſt: and what does he do? truly he is a great ex- 
r- ample; when he came to the opportunity, though he 
th had many things to divert him, yet he would not be di- 
at yerted, There was-ſet meat before him to eat, but he 
2 ſaid, I will not eat till I have told my errand.” No- 
2 thing ſhould divert the miniſters of the goſpel, no not 
he their neceſſary meat, when they have an opportunity of 
d- dealing with ſouls on behalf of Chriſt. hat courſe 
p- does Abraham's ſervant take? He ſaith, *'I am Abra- 
oſ- ham's ſervant; and the Lord hath bleſſed my maſter great - 
in ly, and he has become great; and he hath given him flocks, 
to and herds, and filver, and gold, and men ſeryants, and 
itt maid ſervants, and camels, and aſſes. What is all this 
he to Iſaac? he was to take a wife for Iſaac, not for Abra- 
hy ham. He goes on; And. Sarah, my maſter's wife, 
ble bare a fon to my maſter when ſhe was old; and un- 
1p- to him hath he given all that he hath.” The way to 
en- procure this wife for Iſaac, was to let them know, that 
ual this great man, had given all that he had to Iſaac. And 
his it is the work of miniſters of the goſpel, to let the peo- 
| ple know, that God the Father hath given all things in- 
eat to the hands of his Son; they are to repreſent Chriſt, 
en, as Abraham's ſervant does here his maſter Iſaac, as one 
eli- who inherited all the goods of Abraham; fo Chriſt is 
the appointed heir of all things, of the kingdom of hea- 
Id, ven, the whole houſchold of God. They are to repre- 
re- ſent him thus to the ſouls of men, to make him defire- 


able to them, This is a great work of miniſters Who 
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are ambaſſadors of God; they are ſent from God to 
take a wife for Chriſt; or to make ready a bride for 
him from among the children of men.. 

3- The ſpecial way whereby we repreſent Chriſt un- 
to our fouls through faith, is in the adminiſtration of this 
ordinance, which 1 will ſpeak to upon the great end of 
ſhewing forth the death of the Lord. ; 

Now the former repreſentations were general, this is 
particular; and I cannot at this time go over particu- 
lars. I bleſs the Lord my ſoul hath many times admir- 
-ed the wiſdom and goodneſs of God in the inſtitution of 
this one ordinance, that he took bread and wine for that 
end and purpoſe, merely arbitrary, of his own choice, 
and might have taken any thing elſe, what he had pleaſ- 
ed; that he ſhould fix on the cream of. the creation, 
which is an endleſs ſtore-houſe, if purſued, of repreſent- 
ing the myſteries of Chriſt, When the folly of men 
goes about to invent ceremonies that they would have 
ſigniſicant; when they have found them out, they can- 
not well tell what they ſignify. But though I do ac- 
knowledge, that all the ſignificancy of this ordinance de- 
pends upon the inſtitution, yet there is great wiſdom in 
the fittting of it; the thing was fitted and ſuited to be 
made ule of to that end and purpoſe. | 

One end of the ordinance itſelf is to repreſent the 
death of Chriſt unto us; and it repreſents Chriſt with 
reference to theſe five things. - 

1. It repreſents him with reference to God's /er- 
ting him forth. 2. In reference to his own paſſion. 3. 
In reference to his exhibition in the promiſe. 4. To our 
participation of him by believing. And, 5. To his in- 
corporation with us in union. 

1. The great end of God in reference to Chriſt as to 
his death, was, his ſetting of him forth. Rom. ili. 25. 
© Whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation.” And 
in the very ſetting forth of the elements in this ordi- 
nance, there is a repreſentation of God's ſetting forth his 
Son, of giving him out for this work, of giving him up 
unto it to be a propitiation. 

2. There is a plain repreſentation of his paſſion, of his 
ſuffering and death, and the manner of it. This, with 
all the concerns of it, I treated of the laſt Lord's day, 


ch * 


1 


under the head of recognition, or calling over the death of 


Chriſt,“ Do this in remembrance of me;“ and fo I ſhall 
not again inſiſt upon it. 

. There is a repreſentation off Chriſt in it, as to the 
exoikition and tender of him in the promiſe. Many pro- 


miles are expreſſed in invitations, ** Ho! every one that 


thirits, come,” take cat: there is a promiſe in it. And 
in the tender that is made even of the ſacramental ele- 
ments, there is the exhibition of Chriſt in the promiſe 
repreſented to the ſoul. I told you before God hath 
carefully provided to repreſent Chriſt unto our faith, and 
not to our fancy ; and therefore there is no outward fi- 
militude and figure. We can ſay concerning this ordi- 


nance with all its repreſentations, as God ſaid concern - 
ing his appearing to Moſes upon mount Horeb, Thou 
ſaweſt no ſimilitude.“ God hath taken care there ſhall. 


be no natural figure, that all repreſentations made ma 
ſtand upon inſtitution. Now there is this tender wit 


an invitation. The ve 5 elements of the ordinance are 
t 


a great repreſentation of the propoſal of Chrift to a be- 
leving ſoul. God holds out Chriſt as willing to be re- 


ceived, with an invitations. So we ſhew forth the Lord's 


death. 
4. There is in this ordinance-a repreſentation of Chriſt 
as to our reception of him; for hereon depends the 


whole of the matter. God might make a feaſt of 
fat things, and propoſe it to men; but if they do not 


come to eat, they will not be nouriſhed by it. If you 

make a tender of payment to a man, if he doth not re- 

ceive it, the thing remains at a diſtance as before. Chriſt 

being tendered to a ſoul, if that ſoul doth not receive him, 
he hath no benefit by it.— All theſe ſteps you may go. 


There may be God's exhibition of Chriſt, and ſetting of 


him forth; there may be his own oblation and ſuffer ing. aye 
ing the foundetidn of all that is to come; there may be 
an exhibition of him in the promiſe, tender and invita- 
tion, and yet, if not received, we have no profit by all 
theſe things. What a great "repreſentation of this re- 
ceiving is there in.the adminiſtration of this ordinance, . 
when every one takes the repreſentation of it to himlelt, 

or doth receive it ! : 
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5. Loftly, It gives us a repreſentation of our incorpo- 
ration ia Chriſt; the al luſion whereof ſrom the nature 
of the elements incorporation with us, and being the 
ſtrength of our lives, might eaſily be purſued, — PF his is 


the firſt way of ſhe wing forth the Lord's death. 


II. I ſhall now ſpeak a few words to the profeſſion of 
it among ourlelves, and to others. 

Let me take one or two obſervations to make way for 
it, | 

1. That viſible profeſſion is a matter of more impor- 
tance than moſt men make of it. As the apoſtle faith, 
Rom. x. 10. With the heart man believeth unto righ- 
teouſneſs, and with the mouth confeſſion is made unto 
ſalvation.” Look how indiſpenſibly neceſſary believing 
is unto righteouſneſs, to juſtification ; no leſs indiſpenſi- 
bly neceſſary is confeſſion or profeſſion unto ſalvation. 
There is no man that doth believe with his heart unto 
righteouſneſs, but he will with his mouth (which is there 
taken by a ſynecdoche for the whole of our profeſſion) 
make confeſſion unto ſalvation. This is that which 
brings glory to God. The apoſtle tells us, 2 Cor. ix. 
13. that men © by the experiment of this miniſtration, 
glorify God for your profeſſed fubjection to the goſpel 
of Chriſt.” Glory doth not ariſe out of. obedience, fo 
much as by your profeſſion of it ; by the giving them ex- 
periment, both of your faith and the reality of it, and 
that by this fruit of your profeſſion. | 

Now profeſſion conſiſts in theſe two things; (1.) In 
an abſtience from all things with reference to God and 
his worſhip, which Chriſt has not appointed. (2.) In 


the obſervation and performance of all things that Chriſt 


has appointed. WF. 

Men are apt to think, that abſtinence from the pollu- 
tions that are in the world through luſt, the keeping 
themſelves from the fins and defilements of the world, 
and inclining to that party that is not of the world, is 
profeſſion. Theſe things are good: but our profeſſion 
conſiſts in the obſervation of Chriſt's commands, what 
he requires of us. Go-teach them;“ What to do! 


„% Whatſoever I have commanded them; and lo, I am 


al by you always to the end of the world.” There is 
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an expreſſion, John xiv. 24. wherein our Saviour puts a 


trial of our love to him upon the keeping of his ſayings. 


© He that loveth me not. keepeth not my ſayings.” To 


keep the ſayings of Chriſt is to obſerve the commands 
of Chriſt, which is the perfect trial of our love to him. 

2. There is in this ordinance a ſpecial profeſſion of 
Chriſt. There is a profeſſion of him againſt the ſhame 
of the world; a profeſſion of him againſt the curſe of 
the law; and a profeſſion of him againſt the power of 


the devil. All our profeſſion doth much centre, or is 


mightily acted in this ordinance, 

(1.) The death of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was in the 
world a ſhameful death, and that with which Chriſtians 
were conſtantly reproached, and which hardly went 
down with the world, It is a known ſtory, that when 
the Jeſuits preached the goſpel, as they call it, in China, 
they never let them know of the death of Chriſt, till 
the congregation de propaganda fide commanded it ; for 
the world is mightily ſcandalized at the ſhameful death 
of the croſs, | 

Now in tbis ordinance we profeſs the death of Chriſt 
wherein he was crucified, as a malefaQtor, againſt all 
the contempt of the world; It was a great part of the 
confeſſion of the Chriſtians of old, and there is ſome- 
thing in it ſtill : here we come ſolemnly before God, and 
all the world, and profeſs that we expect all our life and 


ſalvation from the death of this crucified Saviour. 


(2.) In our profeſſion we ſhew forth the death of the 
Lord, in the celebration of this ordinance, in oppoſition 
to the curſe of the law : that whereas the curſe of the 
law doth lay claim to us becauſe we are ſinners, here we 
profeſs that God hath transferred the curſe of the law 
to another who underwent it. So they did with the ſa- 
crifices of old, when they had confeſſed all the fins and 
iniquities of the people over the head of the goat, then 


they ſent him away into deſtruction So it is in this or- 


dinance : here we confeſs all our fins and iniquities over 
the head of this great ſacrifice, and profeſs to the law 
and all its accuſations; that there our fins are charged. 
* Who ſhall lay any thing to our charge ? and who ſhall 
couderan ? It is Chriſt that died. We confront the claim 
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ef the law, ſhake: off its authority as to its curſe, and 
profels to it that its charge is ſatisfied, _ 

(3.) We make a profeſſion againit the power of Sa- 


tan. For the great trial of the power and intereſt of the- 


devil in, unto, and over the ſouls of men, was in the 
croſs of Jelus Chriſt. He put his kingdom to a trial, 
ſtaked his all upon it, muſtered up all the ſtrength he 
had got, all the aids that the guilt of fin and the rage of 
the world could furniſh him with. Now, faith Chr iſt, 
is your hour and power of darkneſs. He comes to try 
what he can do: and what was the iſſue of the death of 
Chriſt ? Why, faith the apoſtle, he ſpoiled principalities 


and powers, and triumphed over them in his croſs. 80 


that, in our celebration. of the death of Chriſt, we do 


profeſs againſt Satan, that his power is broken, that he 
is conquered. tied to the chariot wheels of Chriſt, who | 


has diſarmed him. 
This is the profeſſion we make when we ſhew forth 


the Lord's death, againſt the ſhame of the world, againſt 


the curſe of the law, and the power of hell. — This is the 
ſecond general end of this ordinance, and another means 
it is whereby we have efpecial communion with Chriſt 


in it; which was the thing I aimed at from the words I 


had choſen. And now I have gone through all I intend: 


upon this ſubject 
A word or two of uſe, and I have done. 


I. It is a very great honour and privilege to be call- 


ed of God unto this great work of ſhewing forth the 


death of Chriſt. I think it is as great and glorious a 


work as any of the children of men can be engaged in, 
in this world. I have ſhewed you formerly, how all the 
acts of the glorious properties of God's nature centre 


themſelves in this infinite, wiſe, holy product of them, 


the death of Chriſt: and that God ſhould call us to re- 
preſent and ſhe forth this death. The Lord forgive 


us, where we have not longed to perform this work as 
we ought; for we have ſuffered carnal fears and affec- 


tions, and any thing elſe, to keep us off from employ- 


ing ourſelves in this great and glorious work. The 


e and mercy of God in this matter is ever to be ac- 


knowledged, in that he has called us to this great and 


* 


glorious work. 
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2. Then ſurely it is our duty to anſwer the mind of 
God in this work ; and not to attend to it in a cold,' 
careleſs, and tranſient manner. But methinks we might 
rejoice in our hearts when we have thoughts of it, and 
ſay within ourſelves, Come we will go and ſhew forth the 
Lord's death. The world, the law, and Satan, are con- 
quered by it: bleſſed be God that has given us an 
opportunity to profeſs this. O that our hearts may long 
after the ſeaſon for it, and ſay, When ſhall the time 
come ? 

3. We may do well to remember what was ſpoken 
before concerning the great duty of repreſem ing God to 
our ſouls, that we may know how to attend to it. I 
would ſpeak unto the meaneſt of the flock, to guide our 
hearts and thoughts, which are too ready to wander, and 
are ſo unprofitable for want of ſpiritual fixation. We 
would fain truſt to our afe&:ons rather than to our Faith, 
and would rather have them moved, than faith graciouſ- 
ly to act itſelf. And when we fail therein, we are apt 
to think we fail in our end of the ordinance, becauſe our 
affections were not moved. Set faith genuinely at work, 
and we have the end of the ordinance, , Let it repreſent 
Chriſt to our ſouls, as exhibited of God and given out 
unto us, as ſuffering, as tendered to us, and as received 
and incorporated with us. 


DISCOURSE V. 


January 3. 1688. 
1 Cor. xi. 28. 


But let a man examine himſelf, and fo let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup. 


HAVE been treating of that ſpecial. communton 
which believers have with Chriſt in the adminiſtra- 
tion of the ordinance of the ſupper of the Lord; and 
thought I ſhould have treated no more of that ſubject; 
having gone through all the particulars of it, which were 
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practical, ſuch as might be reduced to preſent practice. 
But I remember” I ſaid nothing concerning preparatzon 
for it, which yet is a needful duty: and therefore I (hall 
a little ſpeak to that allo; not what may doQrinally be 
delivered upon it, but thoſe things, or ſome of them at 
leaft, in which every ſoul will find a practical concern, 
that intends to be a partaker of that ordinance to be- 
nefit and advantage: and I have taken theſe words of 
the apoſtle for my ground-work, But let a man examine 

himſelf, and fo let him eat of that bread, and drink of © 
that cup. 

There were many diſorders fallen in this church at 
Corinth; and that various ways, in ſchiſms and diviſions, 
in aeglect of diſcipline, in falſe opinions, and particular- 
ly in a great abuſe of the adminiſtration of this great or- 
dinance of the 1 of the Lord. And though I do 
not, I dare not, ht not to bleſs God for their ſin; 
yet I bleſs God yg + providence, Had it not been 
for their diſorders, we had all of us been in much dark- 
[ neſs as to all church- way. The correction of their diſor- 
ders contains the principal rule for church-communion, 
and the adminiſtration of this ſacrament, that we have in 
the whole ſcripture ; which might have been hid from 
us, but that God ſuFered them to fall into them on'pur- 
poſe, that through their fall in them and by them, he 
might inſtruct his church in all ages to the end of the 
world. 

The apoſtle i is here rectifying abuſes about the admi- 
- nitration of the Lord's ſupper, which were many; and 
he applies particular directions to all their particular 
miſcarriages, not now to be inſiſted on; and he gathers 
up all directions into this one general rule that I have 
read, Let a man examine bimfel , and ſo let him eat, &c. 
Now this {elf-examinatijon extends itlelf unto the whole 
due preparation of the ſouls of men for the actual parti- 
cipation of this ordinance. And I ſhall endeavour, by 
plain inſtances out of the ſcripture, (which is my way in 
theſe familiar exerciſes), to manifeſt that there is a pre- 
paration neceſſary for the celebration, or obſervance 
of all ſolemn ordinances.—And I ſhall ſhew you what 
that preparation is, and wherein it doth conſiſt.— And 
then I ſhall deduce from thence, what is that particular 
preparation which is incumbent upon us, in reference 
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unto this ſpecial ordinance, that is ſuperadded untò tue 
general preparation that is required unto all ordinances. 
Fir/t, I ſhall manifeſt, that there is a preparation ne- 
ceſſary for the celebration of ſolemn worſhip. We have 
an early inſtance of it in Gen. xxxv. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. In 
the firit verſe, God ſaid unto Jacob, Ariſe go up to 
Bethel, and make there an altar unto God.“ It was a 
ſolemn ordinance Jacob was called unto, to build an al- 
tar unto God, and to offer ſacrifice. What courſe did 
he take? you may fee, ver. 2, 3. And Jacob ſaid un- 
to his houtehold, and to all that were with him, Put a- 
way the ſtrange gods that are among you, and be clean, 
and change your garments; and let us ariſe, and go up 
to Bethel; and I will make there an altar unto God.” 
I will not engage, faith he, in this great duty without a 
reparation for it; and, faith he, the preparation ſhall 
e ſuitable. Peculia ſpecial preparation (to obſerve 
that by. the way) for p. ordinance, confiſts in the re- 
moval of that from us which ſtands in peculiar oppoſi- 
tion to that ordinance, whatever it be. I am to build 
an altar unto God; put away the ſtrange gods; and 
accordingly he did fo. 
When God came to treat with the people in that 
reat ordinance of giving the law, which was the foun- 
dation of all following ordinances, Exod. xix. 10. * The 
Lord faid unto Moſes, Go unto the people and ſanctify 
them to-day and to-morrow, and let them waſh their 
clothes, and be ready againſt the third day; for the 
third day the Lord will come down upon mount Sinai.” 
I will not inſiſt on theſe typical preparations, but only 
ſay, it ſufficiently proves the general theſis, that there 
ought to be fuch a preparation for any meeting with 
God in any of his ordinances. Saith he, Sanctify 
yourlelves, &c. and on the third day I will come. 
God is a great God with whom we have to do. It is 
not good to have carnal boldneſs in our acceſſes and ap- 
proaches to him; and therefore he teaches us, that there 
is a preparation due. And what weight God lays up- 
on this, you may ſee, 2 Chron. xxx. 18, 19, 20. A mul- 
titude of people came to the ſacrifice of the paſſover 
but, ſaith he, they had not cleanſed themſelves, there 
was not due preparation; but Hezekiah prayed for 
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— laying, The good Lord pardon every one that pre- 


pareth his heart to ſeek God, the Lord God of his fa- 
thers, though he be not cleanſed according to the purifica- 
tion of the 2 And the Lord liearkened to Heze- 
kiah, and healed the people.” Perhaps the people might 
have thought it enough, that they had their perſonal qua- 
lification, that they were believers, that they had pre- 
pared their hearts to ſeek the Lord God of their fathers ; 
a thing moſt perſons truſt unto in this matter. No, faith 
the king, in praying for them; they did prepare their 
hearts for the Lord God of their fathers, but they were 
not prepared according to the preparation of the ſanctuary. 
There 1s an inſtituted preparation, as well as a perſonal 
diſpoſition, which if not obſerved, God will ſmite them. 
God had {mote the people; given them ſome token of his 
diſpleaſure : they come with great willingneſs and de- 
fire to be partakers of this holy ordinance ; yet be- 
cauſe they were not prepared according to the putifica- 
tion of the ſanctuary, God {mites them. 

It was an ordinance of God that Paul had to perform, 
and we would have thought it a thing that he might ea- 
fily have done, without any great fore-thought, but it 
had that weight upon his ſpirit, (Rom. xv. 30. 31.) that 
with all earnefineſs he begs the prayers of others that he 
might be carried through the performance of it; Now 
I beſeech you, brethren, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, 
and for the love of the Spirit, that ye ftrive together 
with me in your praytrs to God for me; that my ſer- 
vice which I have for ] eruſalem, may be accepted of the 
faints.” He had a ſervice to do at Jeruſalem. He was - 
gathering the contributions of the ſaints, (an ordinance 
of God), to carry it up to the poor at Jeruſalem ; and 
it was upon his heart, that his ſervice might find accep- 
tance with them; therefore he begs with all his ſoul, © I 
beſeech you brethren,” &c. So great weight did he lay 
upon the performance of an ordinance, that one would 
think might be eafily paſſed over, without any great re- 

ard. 
| , The caution we have, Ecel. v. 1. is to the ſame pur- 
poſe : Keep thy foot when thou goeſt into the houſe of 
God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the ſacri- 
fice of fools ; for they conſider not that they do evil. 1 
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I ſhall not ſtand upon the particular expoſition of any oi 
thele expreſſions, but it is a plain caution of diligent con- 
ſideration of ourſelves in all things we have to do in the 
houſe of God. A-bold venturing upon an ordinance is 
but the ſacrifice of fools : keep thy foot, look to thy af- 
fections; be more ready to hear, faith he; that is, to 
attend unto the command, what God requires from thee, 
and the way and manner of it, than merely to run up- 
on a ſacrifice, or the performance of the duty itſelf. 

I will name one place more: Pſal. xxvi. 6. I will 
waſh my hands in innocency ; ſo will I compals thine 
altar, O Lord.” 

I have a little confirmed this general propoſition, that 
all take for granted ; and I fear we content ourſelves, 
for the moſt part, with the ſtate and condition of thofe 
mentioned, who prepared their hearts to meet the Lord 
God of their fathers, not conſidering how they may be 
prepared according to the preparation of the ſanctuary. 
You will aſk, what is that prepazation ? 

This quettion brings me to the | 

Second general head I propounded to ſpeak unto. I 
anſwer, that the general preparation that reſpects all or- 
dinances, hath kf <a: unto God, to onrlelves, to the 
ordinance itſelf. 

. It hath reſpect unto God, This is the firſt thing 
to be conſidered ; for this he lays down as the great law 
of all his ordinances © © I will be ſan&ified in them that 
draw nigh unto me,” Lev. x. 3. God is, in the firſt 
place, to be conſidered in all our drawings nigh unto 


bim; as that is the general name of all ordinances, a 


drawing nigh, an acceſs unto God, © I will be ſanctifi- 
ed,” &c. Now God is to be conſidered three ways, 
that he may be ſanctified in any ordinance ; as the au- 
thor, as the object, as the end of it. I ſhall ſpeak only 
to thoſe things that lie practically before us, and are in- 
diſpenſably required of us in waiting upon God, in any 
and every ordinance. 

(I.) Our preparation in reference unto God, conſiſts 
in due conſideration of God as the author of any ordi- 


nance wherein we draw nigh unto him. For this is the 


foundation of all ordinances; Rom. xiv. 11. As I 
live, faith the Lord, every knee ſhall bow to me, and e- 
* | 
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very tongue ſhall confeſs to me, A practical ſenſe of 
the authority of God in every ordinance, is that which 
is required in the very firſt place for our preparation. I 
know full well, how that the mind of man is to be in- 
fluenced by general convictions and particular cuſtoms. 
Particular uſages built upon general convictions, carry 
moſt people through their duties : but that is no prepa- 

ration of heart. There is to be an immediate ſenſe of the 
authority and command of God. | 
2.) We are to conſider God in Chriſt, as the imme- 
diate object of that worſhip which in every ordinance 
we do perform. You will aſk, what ſpecial apprehen- 
ſions concerning God are particularly neceſſary to this 
duty of preparation for communion with God in an or- 
dinance ? I anſwer, Two are particularly neceſſary, 
that ſhould be practically upon our thoughts in every 
ordinance, the preſence of God, and the holineſs of God, 
As God is the object of our worſhip, theſe two proper- 
ties of God are principally to be conſidered in all our 
preparations, | i 
(1.) The preſence of Zod. When Elijah (1 Kings 
viii. 27). derided the worſhippers of Baal, the chief 
art of his deriſion was, he is on a journey; you have a 
God that is abſent, ſaith Elijah: and the end of all ido- 
latry in the world, is to teign the preſence of an abſent 
deity, All images and idols are ſet up for no other end, 
but to feign the preſence of what really is abſent. Our 
God is preſent and in all his ordinances. I beg of God, 
I may have a double ſenſe of his prelence, .) A ſpe- 
cial ſenie of his omnipreſence. God requires, that we 
ſhould pur in all ordinances-a ſpecialty of faith upon his 
general attributes. Gen. xxviii 16. Jacob when God 
appeared unto him, though but in a dream, awaked out 
of ſleep, and ſaid, Surely. the Lord is in this place, 
and I knew it not.” I would ſay fo concerning every 
ordinance whereunto I go; the Lord is in that place, 
I ſpeak now only concerning his real preſence: for if i- 
dolaters adorn all their places of worſhip with pictures, 
images, and idols, that they might feign the preſence of 
a God; I ought to act faith particularly upon the real 
preſence of the immenſe and &rmnipreſent God. He 
bids us conſider it in the buſineſs of his worſhip ; Jer. 


ET” E 
l *xili. 23. Am I a God at hand, faith the Lord; and 
not a God afar off? Confider my glorions preſence is e- 


very where. As we ought always, wherever we are, 
[ and whatever we do, to carry a ſenſe with us of the pre- 
5 ſence of God, to ſay, God is here, that we may not be 
| ſurprmed in our journies, or in any thing that may befal 
: vs, ſuppoſe a broken leg or a broken atm; then we may 
d ſay, God is in this place, and I knew it not: fo particu. 
- larly where we have to do in his ordinances, let there 
be an antecedent remembrance that. God is in that 
: place, | 
X 2.) We are to remember the gracious prefence of 
” God. There was a twofold preſence of God of old, 
: the one temporary, by an extraordinary appearance; the 
15 ; <a 
>, other ſtanding, by a continued inſtitution. Wherever 
God made an extraordinary appearance, there he requir- 
J's ed of his people to look upon him to have a fpecial'pre- 
7 ſence. It was but temporary, When God appeared to 
21 | Moſes in the buſh : * Draw not nigh, faith God, put off 
2M the ſhoes from off thy feet ; for the ground whereon thou 


ſtandeſt is holy; becaufe of God's ſpecial appearance.” 
But the next day, as far as I know, ſheep fed upon that 
holy ground. It was no longer holy than God's appear- 
ance made it ſo, So he ſaid to Joſhua, When he was by 
Jericho, Looſe thy ſhoe from off thy foot, for the place 
whereon thou ſtandeſt is holy,” ſol. v. 1 5. It was a 
temporary appearance of God; there was his ſpecial 
preſence. It was ſo on the inflithtion of the taberna- 
cle and temple ; God inſtituted them, and gave his ſpe- 
cial preſence to them by virtue of his inſtitution. Our 
Saviour tells us, all this is departed under the bot 
pel, John iv. 21. * You ſhall no Ionger worſhip God 
ſaith he, neither in this mountain, nor yet. at Jeruſalem ; 
but he that worſhippeth God, muſt worſhip him in ſpi- 
rit and in truth.—ls there no ſpecial preſence of God 
remains then? yea, there is a ſpecial preſence of God 
in all his ordinances and inſtitutions. ** Wherever 1 
record my name, (as the name of God is upon all his in» 
ſtitutions), there will I come unto you, and I wilt Blzfs 
you, faith God,” Exod. xx. 24, Let us exerciſe our 
thoughts then to this ſpecial promiſed preſence of God 
in every ordinance and inſlitution; it belongs greatly to 
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our due preparation for an ordinance. It was no hard 
thing for them, you may think, of old, where God had 
put his preſence in a place, to go thither, and expect the 
preſence of God; things that are abſent are hard, things 
that are preſent are not ſo, But it is no harder matter 
for us to go and expect God's preſence in his inſtituted 
ordinances now, than for them to go to the temple ; con- 
ſidering God, as the object of our worſhip, is no leſs 
_. preſent with us. | 

(2.) The ſecond property, which is principally to be 
conſidered in God, in his ordinances, as he is the object 
of them, is his holineſs. This is the general rule that 
God gives in all ordinances : © Be ye holy, for I the 
Lord your God am holy.” And Joſhua, chap, xxiv. 19. 
tells the people what they were principally to confider 
in ſerving the Lord. We will ſerve the Lord, ſay 
the people: faith Joſhua, You cannot ſerve him, for the 
Lord is an holy God ;” intimating, that they were to 
have due apprehenſions of his holineſs ; and without it 
there is no approaching unto him in his ſervice, The 
apoſtle gives a great and plain rule to this purpoſe, 
Heb. xii. 29. Let us have grace, ſaith he, whereby 
we may ſerve God acceptably, with reverence and god- 
ly fear.” What doth he-propoſe now as the. principal 
reaſdn why he requires this preparation? For, {ſaith he, 
our God 1s a conſuming fire. What property of God 
is expreſſed by this word conſuming fire! It is the ho- 
lineſs of God, the purity of God's nature, that caa bear 
no corrupt nor defiled thing. It is ſet forth by that 
metaphorical expreſſion, a conſuming fire, As fire is 
the moſt pure and unmixed element, and ſo powerful of 
itſelf as that it will conſume and deſtroy every thing 
that is not perfectly of its own nature; fo is God, ſaith 
he, @ conſuming fire; and in all your ſerving of him, 
and approaches unto him, labour to obtain a frame of ſpi- 
rit that becomes them who have to do with that God 
Who is ſo pure and holy. | | 
I] do hut chuſe out theſe things, which in the way of 
ordinances, I would ſay, are, I may ſay, deſire, ſhould 
be moſt upon my heart and ſpirit : I might eafily en- 
large it to other conſiderations. But let theſe two con» 
fiderations dwell upon our minds, as our preparation for 


* 
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4 I our acceſs unto God; thoughts of his glorious and gra- 
] cious preſence, and of his holineſs, Pſal. xciii. 5. Ho- 
| lineſs becometh thine houſe, O Lord, for ever.“ That 
ur is the ſecond thing with reſpe& to God, as the object 
8 of all the ordinances of our worſhip. | 
4 (3.) Our preparation reſpects God as he is the end 
| of ordinances; and that to theſe three purpoſes, if 1 
c could inſiſt upon them. He is the end of them, as we 
oY aim in them to give glory unto him: he is the end of 
* them, as we aim in them to be accepted with him: he is 


the end of them, as we aim in them to be bleſſed by him. 
Ct Theſe are three things that are our end in all ordinances 


that we celebrate. 
_ (1.) The firſt is, the general end of all that we do in 
27 this world ; we are to do all to the glory of God: it is 
e 


the immediate end of all our worſhip. If I am a Fa- 
ay ther, ſaith he, where is my honour ? where is my glo- 
ry?” Mal. 1.6. Do you come to'worſhip me ? you are 
to give me honour as to a Father, glory as to a Maſter, 
as to a Lord. . We come to own hun as our Father, ac 
he knowledge our dependence upon him as a Father, 
ſubmiſſion to him as our Lord and Maſter, and thus ge 
by glory to him. He hath never taken one ſtep t. * 
od. preparing his heart according to the preparation 0 


ec 


the 


pal ſanctuary, in the celebration of ordinances, who hath” 
Ne, not deſigned in them to give glory unto God. | 
+; (2.) Another end is, to be accepted with him; 
ho- cording to that great promiſe; which you have, E 
oy xliii, 27. You ſhall make your burnt offerings up 
Hat. altar; and I will accept you, faith the Lord God.“ It 
c is a promiſe of goſpel- times; for it is in the deſcription | 
Lot of the new, glorious temple. We come to God to have | 
7A 4 our perſons and. offerings. accepted by Jeſus Chriſt. | 
: And, | 288 | F344 
Pry (3.) To be blefſed according to his promiſe. That 
5 Sod will bleſs us out of Zion. What the particular 
__ bleſſings are we look for in particular ordinances, in due 
of time, God aſſiſting, I (hall acquaint you with, when we 
I i come to the {ſpecial and particular preparation for that 
= ordinance we aim at. But this is neceſſary to all, and 
$34 fo to that. © | | 
for 2. This preparation reſpeds auzrſelves. There are 
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three things which I deſire ꝛ ay be prepared 
by in reference to the ordinanegago,. 
(.). The firſt is indipenfably laid down in 

_ that great jule, Pal, IxVr. 18. eegard miquity 

in my heart, the Lord will not eat ' that I bring a 
heart to ordinances without re ae! ny particular ini- 
quity. We have the dreadful nitag of Judas, who 
came to that great ordinance I the pMover with regard 

to iniquity in his heart, which pariieular iniquity was 
covetoulneſs, and went away with the: vil in his whole 
mind and*ſoul. EL 8 | 
Ezek. xiv. 4. is another place this purpoſe: 
Therefore ſpeak unto them, and ſay hto them, thus 
faith the Lord God, Every man of the Houſe of Ifrael 

that ſetteth up his idols in his heart, and puſteth the ſtum- 
bling-block of his iniquity before his face, and cometh 

to the prophet, I the Lord will anſwer him that cometh, 
according to the multitud&Wf. his idols,” There is no 
more effectual courſe in the world to make poor ſouls in- 
E, ortigibks, "yo to come to ordinances, and be able to di- 
«© jeſt under them a regard to iniquity in our hearts. If 
©, Wwaſhave ies, God will anſwer us according to our i- 
..idolss Wh is the anſwering of men according to 
*thUir-idols ? Why plainly, it is this, allotting them peace 
while they have their idols; you ſhall have peace with 
ird to iniquity; you come for peace, take peace; 
n is the ſaddeft conditiorf any foul can be left un- 
vou ſhalt have pegce and your idols together. 
hever we Fepare batſelves, if this part of our pre- 
paration be rg i de do not all of us caſt out the 
idols of our e eee regarding of iniquity, al! 

is loft. *. 7 

( 2.) The r preparation on our own part, 

is ſelf-abaſeme ok a deep ſenſe of the infinite di- 

tance that is H Hod and us) whom we go to meet. 

I have taken upon myſelf to ſpeak to the great Poſſeſſor 
of heaven and extth, "who am but duſtand aſhes. Nothing 
brings God and man o nezr together, as a due ſenſe of 

bur infinite diſtaggen H. lvii. 15. Thus faith the 
| Pig and lofty One ho inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name 

is holy, I dwell in the gh and holy place; with him 

alſo that Is of « contrite'ayd humble ſpirit. 
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(3.) A heart filled with love to ordinances is a great 
preparation for an ordinance. How doth David in the 
eighty fourth pſalm, pant and long, and breathe aſter 
the ordinances of God! To love prayer, to love the 
word, is a great preparation for both. To love the pre- 
fence of Chriſt in the ſupper, is a great preparation for 


it. To Keep aq habitual frame of love in the heart for 


ordinances. 


1 would not load your memories with particulars. I 


mention plain practical things unto thoſe, for whoſe ſpi- 
ritual weifare F am more particularly concerned ; that 
we may retain them for our uſe, and know them for our- 
ſelves; and they are ſuch as I know mote or leſs (though 
perhaps not ſo diſtinctiy) all our hearts work after, and 
in theſe things our {ouls do live. 

. Our preparation in- reference unto any ordinance 
itſelf; which conſiſts in two things. 

(1. ) A fatisfaQtory perſuaſion of the inſtitution of the 
ordinance itſelf; that it is that which God hath appoint- 
ed, If God ſhould meet us, and ſay, Who hath re- 
quired theſe things at your hands wo and Chriſt ſhould 
come and ſay, Every plant that my heavenly Father 
hath not planted ſhall be plucked up; or, In vain do you 
worſhip me, teaching for doctrines the commandments 
of men:“ How would ſuch words fill the hearts of poor 
creatures with confuſion, if engaged in ſuch ways that 
God hath not required * We mult be careful then, that 
for the ſubſtance of the duty, it be appointed by God. 


(2.) That it be performed in a due manner. One fail- 


ure herein what a diſturbance did it bring upon poor Da- 
vid? It is obſerved by many, that ſearch the whole 
courle of David's life, that what he was moſt eminent 
in, which God did fo bleſs bim for, andawn him in, was 
his love to the ordinances of God. And I cannot but 
think with what a full heart David-went to bring home 
the ark; with what longings after God; with what re- 
Jorcings in him; with what promiſes to himſelf, what glo- 
rious things here would be, after he had the ark of God to 
be with him ; and yet, when he went to do this, you know 
what a breach God wade upon him, daſhed all his hopes 
and all the good frame in him: Gol made a breach up- 


on Uzzah; and it 1s ſaid, the "Ae God did diſpleaſed 


— — 
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David, it quite unframed him, and threw a damp on li joy 
and delight for the preſent, But he afterwards gathers 
it up, 1 Chron. xv. 12, 13. © He ſpake to the Levites, 
Sanctify yourſelves both ye and your brethren, that ye 
may bring up the ark ot the Lord God of Iſrael, unto 


the place that I have prepared for it, For becauſe ye 
did it not at the firſt, the Lord our God made a breach 


upon us, for that we fought him-not after the due order,”” 


We ſought him, faith he, but not after the due order. 


And what that due order was he ſhews in the next ver- 


fes, where he declares that the Levites carried the ark. 


upon their own ſhoulders, with the ſtaves thereon, as 


Moles commanded, according to the word of the Lord; 


whereas before they carried it m a-cart, which was not 
for that ſervice. It is a great thing to have the admi- 


niſtration of an ordinance in the due order. God lays 


great weight upon it, and we ought to take care that the 


order be obſerved. 
This is what we have to offer to. you concern- 


ing the two general. propoſitioas, That there is a prepa- 


ration required of us for the oblervance of all ſolemu or- 


dinances; and, That this preparation conſiſts in a due re- 


gard to God, to ourſelves, and to the ordinance, what- 


ever it. be. To God as the author, as the object, and as 


the end of ordinances; to ourſelves, to remove that which 


would hinder, not to regard iniquity, to be ſelf. abaſed in 


our hearts with reſpect to the infinite diſtance that there 
is between God and us, and with a love unto ordinances; 
with reſpect unto the ordinance itſelf, that it be of God's 
appointment for the matter and manner. Theſe things 


may help us to a. due conſideration, whether we have. 


failed in any of them or not. 

I have mentioned nothing but what is plain and evi- 
dent from the ſcripture, and what is praQticable ; nothing 
but what is really required of us; ſuch things as we 
ought not to eſteem a burden, but an advantage; and 


whereinſoever we have been wanting, we ſhould do well 


to labour to have our hearts affected with it! for it hath 
been one cauſe why ſo many of us have laboured in the 


fire under ordinances, and have had no profit nor benefit 


by them. As I faid betore, conviction is the founda- 


tion, cuſtom is the building of moſt in their obſervation 
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of ordinauces. Some grow weary of them ; ſome wear 
them on their necks as a burden; ſome ſeek relief from 
them, and do not find it; and is it any wonder if this 
great duty be wanting * having neither conſidered God, 
nor ourſelves, in what we go about ! and above all things 
take heed of that deceit I mentioned, which is certainly 
very apt to impoſe itſelf upon us, That where there 
is a diſpoſition in the perſon there needs no prepa- 
ration for the duty. There was a preparation in thoſe 
whom God broke out upon, becauſe they were not pre- 
pared acording to the preparation of the ſanctuary: that 
is, in that way and manner of preparation; they had not 
gone through thole cleanſings E 2 were inſtituted un- 
der the law. 


DISCOURSE VI. 
January 21,1658. 
1 Cor. xi. 28. 


But let a man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup. 


Have been treating in ſundry of theſe familiar exer- 
ciſes about communion with Jeſus Chriſt in that 
great ordinance of the Lord's ſupper, intending prin- 
cipally, if not ſolely, the inſtrudtion of thoſe who have, 
it may be, been leaſt exerciſed in ſuch duties. I have 
ſpoke ſomething of preparation for it, and on the laſt 
opportunity of this kind I did inſiſt upon theſe two 
things, That there is a preparation required unto the due 
oblervance of every ſolemn ordinance ; and I did mani- 
feſt, what in general was required to that preparation. 
I have nothing to do at preſent, but to confider the ap- 
plication of thoſe general rules to the ſpecial ordinance 
of the ſupper of the Lord, For the ſpecial preparation 
for an ordinance conſiſts in the ſpecial reſpe& which we 
have to that ordinance in our general preparation ; and 
I thall ſpeak to it plainly, ſo as that the weakeſt, who 
are concerned may fee their intereſt in it, and have fome 
guidance to their practice. 
And there are two things which may be conſidered 
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to this purpoſe, The ime wherein this duty is to be per- 
formed; and, The duty of preparation itſelf. 

Fir/t, The time of the performance of the duty; for 
that indeed regards as well what hath been ſaid concern- 
ing preparation in general, as what ſhall now be farther 
added concerning preparation in particular, with reſpect 
to this ordinance. +, 

Time bath double reſpect unto the worſhip of God, 
as a part of it; ſo it is when it is ſeparated by the ap- 
pointment of God himſelf; and, as a neceſſary adjunct 
of thoſe actions whereby the worſhip of God is Rat + 1 
ed; for there is nothing can be done, but it wuſt be 
done in time, the inſeparable adjunct of all actions. 

And therefore having proved that a preparation 1s 
neceſſary, I ſhall prove that there is a time neceſſary ; for 
| there can be no duty performed, but it muſt be perform- 
ed, as I ſaid, in ſome time. 

For the right ſtating of that therefore 1 mal give you 
theſe rules. 


I. That there js a time antecedent to the celebration 
of this ordinance to be fet apart for preparation unto it. 
The very nature of the duty, which-we call preparation, 
doth inevitably include this, that the time for it muft be 
antecedent to the great duty of obſerving the ordinance 
itſelf, So Mat. xxvii. 62. the evening before the paſ- 
ſover is called the preparation of the paſſover, time ſet 
apart for the preparation of it. 

2. The ſecond rule is this, That there is no particular 
ſet time neither as to the day, or ſeaſon of the day, as to 
the beginning or ending of it, that is determined for this 
duty in the ſcripture z but the duty itſelf being com- 
manded, the time is left to our own prudence, to be re- 
gulated according to what duty doth require; ſo that 
you are not to expect that I ſhould preciſely determine 
this or that time, this or that day, this or that hour, io 
long or ſo ſhort ; for God hath left theſe things to our 
liberty, to be regulated by our own duty and neceſlity. 

3. There are three things that will greatly guide a 
man in the determination of the time, which is thus left 
unto his own judgment according to the apprehenſion of 
his „ | 
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(1.) That he chuſe a time wherein the preparation 7 
it may probably influence his mind and ſpirit in and unto 
the ordinance itlelf, Perſons may chuſe a time for pre- 
paration, when there may be ſuch an interpoſition of 
worldly thoughts and buſineſs, between the preparation 
and the ordinance, that their minds may be no way in- 
fluenced by it in the performance and obſervation of the 
duty. The time'ought to be ſo fixed, that the duty 
may leave a ſavour upon the ſoul unto the time of the 
celebration of the ordinance itſelf, whether it be the pre- 
ceding day, or whether it be the ſame-day. The work 
is loſt unleſs a man endeavours to keep up à ſenſe of thoſe 
impreſſions which he received in that work. 

(2.) Providential occurrences and intimations are great 
rules for the chuling of time and ſeaſon for duties. Paul 
comes to Athens, Acts xvii. and, in all probability, he 
intended not to preach immediately upon his journey. 
He intended to take ſome time for his refreſhment. But 
obſerving the wickedneſs of the place, ver. 16. that 
they were wholly given to idolatry,” and obſerving an 
altar to the unknown God, ver. 32. he laid hold of that 
hint of providence, that inxtimation given him by God's 
providence from theſe things, and immediately fell up- 
on his work; which God bleſſed with great ſucceſs. 
There be a thouſand ways, if I may fo ſay, wherein an 
obſerving Chriſtian may find God hinting and intimat- 
ing duties unto him. The fins of other men, their graces, 
mercies, dangers, may be all unto us intimations of a ſea- 
ſon for duty. Were none of us ever ſent to God by the 
outrageous wickedneſs of others? by the very obſerva- 
tion of it? And it is a ſign of a good ſpirit to turn pro- 
vidential intimations into duties. The Plalmiſt ſpeaks 
to that purpoſe, Plal. xxxii. 8, 9.“ I will guide thee by 
mine eye,” ſaith he. "The next words are, Be not as 
the horſe, or as the mule which hath no underſtanding ; 
whoſe mouth muſt be held in with bit and bridle.” God 
loves a pliable fpirit, that upon every look of his eye 
will be guided to a duty. But thoſe who are like horſes 
and males, that muſt be held with a ftrong rein, that will 
not be turned, till God puts great ſtrength to it, are poſ- 
ſeſſed with ſuch a frame of {pirit which God approves 
not, You are left at liberty to chuſe a time, but obſerve 
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any intimation of providence that may direct to that 
time. 

(3. ) Be ſure to improve ſurpriſals with gracious diſpo- 
fitions, I mean in the approach of ſolemn ordinances. 
Sometimes the ſoul is ſurpriſed with a gracious diſpoſi- 
tion, as in Canticles vi. 12. Or ever I was aware, my 
ſoul made me like the chariots of Amminadib.” I knew 
it not, ſaith the church, I was not aware of it, but I 
found my ſoul in a {peciaL willing manner drawn forth 
to communion with Chriſt, Is God pleaſed at any time 
to give us ſuch gracious ſurpriſals, with an holy diſ- 
poſition to be dealing with him, it will be the beit ſea- 
ſon ; let it not be omitted. 

Theſe things will a little direct us in the determina- 
tion of the time for preparation, which is left unto our 
own liberty.. 

4. Take care that the time deſigned and allotted, does 
neither too much intrench upon the occaſions of the out- 
ward man, nor upon the weakneſs of the inward man. 
If it doth they will be too hard for us. I confels in this 

eneral obſervation which profeſſors are fallen into, and 
that cuſtom which is in the obſervation of duties, there 
is little need to give this rule. But we are not to ac- 
commodate our rule unto our corruptions, but unto our 
duties; and ſo there is a double rule in ſcripture that 
fortifies this rule; the one is that great rule of our Sa- 
viour, That God will have mercy, and not facrifice.” 
Where theſe duties of obſerving ſacrifices do ſenſibly in- 
trench upon dutics of mercy, God doth not require it ; 
which hath a great regard even unto our outward occa- 
fions. And the other rule is this, That bodily exer- 
ciſe profits little,” When we aſſign ſo long a time as 
wearies out our ſpirits, and obſerve the time, becauſe of 
the time, it is bodily exerciſe ; when the vigour of our 
ſpirits is gone, which is a ſacrifice God delights not in. 
As Jacob told Eſau, if the cattle were driven beyond 
their pace they would die; ſo we find by experience, 
that though with ſtrong reſolutions we may engage unto 
duties in ſuch a manner as may intrench upon theſe out- 
ward occaſions, or thoſe weak neſſes, they will return, and 
be too hard for us, and inſtead of getting ground, they 
will drive us off ours; ſo that there is prudence to be re- 


quired therein, 
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5. Let not the time allotted be ſo ſhort, as to be un- 
meet for the going through with the duty effectually. 
Men may be ready to turn their private prayers into a 
few ejaculations, and going in or out of a room may ſerve 
them for preparation for the moſt ſolemn ordinance. 
This hath loſt us the power, the glory, and the beauty 
of our profeſſion. Never was profeſſion held up to more 
glory and beauty, than when perſons were moſt exact in 
their preparation for the duties of their profeſſion ; no- 
thing will ſerve their turn, but their ſouls having real 
and ſuitable converſe with God, as unto the duty that 
lies before them. | 

6. The time of preparation is to be exerciſed and 
made more ſolemn upon extraordinary occaſions. The 
intervention of extraordinary occaſions muſt add a ſolem- 
nity to the time of preparation, if we intend to walk 
with God in a due manner. Theſe extraordinary oc- 
caſions may be referred to three heads, particular fins, 
particular mercies, particular duties. 

(I.) Is there an interveniency upon the conſcience of ” 
any ſpecial fin, that either the ſoul hath been really over- 
taken with, or that God 1s pleaſed to ſet home afreſh up- 
on the ſpirit, there is then an addition to be made unto 
the time of our preparation, to bring things to that iſſue 
between God and our ſouls, that we may attend upon 
the ordinance, to hearken what God the Lord will now 
ſpeak, and then he will ſpeak - peace. This is the firſt 
principal extraordinary interveniency, that muſt make 
an addition to the time of preparation for this ordinance. 

(2.) The interveniences of mercies. The ordinance 
hath the nature of a thank- offering, and is the great me- 
dium, or means, of our returning praiſe unto God, that 
we can make uſe of in this world. And then are we 
truly thankful for a temporal mercy, when it engages 
our hearts to thank God for Chriſt, by whom all mer- 


cies are bleſſed to us. Hath God caſt in any ſpecial 


mercy ? add unto the ſpecial preparation, that che heart 
may be fit to bleſs God for him, who is the fountain 
and cauſe of all mercies. | 

(3-) Special duties require the like, For it being the 
ſolema time of our renewing covenant with God, we 


ſtand in need of a renewal of ſtrength from God, if we 
| f | 


% 
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intend to perform ſpecial duties; and in our rene win 
covenant with God, we receive that ſpecial ſtrength for 
theſe ſpecial duties. PETS | 

Theſe rules I have offered you concerning the time of 
this great duty of preparation, which I am 1 un- 
to; and I ſhall add one more, without which you will 
eaſily grant that all the reſt will fall to the ground, and 
with which God will teach you all the reft ; and that is, 
Be ſure you ſet apar! ſome time. I am greatly afraid of 

. cuitomarineſs in this matter. Perſons complain, that in 
waiting upon God in that o1dinance, they do not receive 
that entertainment at the hand of God, that refreſhment 
which they looked for. They have more reaſon to won- 
der, that they were not caſt out, as thoſe who came with- 
out a wedding garment. That is not only required of 
us, that we come with our wedding garment, which every 
believer hath, but that we come decked with this gar- 
ment. A man may have a garment that may fit very ill, 
very unhandſomely, about him. 'The bride dechs her- 
felf with her garments for the bridegroom, We are to 
do ſo for the meeting with Chriſt in this ordinance, to ſtir 
up all the graces God hath beſtowed upon us, that we 
may be decked for Chrift. There lies the unprofitable- 
neſs under that ordinance, that though God has given us 
the wedding-garment that we are not caſt out, yet we 
take not care to deck ourſelves, that God and Chriſt may 
give us refreſhing entertainment when we come into his 
preſence. Our failing herein evidently and apparently 
witneſſes to the faces of moſt profeſſors, that this is the 
ound of their unproſitableneſs under that ordinance. 
So much for the time. | 

Secondly, I ſhall now ſpeak a little to the duty itſelf 
of >reparation for that ordinance; remembering what 1 
ſpake before of preparation in general, unto all ſolemn 
ordinances, which muſt ſtill be ſuppoled.  _ 

Now the duty may be reduced to theſe four heads, 
meditation, examination, ſupplication, expectation. And 
if 1 miſtake not, they are all given us in one verſe; and 
though not directly applied to this ordinance, yet to this 
among other ways of our intimate communion with 

Chriſt: Zech. xit. to.“ I will pour upon the houſe 
of David, and upon the inhabitants of jeruſalem, the 
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Spirit of grace and of ſupplications, and they ſhall look. 
upon me whom they have pierced, and they ſhall mourn 
for him, as one mourneth for his only ſon, and ſhall be 
in bitterneſs for him, as one that is in bitterneſs for his 
firit born.“ There is (1.) Meditation: they ſhall look 
upon him; this is no otherwiſe to be performed but by 
the meditation of faith. Our looking upon Chrift is by 
believing meditation. Looking argues the fixing of the 
fipht ; and meditation is the fixing of faith in its actings. 
Looking 1s a fixing of the eye; faith is the eye of the 
ſoul ; and to look is to fix faith in meditation. And 
there is (2.) Examination, which produceth the mourn- 
ing here mentioned. For though it is ſaid, They h/ 
mourn for him; it was not to mourn for his ſufferings ; 
for lo he ſaid, * Weep not for me;“ but to mourn up- 
on the account of thoſe things wherein they were con- 
cerned in his ſufferings, It brings to repentance ; which 
is the principal deſign of this examination. (3.) There 
is Supplication; for there ſhall be poured out a ſpirit of 
grace and ſupplication. And (4.) there is Expectation; 
which is included alſo in that of looking unto Chriſt. 

1. The firſt part of this duty of preparation conſiſts in 
meditation : and meditation is a duty, that by reaſon of 
the vanity of our on minds, and the variety of objects 
which they are apt to fix upon, even believers them- 
{clves do find as great a difficulty therein as any. 

{ ſhall only mention thoſe ſpecial objects which our 
thoughts are to be fixed upon in this preparatory duty; 
and you may reduce them to the following heads. 

(I.) The principal ohje& of meditation in our prepa- 
ration for this ordinance, is the horrible guilt and pro- 
vocation that is in fin, There ys a repreſentation of the 
guilt of fin made in the croſs of Chriſt. There was a 


great repreſentation of it in the puniſhment of angels; a 


great repreſentation of it is made in the deſttuction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah ; and both thele are propoſed un- 
to us in a ſpecial manner, (2 Pet. ii. 4, ;, 6.) to ſet forth ' 
the heinous nature of the guilt of fin; but they come 
very ſhort, nay, give me leave to ſay, that hell itſelf 
comes ſhort of repreſenting the guilt of fin, in compari- 
ſon of the croſs of Chriſt, And the Haly Ghoſt would 
have us mind it, where he ſaith, © He was made fin for 
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us,” 2 Cor. v. 21. See what comes of fin, ſaith he, what 
demerit, what provocation there is in it; to ſee the Son 
of God praying, crying, trembling, bleeding, dying, God 
hiding his face from him; the earth trembling under him; 


darkneis round about him; how can the ſoul but cry out, 


O Lord is this the effect of ſin! is all this in fin! Here 
then take a view of fin, Others look on it in its plea- 
ſares and the advantages of it; and cry, Is it not a little 
one ? as Lot of Zoar, But look on it in the Croſs of 
Chriſt, and there it appears in another hue. All this is 
from my fin, ſaith the contrite foul. et 

(2.) The-puriy, the holineſs, and the ſeverity of God, 
that would not paſs by fin, when it was charged upon 
his Son. He ſet him forth (Rom. iii. 25.) to declare 
his righteouſneſs,” As there was a repreſentation of the 
guilt of fin, ſo there was an everlaſting repreſentation of 
the holineſs and righteouſneſs of God in the croſs of ſe- 
ſus Chriit, He ſpared him not. And may the ſoul ſay, 


Is God thus holy in his nature, thus ſevere in the exe- 


cution of his wrath, ſo to puniſh, and ſo to revenge lin, 
when bis Son undertook to anſwer for it? How dread- 
ful is this God ! how glorious ! what a conſuming fire ! 


It is that which will make ſinners in Zion cry, © Who 


among us ſhall dwell with the devouring fire? who a- 
mong us ſhall dwell with everlaſting burnings ?” Iſa. 
xxxili. 14. Confider the holineſs and the ſeverity of God 
in the croſs of Chriſt, and it will make the ſoul look a- 
bout him, how to appear-in the preſence of that God. 
(3.) Would you have another object of your medita- 
tion in this matter; let it be the infinite wiſdom and the 
infinite love of God that found out this way of glorify- 
ing his holineſs and juſtice, and dealing with fin accord- 
ing to its demerit. God ſo loved the world, (John lii. 
16.) as to ſend his only begotten Son. And herein is 
love, love indeed! (1 John iv. 10.), that God ſent his 
Son to die for us,” And the apoſtle, Eph. iii. 10. lays 
it upon the manifold wiſdom of God, Bring forth your 
faith; be your faith never ſo weak, never fo little a rea- 
lity, do but realize it, and do not let common thoughts and 
notions take up and poſſeſs your ſpirits : here is a = 
rious object for it to work upon, to conſider the-infinite 
wiidom and love that found out this way. It was out 
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of love unſearchable. And now what may not my poor 
linful foul expect from this love ? what difficulties can I 
be entangled in, but this wiſdom can diſentangle me? 
and what dittempers can I be under, but this love may 
heal and recover? There is hope then, faith the foul, in 
preparation for theſe things. > OG 

(4.) Let the infinite love of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf be al- 
ſo at ſuch a ſeaſon had in remembrance. Gal, iii. 10. 
Who loved me and gave himſelf for me.” Rev. i. 5. 
* Who loved us, and wathed us in his own blood.” Phil. 
ii. 6, 7, 8. Who, when he was in the form of God, and 
thought it no robbery to be equal with God, humbled. 
himſelf, and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the croſs.” 2 Cor. viii. 9. This was the grace of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that though he was rich, yet for your 


fakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might 
be rich.” The all-conquering and all endearing love 
of Chriſt, is a bleſſed. preparative meditation for this 
great ordinance. : 

(5.) There is the end, what all this came to; this 
guilt of ſin, this holineſs of God, this wiſdom of grace, 
this love of Chriſt; what did all this come to? Why 
the apoſtle tells us, Col. I. 20. He hath made peace 
through the. blood of his croſs.” The end of it all was 
to make peace between God and us; and this under- 


taking iflued in his blood, that was able to do it, and no- 


thing elſe; yea, that hath done it. It is a very hard 
thing for a ſoul to believe, that there is peace made 
with God for him, and for- bis fin; but really trace it 
through. theſe ſteps, and it will give a great deal of 
ſtrength to faith. Derive it from the loweſt, the deep- 
eſt pit of the. guilt of fin ; carry it into the preſence of 
the {everity.ot God, and fo bring it to the love of Chriſt, 
and the iſſue which the. ſcriptures teſtify of all theſe 
things was, to make peace and reconciliation. 

Some may {ay, that they would willingly meditate up- 
on theſe things, but they cannot remember them, tHey 
cannot retain them, and it would be long work to go 
through and think of them all; and ſuch as they have 
not ſtrength and ſeaſon for. 

I anſwer | 1. My intention is not to burden your me- 
mory, or your practice, to help your faith. I do 

| 3. | 
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not preſeribe theſe things as all of them neceſſary to be 
gone through in every duty of preparation; but you all 
know, they are ſuch as may be uſed, every one of them 
ſingly in the duty; though they that would go through 
them all again and again, would be no loſers by it, but 
will find ſomething that will be food and refreſhment 
for their ſouls. But, My 

[2.] Let your peculiar meditation be regulated by 
your peculiar preſent condition. Suppole, tor inſtance; 
the ſoul is preſſed with a ſenſe of the guilt of any fin, or 
of many ſins; let the preparative meditation. be fixed 
upon the grace of God, and upon the love of Jeſus Chriſt, 
that are ſuited to give relief unto the ſoul in ſuch a con- 
dition,——Is the ſoul burdened with ſenſeleſſneſs of fin ? 
doth it not find itſelf ſo ſenſible of fin as it would be; 
but rather that it can entertain flight thoughts of ſin? 
let meditation be principally directed unto the great 
gnilt of fin as repreſented in the death and croſs of 
Chriſt, and to the ſeverity of God as there repreſented. 
Other things may lay hold on our carnal affections; but 
if this lay not hold upon faith, nothing will. 

J have one rule more in theſe meditations; Doth any 
thing fall in that doth peculiarly affect your ſpirits, as 
to that regard which you have to God ? Set it down. 
Moſt Chriſtians are poor in experience; they have no 
itock ; they have not laid up any thing for a dear year or 
a hard time: though they may have had many tokens for 
good, yet they have forgot them. When your hearts are 
raiſed by intercourſe between God and yourſelves in the 
performance of this duty, be at pains to ſet them down for 
your own uſe; if any thing do immediately affect your 
fpirits you will be no loſer by it ; it is as eaſy a way to grow 
rich in {piritual experiences as any I know. — This is the 
part of this duty of preparation, which, with the rules 
given, may be conſtantly ſo obſerved, as to be no way 
burdenſome nor weariſome to you; but very much to 
your advantage. The other duties I ſhall but name, and 
ſo have done. | | | 

2. There is examination. Examination is the word 
in my text, and that duty which moſt have commonly 
ſpoke unto, that have treated any thing about prepara- 
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tion for this ordinance, It reſpe&s principally two 
things, viz. Repentance and faith. 

() Our examination as to repentance, as far as it 
concerns preparation unto this duty, may be referred to 
three heads. | 

{1.] To call ourſelves to account, whether indeed we 


have habitually that mourning frame of ſpirit upon us, 


which is required in them who converſe with God in 
the croſs of Jeſus Chriſt. They ſhall look upon him 
whom they have pierced, and mourn.““ There is an ha- 
bitual mourning frame of ſpirit required in us; and we 
may do well to ſearch ourſelves about it, whether it is 
maintained, and kept up, or no? whether worldly ſecurity 
and carnal joys do not devour it ? For ſpiritual joys will 
not do it. Spiritual joys will take off nothing from ſpi- 
ritual mourning ;, but worldly ſecurity, and carnal: joy 
and pleaſures will devour that frame of ſpirit. 

| 2. ] Our examination as to repentance reſpects actual 
fins, eſpecially as for thoſe who. have the privilege and 
advantage of frequent and. ordinary participation of this 
ordinance, It reſpects the ſurpriſals that have befallen 


us, (as there is no man that doth good and ſinneth not). 


ſince we received the laſt pledge of the love of God in 
the adminiſtration of that ordinance. Friends, let us not 
be afraid of calling ourſelves to a ſtrict account. We 
have to do-with him that 1s greater than we, and know- 
eth all things. Let us not be afraid to look into the 
book of conſcience and converſation, to look over our 
ſurpriſals, our neglects, our ſinful failings and miſcarriages, 
Theſe things belong-to this preparation, to look over 
them, and mourn over them allo. I would rot be thought 
to myſelf or you to preſcribe an hard burden in this du- 
ty of preparation. It is nothing but what God expects 
from us, aud what we muſt do 15 we intend any commu- 
nion with him in tbis ordinance. I may add, | 
z.] Whether we have kept alive our laſt received 
pledges of the love of God ? It may be at an ordinance 
we have received ſome ſpecialintimations of the good will 
of God. It is our duty to keep them alive in our ſpirits ; 
and let us never be afraid we ſhall have no room for 
more. 'The keeping of them makes way for what far- 
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ther is to come. Have ws loſt ſuch ſenſible impreſſions? 

there is then matter for repentance and humiliation. 
(2.) Examination alſo concerns faith; and that in ge- 


ne ral and in particular. In general: Is not my heart hy- 
_ -pocritical ? or do | really do what in this ordinance I pro- 


{eſs ? which is placing all my faith and hope in Jeſus 
Chriſt for life, mercy, ſalvation, and for peace with God, 
And in particular, Do I ftir up and act faith to meet 
Chriſt in this ordinance ? I ſhall not enlarge upon. theſe. 
things that are commonly ſpoken unto. 

3. The third part of our preparation, is Supplication-: : 
that is adding prayer to this meditation and examina- 
tion. Add prayer, which may inlay and digeſt all the 
reſt in the ſoul. Pray over what we have thought on,. 
what we have conceived, what we have apprehended, 
what we deſire, and what we fear: g3ther all up into 
ſupplications to God. 


. 4. There belongs unto this duty, expectation allo ; that 
is, 


to expect that God will anſwer his-promile, and "moet 
us according to the deſire of our. hearts: We ſhould. 
look to meet God, becauſe he hath promiſed to meet us 
there; and we go upon his promiſe of grace, expecting 
he will anſwer his word and meet us. Not going at all 
adventures, as not knowing whether we ſhall find bim 
or not; God may indeed then ſurpriſe us, as he did Ja- 
cob when he appeared unto him, and made him ſay, God 
is in this place, and I kwew it not. But we go where 
we know God is. He hath placed bis name upon his 
ordinances, and there he is; go to them with expeQation, 
and riſe from the reſt of the duties with this expecta- 
tion. 

This is the ſubſtance of what might be of uſe to ſome 
in reference unto this duty of preparation for this great 
and ſolemn ordinance, which God hath graciouſly gi- 
ven unto any of you the privilege to be made partakers 
ot. 

Have we failed in theſe things, or in things of a like 
nature Let us admire the infinite patience of God, 
that hath borne with us all this while, that he bath not 
caſt us out of his houſe, that he hath not deprived us of 
theſe enjoyments, which he might juſtly have done, 
when we have ſo underyalued them, as far as lay 
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18 
in us, and deſpiſed them; when we have had ſo 
little care to make entertainment for the receiving of 
the great God and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who comes to 
viſit us in this ordinance. We may be ready to com- 
plain of what outward. concerns, in and about the wor- 
ſhip of God ſome have been deprived of. We have in- 


finite more reaſon to admire, that there is any thing left 


unto us, any name, any place, any nail, apy remembrance 
in the houſe of God; conſidering the regardleſſneſs which 
hath been upon our ſpirits in our communion with him. 
* Go away, and fin no more, leſt a worſe thing befal us.” 
If there be in any, that have not riſen up in a due man- 
ner in this duty, any conviction of the neceſſity and uſe- 
fulneſs of it, God forbid we ſhould be found ſinning a- 
gainſt this conviction, | 


DISCOURSE VII. 


July 7. 1673. 


SHALL ſhew briefly what it is to obtain a facra- 
1 mental part of Jeſus Chriſt in this ordinance of the 
Lord's ſupper. | 
It is a great myſtery, and great wiſdom and exerciſe of 
faith lie in it, how to obtain a participation of - Chrift, 
When the world had loſt an underſtanding of this 
myſtery, for want of ſpiritual fight, they contrived a 
means to make it up, that ſhould be eaſy on the part of 
them that did partake, and very prodigious on the part 
of them that adminiſtered. The prieſt, with a few words, 
turned the bread into the body of Chriſt; and the peo- 
ple have no more to do but to put it into their mouths, 
and fo Chriſt is partaken of. It was the loſs of the myſ- 
tery of faith in the real participation of Chriſt, that put 
them on that invention. | 
Neither is there in this ordinance, a naked figure, 
a naked repreſentation; there is ſomething in the figure, 
ſomething in the repreſentation, but there is not all in it, 
When the bread is broken, it is a figure, a repreſen- 


tation that the body of Chriſt was broken for us; and 


7 
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the pouring out of the wine is, a figure and repreſen- 
tation of the pouring ot the blood of Chriit, or the pour- 
ing forth of his ſoul unto death. And there are uſeful 
meditations that may ariſe from thence. But in this or- 
diaance there is a real exhibition of Chriſt, unto every 


believing foul. 


I thall a littleenquire into it, to lead your faith into 
a due exerciſe in it, under the adminiftration of this o- 
dinance. 

Fir, The exhibition and tender of Chriſt in this or- 
dinance, is diſtinct from the tender of Chriſt in the pro- 
miſe of the goſpel; as in many other things, ſo it is in 
this>, In the premiſe of the goſpel, the perſon of the 
Father is principally looked upon, as propoſing and ten- 
dering Chriſt unto us: in this ordinance, Chriſt tenders 
himſelf. This is my body,” faith he, do this in re- 
membrance of me.” He makes an immediate tender of 
himſelf unto a believing ſoul ; and calls our faith unto 
a reſpect to his grace, to his love, to his readineſs to 
unite, and ſpiritually to incorporate with us. Again, | 

Secondly, It is a tender of Chriſt, and an exhibition 
of Chriſt under an eſpecial conſideration ; not in gene- 
ral, but under this conſideration, as he i is, as it were, new- 
ly (fo the word is) ſacrificed; as he is a new and freſh 
ſacrifice in the great work of reconciling, making peace 
with God, making an end of fin, doing all that was to 


be done between God and ſinners, that they might be 


at Peace. 
Chriſt makes a double repreſentation of himſelf, .as 
the great Mediator upon his death, and the- oblation and 


ſacrifice which be accompliſhed thereby. 


He repreſents himſelf unto God in heaven, there to do 
whatever remains to be done with God on our behalt, 
by his interceſſion. The interceſhon of Chriſt is nothing 
but the preſentation of himſelf unto God, upon his ob- 
lation and facrifice. 

He preſents himſelf unto God, to do with him what 
remains to be done on our part, to procure mercy and 
grace for vs, 

He preſents himſelf unto us, in this ordinance, to do- 
with us what remains to be done on the part of God; 
and this anſwers to his interceſſion above, which is the 
counterpart of his prefent mediation, to do with us what 
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remains on the part of God, to give out peace and mer 
cy in the ſeal of the covenant unto our ſouls. 

There is this ſpecial exhibition of Jeſus Chriſt, and it 
is given directly for this ſpecial exerciſe of faith, that 
we _ know how to receive him in this ordinance. 

We receive him as one that hath actually accom- 
plied the great work (lo he tenders himſelf) of mak- 
ing peace with God for us; for the blotting out of ſins, 
and for the bringing in everlaſting righteouſneſs. He 
doth not tender himſelf only as one that can do theſe 
things. It is a. relief when we have an apprehenſion that 
Chriſt can do all this for us. Nor doth he tender him- 
ſelf as one that will do theſe things upon any ſuch or ſuch 
conditions, as (hall be preſcribed unto us. But he ten- 
ders himſelf unto our faith, as one that hath done theſe 
things ; and as ſuch are we to receive him, if we intend 
to glority him in this ordinance ; as one that hath actu- 
ally done this, actually made peace for us, actually blot- 
ted out our ſins, and purchaſed eternal redemption for 
us. 

Brethren, can we receive Chriſt thus? are we willing 
to receive him thus? If ſo, we may go away and be no 
more ſorrowful. If we come ſhort herein, we come ſhort 
of that faith, which is required of us in, this ordinance. 
Pray let us endeavour to conſider how Jeſus Chriſt doth 
hereby make a tender of himſelf unto us, as one that bath 
actually taken away all our fins, and all our iniquities, 
that none of them ſhall ever be laid unto our charge: 
and to receive him as ſuch, is to give glory unto him. 

2 He tenders himſelf as one that hath done this work 
by his death; for it is the remembrance of his death in 
a peculiar manner that we celebrate. What there is of 
love, what there is of efficacy, of power and comfort in 
that, what there is of ſecurity, I may have occaſion a- 


nother time to ſpeak unto you. — At preſent this is all I 


would offer; that for the doing of theſe great things, 
for the doing the greateſt, the hardeſt things that our 


faith is exerciſed about, which are the pardon of our fins, 


and the acceptation of our perſons with God, for the 
accompliſhment hereof, he died an accurſed death ; and 
that death had no power over him, but the bands of it 
were looſed ; he roſe from under it and was acquitted. 


T 


[ 64 ] | 
Let us act faith on. Jeſus Chriſt, as one that brings with 
him mercy and pardon, as that which was procured by 
his death, againſt which lies no exception. I could ſhew 
you that nothing was too hard for it, that nothing was 
left to be done by it, which we are to receive. 

3. To be made partakers of him in this facramental 
tender, by ſubmitting unto his authority in his inſtitu- 
tions, by aſſenting unto the truth of his word in the pro- 
miſe, that he will be preſent with us, and give himſelf 
unto us, and by approving of that glorious way of mak- 
ing peace for us, which he hath troden and gone in, in 
his ſufferings, and in our ſtead. To get a view of 
Chriſt, as tendering himſelf unto every one of our ſouls 
in this ordinance of his own inſtitution, as he who hath 
perfectly made an end of all differences between God 
and us, and who brings along with him all the mercy 
and grace that is in the heart of God, and in his cove- 


nant : to have ſuch a view of him, and ſa to receive him 


by faith, that it ſhall be life unto our ſouls, is the way to 
give glory unto God, and to have peace and reſt in our 
own boſoms. x | 

4. and /a/tly, In one word, faith is fo to receive him, 
as to-enable us to fit down at God's table, as thoſe that 
are God's friends; as thoſe that are invited to feaſt up- 
on the ſacrifice. The ſacrifice is offered, Chriſt is the 
ſacrifice, the Lord's paſſover ; God makes a feaſt upon it, 
and invites his friends to fit down at his table, there 


being now no difference between him and us. Let 


us pray that he would help us to exerciſe faith to this 


purpoſe. 


DISCOURSE VIII. 
| November 2. 1673. 
1 know 1 uſually ſpeak © fow words to prepare 


us for this ordinance : you know it is an ordinaiice 
of calling to remembrance, ** Do this in remembrance 
of me.” There was under the Old Teſtament but one 
ſacrifice to call any thing to remembrance ; and God 
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God puts a mark upon that ſacrifice, as that which was 
not, as it were, well plealing unto him, but only what ne- 
ceſſity did require. and that was the ſacrifice of jealouſy, 
Numb. v. 15. Saith God, There ſhall be no oil in it, (a 
token of peace); there ſhall be no frankincenſe, (that 
ſhould yield a ſweet ſavour), for it is a ſacrifice to brin 
iniquity to remembrance. This great ordinance of the 
Lord's ſupper, is not to call iniquity to remembrance 
but it is to call to remembrance the putting an end to 
iniquity ; God will make an end of fin; and this ordi- 
nance is our ſolemn remembrance of it. 
Now there are ſundry things that we are to call to 
remembrance. I have done my endeavour to help you 
to call the love of Chriſt to remembrance. The Lord, 
I truſt, hath guided my thoughts now to direct you to 
call the ſufferings of Chriſt unto remembrance. I know 
it may be a ſuitable meditation to take up your minds 
and mine, in and under this ordinance. It is our duty 
in this holy ordinance ſolemnly to call to remembrance 
the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
It is ſaid of the preaching of the goſpel, that Jeſus 
Chriſt is therein evidently crucified before our eyes,“ 
Gal. iii. And if Chriſt be evidently crucified before 
our eyes in the preaching of the goſpel, Chriſt is-much 
more evidently crucified before our eyes in the admint- 
ſtration of this ordinance, which is inſtituted for that 
very end. And certainly, when Chriſt is crucified be- 
fore our eyes, we ought deeply to conſider his ſufferings. 
It would be a great ſign of an hard and ſenſeleſs heart 


in us, if we were not willing in ſome meaſure to conſider 


-his ſufferings upon ſuch an occaſion. We are, therefore, 


lolemnly to remember them. : 
Well, ſhall I a little mind myſelf and you, how we 


may, and how we ought to call to remembrance the 
- ſufferings of Chriſt ? 0 


Let us remember that we ourſelves were obnoxious un- 
to theſe ſufferings. The curſe lay doubly upon us. The 
original curſe (in the day that thou eateſt thereof, thou 
ſhalt ſurely die) lay upon us all. The conſequent curſe, 
+ Curſed is every that continueth not in all things which 
are written in the book of the law to do them” that 
alſo lay upon us all. We were under both, the original 
and the conſequent curſe. We know what is in the curſe 


+ & 
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even all the anger and wrath that a diſpleaſed holy God 
can and will inflit upon ſinful creatures to all eternity. 
In this ſtate and condition then, all lay upon us, and all 
muſt lie upon us; unleſs we come to have an intereſt in 
the ſufferings of Chriſt, there is no relief for us. I 

will not infiſt upon calling to your mind, that heaven and 
earth, and all God's creation combining together, could 
not have procured relief for one of our ſouls. Chriſt, 
the Son of God, offered himſelf, and ſaid, Lo, I come. 
Indeed it was a good ſaying of David, it was nobly ſaid, 
. when he faw the angel of the. Lord deſtroying the peo- 
| ple with a peſtilence, Lord, (faith he), it is I, and my 
father's houſe that have ſinned ; but as for theſe ſheep, 
| (theſe poor people) what have they done?“ It was other- 
wiſe with Chriſt ;' he came in the place of ſinners, and 
ſaid, Let not theſe poor ſheep die.” If God would 
by faith give your ſouls and mine a view of the volunta- 
ry ſubſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt in his perſon in our room 
and on our behalf, it would comfort and refreſh us. When 
the curſe of God was ready to break forth upon us, God 
accepted of this tender, of this offer of Chriſt: Lo I come 
to do thy will,” to be a ſacrifice. And what did he do? Why, 
ſaith he, this God did; then if he will come, if he will 
do it, let him plainly know how the caſe ſtands; the 
curſe is upoii them, wrath is upon them, puniſhment 
muſt be undergone ; my holinels, faithfulneſs, righteoul- 
meſs, and truth, are all engaged. Yet, ſaith Chriſt, Lo, 
I come.” Well what doth God do? He tells you, Iſa. 
Jiii. 6. All we like ſheep have gone aſtray, we have turn- 
ed every one to his own way; and the Lord hath cauſed 
all our iniquities to meet upon him,” God fo far relax- 
ed his own law that the ſentence ſhall not fall upon their 
' perſons, but upon their Subſtitute, one that hath put 
himſelf in their place and ſtead. Beit fo; all their jn- 
Iquities be upon thee z all the iniquities of this congre- 
tion, faith God, be upon my Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
Well, what then did he ſuffer He ſuffered that which 
anſwered the juſtice of God. He ſuffered that which 
anſwered the law of God. He ſuffered that which fully 
repaired the glory of God. Brethren, let us encour- 
age ourſelves in the Lord. If there be, any de- 
mand to be made of you or me, it mutt be upon the ac- 
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eount of the righteouſneſs and juſtice of God; or upon 
the account of the law of God; or upon the ac- 
count of the loſs that God ſuffered in his glory by us. 
If the Lord Jelus hath come in, and anſwered all theſe, 
we have a good plea to make inthe preſence of the ho- 
ly God. | \ 

1, He ſuffered all that the juſtice of God did require. 


Hence it is ſaid, that God ſet him forth to be a pro- 


pitiation, through faith in his blood, to declare his righ- 
teouſneſs for the forgiveneſs of fins, Rom. iii. 25. And 
you may obſerve, that the apoſtle uſes the very 
lame words in reſpect of Chriſt's ſufferings, that he uſes 
in reſpect of tlie ſufferings of the damned angels. Rom. 
viti, 32. God ſpared them not.” And when he 


would ſpeak of the righteoaſneſs of God in inflict- 


ing punithment upon the ſinning angels he doth it by that 
very word, God ſpared them not.” So that whatever 
the righteouſneſs of God did require againſt ſinners, Chriſt 
therein was not ſpared at all. What God required a- 
gainſt your fins and mine, and all his ele, God ſpared 
him in nothing, but he paid the utmoſt farthing. 
2. The ſufferings of Chriſt did anfwer the law of God. 
That makes the next demand of us. The law is that 
which requires our poor guilty ſouls to puniſhment in 
the name of the juſtice of God. Why, ſaith the apoſtle, 
He hath redeemed us from the curſe of the law, by 
being made a curſe for us,” Gal, iii. 13. ; by undergo- 
ing and ſuffering the curſe of the law, he redeemed us 
from it. | 3 
3. He ſuffered every thing that was required to repair 
and make up the glory of Cod. Better you and I and 
all the world ſhould periſh than God ſhould be enda- 


maged in his glory. It is a truth, and I hope God will 


bring all our hearts to ſay, Chriſt, hath ſuffered to make 
up that. The obedience that was in the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, brought more glory unto God than the diſobedi- 
ence of Adam, who was the original of the apoſtacy of 
the whole creation from God, brought diſhonour unto 
him. That which ſeemed to refle& great diſhonour up- 
on God was, that all his creatures ſhould as one man fall 
off by apoſtacy from him. God will have his honour fe- 


- paired, and it is done by the obedience of Chriſt much. 
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more. There cometh, I ſay, more glory to God by the 
obedience of Chriſt and his ſufferings, than there did diſ- 
honour by the difobedience of Adam; and fo there 
comes more glory by Chriſt's ſufferings and obedience 
upon the crols, than by the ſufferings of the damned for 
ever. God loſes no glory by ſetting believers free from ſuf- 
tering, becauſe of the ſufferings of the Son of God. This 
was a fruit of eternal wiſdom, 

Now having thus touched a little upon the ſufferings 
of Chriſt, what ſhall we do in a way of duty? 

(.) Let us by faith conſider truly and really this 
great ſubſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt 3 the juſt ſuffering 
for the unjuſt ;” in our ſtead, in our room, undergoing 
what we ſhould have undergone. The Lord help us to 
admire the infinite holinels, righteouſneſs, and truth that 
is in it. We are not able to comprehend theſe things in 
it; but if God enables us to exerciſe faith upon it, we ſhall 
admire it. Whence is it that the Son of God ſhould be 
ſubſtituted in our place? Pray remember, that we are 
now repreſenting this infinite effect of divine wiſdom in 
ſubſtituting Jeſus Chriſt in our room, to undergo the 
wrath and curſe of God for us. | 

(2.) Let us learn from the croſs of Chriſt, what in- 
deed is in our fins; that when Chriſt, the Son of God, 
in whom. he was always well pleaſed, that he did the whole 


will of God, was in his boſom from all eternity, came and 


ſuſtituted himſelf in our room, God ſpared him not. 
Let not any finer under heaven that is eſtranged from 
Chriſt, ever tbink to be ſpared. If God would have 


- ſpared any, be would have ſpared his only Son. But it 


he will be a Mediator of the covenant, God will not 
ſpare him, though his own Son. We may acquaint you 
hereafter, what it coſt Chriſt to ſtand in the room of ſin- 
ners. The Lord from thence give our hearts ſome ſenſe 
of mat great. provocation that is in fin, that we may 
mourn before him, when we look on him. whom our fins 
have pierced, 

(3) Will God help us to take a view of the iſſue of 
all this, of the ſubftitution of Jeſus Chriſt, placing him 
in our ſtead, putting his foul in the place of our ſouls ; 
his perſon in the place of our perſons ; of the commuta- 


tion of puniſhment, in which the righteoaſnels, holineſs, 
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and wiſdom of God laid that on him which was due un- 
to us. What is the ifſue of all this? It is to bring us 
unto God ; to peace with God, and acquitment from all 
our fins; and to make us acceptable with the righte- 
ous, holy, and faithful God ; to give us boldneſs before 
him: this is the iſſue. Let us conſider this iſſue of the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, and be thankful, ; 


DISCOURSE IX. 
February 22. 1673, 


T is the table of the Lord that we are invited to-draw 
nigh unto. Our Lord hath a large heart and boun- 


* tiful hand; hath made plentiful provifion for our ſouls 


at this table; and he faith uato us by his Spirit in 
his word, Eat, O my friends, yea drink abundantly.” 
It is that feaſt that God hath provided for fingers. And 
there are three ſorts of ſinners that I would ſpeak a word 
unto to ſtir them up unto a due exerciſe of faith in this 
ordinance, according as their condition doth require. 
There are fuch as are not ſenſible of their ſins, fo as they 
ought to be; they know they are not; they are not a- 
ble to get their hearts affected with their fins, as they de- 
fire. There are ſome that are ſo burdened, and over- | 
preſſed with the ſenſe of their fins, that they are ſcarce 
able to hold up under the weight of them; under the 
doubts. and fears wherewith they are diſtreſſed. And 
there are finners, who are in enjoyment of a ſenſe of the 
pardon of ſin; and do defire to have hearts to duprove 
it in thankfulneſs and fruitfulneſs, , | 

Something of theſe ſeveral frames may be in us all; yet 
it may be, one is predominant, one is chief; one in one, 
another in another; and therefore I will ſpeak a few 
words diſtinctly to them 4H. 1 

1. There are ſinners, who are believers, who cannot get 
their hearts and ſpirits affected with ſin fo as they oughht 
and fo as they deſire. There is not a ſadder complaint 
of the church, as I know in the whole book of God, 
than that II. Ixiii. 17. Why haſt thou hardened our 
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hearts from thy fear? Poor creatures may come unto 
that perplexity through an apprehenſion of the want of 
a due {enſe of the guilt of fin, as to be ready thus to cry 
out, Why is it thus with me ? Why am I ſo ſenſeleſs un- 
der the guilt of all the fins that I have contracted? I 
have a word of direction unto ſuch perſons. Are there 
ſuch among us? It is a direction unto faith to be acting 
in this ordinance. It is that which we have, Zech. xii. 
10. They ſhall look unto him whom they have pierc- 
ed and mourn.” Why, brethren, Chriſt is repreſented un- 
to us in this ordinance, as he was pierced, as his preci- 
ous blood was poured out for us. Let us act faith, if 
God help us, in two things: | 

(1.) Upon the dolorous fufferings of Chriſt which are 
repreſented here unto us. Let us take a view of the Son 
.of God under the curſe of God, | | 

(.) Remember that all theſe ſuffetings were for us; 
© They thall look upon him whom they have pierced, 
and then mourn.” The acting of faith upon the ſuf- 
ferings of Chriſt, as one that ſuffered for us, is the great 
means in this ordinance to bring our hearts to mourn for 
fin indeed. Therefore pray, let us beg of God, who- 
ever of us are in any meaſure under this frame, that our 
inſenfibleneſs of the guilt and burden of fin may be our 

eat burden. Let us try the power of faith in this or- 
> 2226 by getting our hearts affected with the ſuffer- 
ings of Chriſt in our behalf. Let us bind it to our hearts 
and conſciences; and may the Lord give a bleſſing. 

2. There are others who, it may be, are preſſed under 
the weight of their ſins ; walk mournfully, walk diſcon- 
ſolately. I know there are ſome ſo, in the condition ex- 
prefled by the Pſalmifi, Pal. xl. 12. Innumerable 
evils have compaſſed me about, mine iniquities bave taken 
hold upon me, ſo that I am not able to look up: they 
are more than the hairs of my head, therefore my heart 
faileth me,” Some may be in that condition, that their 
hearts are ready to fail them, through the multitude of 
their iniquities taking hold upon them What would 
you direct ſuch unto in this ordinance? Truly, that which 
is given [ohn iii. 14. 15. As oſes lifted up the ſer- 
pent in the wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the 50n of man be 


' lifted, up; that phoſoeyer believeth in him, ſhould not 
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periſh, but have eternal life.” The Lord Jeſus Chriſt 5 
lifted up, as Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in he wilderneſs, 
and here he is lifted up, as bearing all our fins on his 
own body upon the tree. Here is a repreſentation made 
unto poor ſinners, whole hearts are moſt burdened; here 
is Jeſus Chriſt lifted up with all our fins upon the tree. 
Let ſuch a ſoul labour to have a view of Chriſt as bearing 
all our 1niquities, that beliving on him we ſhould not per- 
iſh, but bave life everlaſting. God bath appointed him to 
be crucified evidently before our eyes, that every poor 
ſoul that is ſtung with fin, ready to die by ſin, ſhould 
look up unto him, and be healed z and virtue will go 
forth, if we look upon him, for by his ſtripes we are 
healed.” KS Es ; 

3. There may be ſome that live in full ſatisfaction of 
the pardon of their fins, and are ſolicitous how their hearts 
may be drawn forth unto thankfulneſs and fruitfulneſs. 
Remember that place, Rev. i. 5. 6. To him that lov- 
ed us and waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, to 
him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.” Remem- 
ber this, that whatever your ſtate and condition be, you 
have here a proper object for faith to exerciſe itlelf 
upon ; only be not wanting unto your own comfort and 
2dvantage. ; tes 


1 50 
DIScouksE X 
May 17. 1674. | 
Marr. xxvii. 20. 
Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have 


commanded you : and lo, I am with you alway, even un- 
to the end of the world. 1 | 2 : 


Y the end of the world, we are to underftand the 
conſummation of all things ; when all church-work is' 
done, and all church-duties are over; when the time 
comes that we ſhall pray no more, hear no more, no more 
adminiſter ordinances ; but till theu, faith Chriſtę take 
this for your life and for your comfort, Do what I com- 
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mand you, and you ſhall have my prefence with you, 
There are three things whereby Chriſt makes good 
this promiſe, and is with his church to the end of the 


* 


world. 
Fir, By his Spirit. Where-ever, (faith he), two 
or three are gathered together in my name, there am I 
in the midſt of them,” (Mat. xvii. 20.) by his quicken- 
ing, guiding, directing Spirit, as a Spirit of grace and 
ſupplication, as a Spirit of light and holineſs, and as a Spi- 
rit of comfort. 
Secondly, Chriſt is preſent with us by his word. Saith 
the apofle, Col. iii. 16. Let the word of Chriſt dwell 
in you richly,” or plentifully. And how then? Then, 
faith he, Eph. iii. 17. Chriſt dwelleth in us by faith.” 
The word dwelleth in us plentifully, if mixed with 
faith; and Chriſt dwelleth in us; he is preſent with us 
by his word. | 4 
Thirdly, Chriſt is preſent with us in an eſpecial man- 
ner in this ordinance, One of the greateſt engines that 
ever the devil made uſe of to overthrow the faith of the 
church, was by forging ſuch a prefence of Chriſt as is not 
truly in this ordinance, to drive us off from looking after 
that preſence which is true. I look upon it as one of 
the greateſt engines that ever hell ſet on work. It is 
not a corporal preſence ; there are innumerable argu- 
ments agaiſt that; every thing that is in ſenſe, reaſon, 
and the faith of a man, overthrows that corporal preſence. 
But I will remind you of one or two texts wherewith it is 
inconſiſtent. The firſt is that in John xvi. 9. © Never. 
theleſs, (faith our Saviour), it is expedient for you that 
I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come unto you.“ The corporal preſence of Chriſt, and 
the evangelical preſence of the Holy Ghofl, as the Com- 
* forter, in the New 'Teſtament, are inconſiſtent. I muſt - 
„go away, or the comforter will not come Bat he | 
ſo went away as to his preſence, as to come again with | 
his bodily preſence, as often as the prieſts call. No, 
faith Peter, Acts ni. 21. The heavens muſt receive him; 
(for how long) till the time of reſtitution of all things.“ 
I go away as to my bodily preſence, or the Comforter 
will not come; and when he is gone away, the heavens 


muſt receive him until the time of the reſtitution of all 
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ue We mult not therefore look after fuch a pre- 
nce. | . ; | 

I will give you a word or two, what is the preſence 

of Chriſt with us in this ordinance ; what is our duty 


and how we may meet with Chriſt when he is thus pre- 


ſent with us; which is the work I have in hand. Chrift 
is preſent in this ordinance in an eſpecial manner three 
ways, by repreſentation, by exhibition, by obſiguation, 
or ſealing. | 

I. He is preſent here by repreſentation. So in a low, 
ſhadowy way God was preſent in the tabernacle, in the 
temple, in the ark, and mercy-ſeat ; they had a repre- 
ſentation of his glory. But Chriſt here U given us a 
more eminent and clear repreſentation of himſelf. I will 
name but two things. 
* 1. A repreſentation of himſelf, as he is the food of our 

uls. 5 
* A repreſentation of himſelf, as he ſuffered for our 


Theſe are two great ways whereby Chriſt is repreſent- 
ed as the food of our ſouls, in the matter of the ordi- 
nance ; and Chriſt as ſuffering for our fins is repreſented 
in the manner of the ordinance ; both by his own ap- 
pointment, The apoſtle faith, Gal. iii. 1. * Jeſus Chriſt 
was evidently crucified before their eyes.” _ Evidently 
crucified, doth not intend particularly this ordinance, 
bat the preaching of the goſpel, which gave a delinea- 


tion, a 2 image of the crucifixon of Chriſt un- 


to the faith of believers. But of all things that be- 
long unto the goſpel, he is moſt evidently crucified be- 
fore our eyes in this ordinance; and it is agreed on all 
hands that Chriſt is repreſented unto the foul in this or- 


dinance. How ſhall we do this? ſhall we do it by cru- 


ciixes, pictures and images? No; they are all curled of 


that God who ſaid, © Thou ſhalt not make unto thyſelf 


any graven image.” But that way by which God himſelf, 
and Chriſt himſelf hathappointed to repreſent theſe things 
unto us, that he bleſſes, and makes effectual. This way, 


as II have often ſhewed, is the way that was choſen by 


the wiſdom and goodneſs of Jefus Chrift ; the name of 
God is upon it; it is bleſſed unto us, and will beaeffec- 


| val, it we are not wanting to ourſelves. 
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IT. Chrift is preſent with us, by way of exhibition ; 
that is, he doth really tender and exhibit himſelf unto 
the ſouls of believers in this ordinance, which the world 
hath loſt, and knows not what, to make of it. They ex- 
hibit that which they do not contain. 'This bread doth not 
contain the body of Chriſt, or the fleſh of Chriſt; the 
cup doth not contain the blood of Chriſt ; but they ex- 
hibit them; both do as really exhibit them to believers, 
as they partake of the outward ſigns. Certainly we be- 
heve that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth not invite us un- 
to this table for the bread that perithes, tor outward 
food; it is to feed our fouls, What do we think then? 
doth he invite us unto an empty, painted feaſt? do we 
deal ſo with our friends? Here is ſomething really ex- 
hibited by Jeſus Chriſt unto us, to receive, beſides the 
outward 1 of bread and wine. We mult not think 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt deludes our ſouls with empty 
ſhews and appearances. That which is exhibited is him- 
ſelf, it is his fleſh as meet indeed, and his blood as drink 
indeed; it is himſelf as broken and crucified, that he ex- 


hibits unto us. And it is the fault and ſin of every one 


of us, if we do not receive him this day, when an exhi- 


bition and tender is made unto us, as here, by way of 


food. To what end do we receive it ? 'Truly we re- 
ceive it for theſe two ends, for incorporation, for nou- 


xiſhment. : 
1. We receive our food, that it may incorporate and 


turn into blood and ſpirits, that it may become one with 


us; and when we have ſo done, 

2. Our end and deſign is, that we may be nouriſhed, 
nature ſtrengthened, comforted, and ſupported, and we 
enabled for the duties of life. : 

Chriſt doth exhibit himſelf unto our fouls, if we are 
not wanting unto ourſelves, for theſe two thiogs, incor- 
poration and nouriſhment ; to be received into union, and 


to give ſtrength unto our ſouls. 


III. Chriſt is preſent in this ordinance by way of ob- 
fignation: he comes here to ſeal the covenant; and 
therefore the cup is called, © the new teſtament in the 
blood of Cbriſt.“ How in the blood of Chriſt ? It is 
the C covevant that was ſealed, ratified, confirmed, 


and made fo ſtable, as you have heard, by the blood of 
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Jefus Chriſt. For, from the foundation of the world, no 
covenant was ever intended to be eſtabliſhed, but it was 
confirmed by blood; and this covenant is confirmed by 
the blood of Chriſt; and he comes and ſeals the cove- 
nant with his own blood in the adminiſtration of this or- 
dinance. 7 

Well, if Jeſus Chriſt be thus preſent by way of repre- 
ſentation, exhibition, and obſignation, what is required 
of us that wemay meet him; and be preſent with him ? For 
it is not our mere coming hither that is a meeting with 
Chriſt; it is a work of faith: and there are three acts 
of flith whereby we may be preſent with Chriſt, who is 
thus preſent with us. 

1. The firſt is by recognition, anſwering his repreſen- 
tation. As Chriſt in this ordinance doth repreſent his 
death unto us, fo we are to remember it, and call it over, 
Pray conſider how things were done formerly in refer- 
ence unto it. The paſchal lamb was an ordinance for 
remembrance ; © it is a night to be had in remem- 
brance;” and this they ſhould do for aremembrance : and 
it was to be eaten with bitter herbs: there was once a 
year a feaſt wherein all the fins, iniquities, and tranſgreſ- 
ſions of the children of Iſrael were called to remem- 


brance: and it was to be done by greatly affliting of 


their fouls, If we intend to call to remembrance the 
death of Chriſt, we may do well to do it with ſome bit- 
ter herbs; there ſhould be ſome remembrance of fin with 
it, ſome brokenneſs of heart for fin, with reſpe& to him 
who was pierced and"broken for us. Our work is to call 
over and ſhew forth the death of Chriſt. Pray, brethren, 
let us a little conſider, whether our hearts be ſuitably 
aſſected with reſpe& to our fins which were upon Jeſus 
Chriſt when he died for us, or no; leſt we draw nigh un- 


to him with the outward bodily preſence, when our 


hearts are far from him. 
2, If Chriſt be preſent with us by way of exhibition, 
we ought to be preſent by way of admiſſion. It will not 


advantage you or me, that Chriſt tenders himſelf unto 


us, unleſs we receive him. This is the great work; here- 
in lies the main work upon all the members of the 


church. When we are to diſpenſe the word, the firſt 


work lies upon the miniſters ; and when the wor Els juf- 
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ficiently diſcharged, they will be a good favour unto God 
in them that believe, and in them that periſh ; but in 
this ordinance, the main work lies upon yourſelves, If 
in the name of Chriſt we make a tender of him unto you, 
and he be not actually received, there is but half the work 
done; ſo that you are in a peculiar manner to ſtir up 
yourſelves, as having a more ſpecial intereſt in this du- 
ty, than in other duty of the church whatſoever ; and 
you may take a better meaſure of yourfelves by your 
acting in this duty, than of vs by our acting in the mi- 
niſtry, Let Chriſt be received into your hearts by 
faith and love, upon this particular tender that he aſ- 


ſuredly makes in this ordinance of himſelf unto you 


for, as I ſaid, he hath not invited you unto an empty 
painted feaſt or table. 

3. Know what you come to meet him for, which is, to 
ſeal the covenant, ſolemnly to take upon yourſelves 
again the performance of your part of the cove- 
nant. I hope I ſpeak in a deep ſenſe of the thing 
elf, and that which I have much thought of. This 
is that which ruins the world, the hearing that 
God hath made a covenant of grace and mercy ; it is 


- preached to them, and declared unto them, and they 


think to be ſaved by this covenant, though they them- 
ſelves do not perform what the covenant requires on 
their part. What great and glorious words do we ſpeak in 
the covenant, that God giveshimſelf over unto us to be our 
God ! Brethren, there 1s our giving ourſelves unto God 
(to anſwer this) univerſally and. abſolutely. If we give 
ourſelves unto the world, and to our luſts, and to elf, 
we are not to expect any benefit by God's covenant of 
grace. If it be not made up by our ſealing of the cove- 
nant of grace, or by an univerſal reſignation of ourſelves 
in all that we are and do unto him, we do not meet je- 
fus Chriſt ; we diſappoint him when he comes to ſeal the 
covenant.- Where is this people, faith Chriſt, that would 
enter into covenant with me ? Let it be in our hearts 
to ſee him ſeal the cavenant of grace as repreſented in 
this ordinance; and to take upon ourſelves the perfor- 
mance of what is required of us, by an univerſal giving 
up oyrlelves unto God. | 
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DISCOURSE XI. 
Auguſt 9. 1674. | 
1 SHALL now produce ſome few places of Scripture, 


one eſpecially, that ma ini 
7 may adminiſter occaſi 
you for the exerciſe of faith, the great a e 


us at this time. You may do well to think of theſe 


words of the prophet concernin 
words ; | eſus Chriſt p 
ing his ſufferings and death, we Pfu are 7 3 
together in his name to remember. They are of 

| * 


Is A. Iiii. 1 t. 


He hall ſee of the travail of his foul, and ſhall be ſatis- 
fied. | 


There are two thi I 
5 ings that the Holy Ghoſt minds us 
1. That Jeſus Chriſt was in a res 
f f t travail 
bring 2 n 1 . dry EN 
6 minds us that Jeſus Chriſt I ; 
much rejoiced in the ee n _ 
of on travail of his ſoul. s 2 
all ſpeak a word to both, and a w 
a ord t 
__ both thele things are called over in hh 4 
oth. the travail of the ſoul of Chriſt, and his fatisf, 8 
tion in the fruit of that travail. 72 9 


Fir/t,, Chriſt was in a great travail of foul to bring 


forth the redemption and falvation of the church. It 


was a great work that Chriſt had to do. It is uſually 


ſaid, we are not ſaved as the woild 
* 
word; but there was travail in it; by 8. = 4 
whereby the bringing forth of children into the w 1d 
is expreſſed ; the travail of a woman. And th 4 
three things in that travail; an agony of mind; 2 
ing for help; and lente of pain. All theſe thi 
| 1 
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in the travail of the ſoul of Chriſt. I will name the 
Scriptures, to call them to your remembrance. 

1. He was in an agony, Luke xxii. 44. An agony 1s 
an ĩnexpreſſible conflict of mind about things dreadful 
and terrible. So it was with Chriſt. No heart can 
conceive, much leſs can tongue expreſs, the conflict that 
was in the ſoul of Jeſus Chriſt, with the wrath of God, 
the curſe of the law, the pains of hell and death, that 
ſtood before him in this work of our redemption. 
There was an agony. | | 

2. There was an outcrying for help, Heb. v. 7. 
© Who in the days of his fleſh offered up prayers and 
Tupplications, with ftrong crying and tears, unto him 

that was able to ſave him.” Such is the outcry of a 
perſon in travail, crying out unto them that are able to 
fave them. So it was with Jeſus Chriit when he was in 
the travail of his ſoul about our ſalvation. He made 
theſe ſtrong cries unto God, to him that was able to 
fave him. | | | 

3. There was'pain in it, which is the laſt thing in 
travail; ſo that he complained that © the pains of hell 
had taken hold upon him.” Whatever pain there was 

- in the cutſe of the law, in the wrath of God; whate- 
ver the juſtice of God did ever deſign to inflict upon ſin- 
nets, was then upon the foul of Jeſus Chriſt; fo that he 

was in travail. This is the firſt thing I would mind you 
of; that, in the bringing forth the work of our redemp- 
tion and ſalvation, the Lord ſeſus was in travail. 
Secondly, It was a ſatisfaction, a rejoicing unto the 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to conſider the fruits and eſfects of 

this travail of his ſoul, which God had promiſed he 
ſhould ſee. He was ſatisfied in the proſpect he had of 
the fruit of the travail of his foul. So the apoſtle tells 
us, Heb. xii. 2. * that, for the joy that was ſet before 
him,” which was the joy of bringing us-unto God, of 

| being the Captain of falvation unto them that ſhould o- . 
bey him, he endured the croſs, and deſpiſed the of 
ſhame ;“ he went through all with a proſpect he had of 
the fruit of his travail; there would joy come out of it; C 
the joy that was ſet before him; as he ſpeaks, Pfal. xvi. * 

6. whgre God preſents unto him what he ſhall have by 1 

Chis Travail, what he ſhall get by it; faith he, The _ 
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lines are fallen unto me in a pleaſant place, yea I have a 
goodly heritage.” It is the ſatisfaction that Jeſus Chriſt 


(who is there {poken of only in that pſalm) takes in the 


fruit of the travail of his ſoul; he is contented. with it. 
He doth not do as Hiram, who when Solomon gave 


lim the twenty cities in the land of Galilee, calls them 


*« Cabul, they were dirty, and. they diſpleaſed him,” 
1, Kings ix. 11. Sc. No: but © the lines are fallen unto 
me in a pleaſant place ;” he rejoiced in his travail. It 
is * in my apprehenſion, to the heigkt, in Jer. 
XXXi. 25, 26. I have ſatiated the weary ſoul, and I 
have repleniſhed every ſorrowful ſoul.“ What follows? 
Upon this IL awaked, and beheld; and my ſleep was 
weet unto me.” They are the words of Jeſus Chriſt 3 
and he. ſpeaks. concerning his death, wherein he was as 
aſleep in the grave. Now conlider what was the effect 
and fruit of it? It was ſweet unto Jeſus Chriſt after all 
the travail of his ſoul, that be had“ ſatiated the weary 
ſoul, and repleniſhed every ſorrow ful ſoul.” 

In one word, both theſe things, the travail of the 
ſaul of Chriſt, and-the ſatisfaction he took in the fruit 
of his travail, are repreſented unto us in this ordinance. 

There is the travail of the ſoul of Chriſt to us in the 
manner of the participation of this ordinance, in the 
breaking of the bread, and in the pouring out of the 


wine, repreſenting unto us the breaking of the body of 
. Chriſt, the ſhedding of his blood and the ſeparation of 


the one from the other, which was the cauſe of his 
death. Now, though theſe were outward things in 
Chriſt, (becauſe the travail of his foul cannot be repre- 


fented by any outward things, wherein the great work of 


our redemption lay), we are in this ordinance to be led 


through theſe, outward things to the travail of the foul 


of Chriſt: we are not to reſt in the mere outward act 
or acts of the breaking of the body of Chriſt, and pour- 
ing out of his blood, the ſeparation of the one from the 


other, and of his death thereby, but through all them 
we are to enquire, what is under them * © There was 


Chriſt's making his ſoul an offering for fin; there was 
Chriſt's being made a curſe under them, Chriſt's travail 
of ſoul in an agony to bring forth the redemption and 
{alvation of the church. W . 
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Brethren, let us be able, by faith, not only to look 
through theſe out ward ſigns to that which makes the re- 
preſentation itſelf unto us, the body and blood of Chriſt; 
but even with them and through them in the travail of 
the ſoul of Chriſt, the work that he was doing between 
God and himſelf for the redemption of the church. 

And here is alſo a repreſentation made unto us of that 
ſatisfaction the foul of Chriſt received in the fruit of his 
travail, having appointed it in a particular manner to be 
done in remembrance of him. No man will appoint a 
remembrance of that which he doth not delight in. 
When Job had no more delight in his life, he deſired 
that the time of his birth might never be remembered. 
When God brought the children of Iſrael out of Egypt, 


whereby he exalted his glory, he appointed a paſſover, 


and faid, © It was a day greatly to be remembered ;” 
becauſe the people had a great deliverance, and God re- 
ceived great glory and great ſatis faction, therefore it was 


greatly to be remembered. We are to celebrate this | 


therefore, 


ordinance in remembrance of Chriſt, 


there is a repreſenta eſentation of that ſatisfa 
Chriſt did receive in * 


God. It is matter of rejoicing, and to be remembered 
and do you rejoice in the remembrance of it ? | 
Again, It is apparent from hence, becauſe this ordi- 


nance is in an eſpecial manner an ordinance of thankſgi- 


ving ; the bread that is bleſſed, or which we give thanks 
for; the cup which is bleſſed: Chriſt gave thauks, 


Now, if hereby we give thanks, it is to call to remem- 


brance, not merely the travail of Chriſt's ſoul, but the 
ſucceſs of that travail; hereby all differences were made 
up between God and us; hereby grace and glory were 
purchaſed for us, and he became the Captain of falvation 
unto us. | | . 

To ſhut up all, here is by Chriſt's inſtitution, bread 
and wine provided for us ; but it is bread broken, and 
wine poured out. There are two things in it, there is 
the weak part that is Chriit's, there is the nouriſhing 
part that is given unto us the Lord Chriſt hath choſen 
by t ordinance to repreſent himſelf by theſe things that 


e travail of his ſoul, ſo that he 
never repented him of one groan, of one ſigh, of one 
tear, of one prayer, of one wreſtling with the wrath of 
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are the ſtaff of our ves; they compriſe the- whole nou- 
riſhment and ſuſtenance of our bodies. He hath fo cho- 
ſen to reprelent them by breaking and pouring out, that 
thall ſignify his ſufferings ; here are both, as the bread 
1s broken, and as the wine is poured out, there is the re- 
preſentation of the travail of the ſoul of Chriſt to us: as 
bread 15 received, and the cup, which is the means of the 
nouriſhment of man's life, here is the fruit of Chritt's 
death exhibited unto us, and Ins ſufferings. The Lord 
help us to look into the ſatisfattion that Chriſt received 
from this, that we may be partakers of the one and the: 


— 
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DISCOURSE XII. 
February 21. 1674. 


E are met here to remember, to celebrate and 
ſet forth the death of Chriſt, to profeſs and 
plead our intereſt therein. And there are two things 
that we ſhould principally conſider in reference to our- 
ſelves, and our duty, and the death of Chriſt. The firſt 
is, the benefits of it, and our participation of them ; and 
the fecond is our conformity unto it: both are mention- 
ed together by the apoſtle in 


Puri. iii. 10. 


Fhat F may know him, and the power of his reſurrection, 
and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, being made confor- 
mable unto his death. 


I thalt ſpeak a word or two (upon this occafion of re- 
membering the death of Chriit) unto the latter clauſes 
of our being made eonformable unto his death, wherein 
a very great part of our due preparation unto this ordi- 
nance doth conſiſt; and for the furtherance whereof we do 
in an e pecial manner wait upon God in this part gf his 
worſhip, Therefore I ſhall in a few words, — you 


h. 3 


[ 82 ] 
wherein. we ought to be conformable unto the death of 
Chriſt, and how we are advantaged therein by this ordt- 
nance. 

We are to be comformable unto the death of Chriſt, 
in the internal, moral cauſe of it, and in the external 
means of it. 

The cauſe of the death of Chriſt, was fin. The means 
of the death of Chriſt, was ſuffering. Our being con- 
formable unto the death of Chriſt, muſt reſpect fin and 
ſuffering. 

The procuring cauſe of the death of Chriſt was ſin. 
He died for fin; he died for our fin ; our iniquities were 
upon him, and were the cauſe of "all the puniſhment 
that befel him. 

Wherein can we be conformable unto the death of 
Chriſt with refpe& unto ſin We cannot die for fin. 
Our hope and faith is, in and through him, that we ſhall ne- 
ver die for fin. No mortal man can be made like unto 
Chrilt in ſuffering for fin, Thoſe that undergo what he 
underwent, becauſe they were unlike him, mult go to 
hell, and be made more unlike him, to eternity. 
Therefore the apoſtle tells us, that our conformity unto 
the death of Chriſt with reſpe& unto fin lies in this, that 
as he died for fin, ſo we ſhould die unto fin ; and that fin 
which he died for, ſhould die in us. He tells us ſo, 
Rom, vi. 5. ** We are planted together in the likeneſs of 
his death; we are made conformable unto the death of 
Chriſt, planted into him, ſo as to have a likeneſs to him 
in his death. Wherein ? © Knowing that our old man 
is crucified with him,” faith he, ver. 6. It is the cru- 
cifixion of the old man, the crucitying of the body of fin, 
the mortifying of fin, that makes us conformable unto 
the death of Chriſt as to the internal inoral cauſe of it, 
that procures it. So another apoſtle tells us, 1 Pet. iv. 


1, 2. ** Foraſmuch then as Chriſt hath ſuffered for us in 


the fleſh, arm yourſelves likewiſe with the ſame mind : 


for he that hath ſuffered in the fleſh, hath ceaſed from ſin, 


that he no longer ſhould live the reſt of his time in the 
fleth., to the luſts of men, but to the will of God.” Here 


is our conformity to Chrift as he ſuffered in the fleſh, 


that we mould no longer live to our luſts, nor unto the 


will & man, but unto the will of God, And, brethren, 
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let me tell you, he who approacheth unto this remem-/ 
brance ot the death of Chriſt, that hath not laboured, 
that doth not labour for conformity to his death in the 
univerſal mortification of all fin, runs a hazard to his 
ſoul, and puts an affront upon Jeſus Chriſt. O let none 
of us come in a way of thankfulneſs to remember the 
death of Jeſus Chriſt, and bring along with us the mur- 
derer whereby he was ſlain. To harbour with us, and 
bring along with us to the death of Chriſt, unmortified 
luits and corruptions, ſuch as we do not continually and 
ſincerely endeavour to kill and mortify, is to come and 
upbraid Chriſt with his murderer, inſtead of obtaining 
any ſpiritual advantage; what can ſuch poor ſouls ex- 

ect? 

: To be conformable unto the death. of Chriſt as to the 
outward means, is to be conformable unto him in ſuffer- 
ing. We here remember Chrilt's ſufferings, © And 1 
am perſuaded, and hope I have conſidered it, that he 
who is unready to be comformable unto Chriſt in ſuffer- 
ing, was never upright and ſincere in endeavouring to 
be conformable unto Chriſt in the killing of ſin; for we 
are called as much to the one as to the other Chriſt 
hath ſuffered for us. leaving us an example, that we ſhould” 
alſo [ſuffer when we are called thereunto. And our unwil- 
lingneſs to ſuffer like unto Chriſt, ariſes from ſome un- 
mortified corruptions in our hearts, which we have not 
endeavoured to ſubdue, that we may be like unto Chriſt 
in the mortification-and death of fin. | 
There are four things required that we may be con- 
formable unto the death of Chriſt in ſuffering ; for we 
may ſuffer, and yet not be like unto Chriſt in it nor by 
it. | 
1. The firſt is, * we ſuffer for Chriſt. 1 Pet iv. 
Ic, 16.“ Let none ſuffer as a murderer, or as a thief, 
or is an evil doer, Oc. But if any man ſuffer as a Chriſ- 
tian, let him not be aſhamed.” Fo ſuffer as a Chriftian, ' 
is to ſuffer for Chrift ; for the name of Chriſt; for the 
truths of Chriſt ; for the ways of Chriſt ; for the wor- 

ſhip of Chriſt. - 
2, It is required that we ſuffer in the ſtrength of Chriſt; 
that we do not ſuffer in the ſtrength of ou: © will, 
our owa reaſon, our own reſolutions ; but that we 1 er, 
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I fay, in the ſtrength of Chriſt. When we ſuffer aright, | 


* it is given unto us in the behalf of Chriſt, not only to 
believe on him, but to ſuffer for him. As all other gra- 
ces are to be derived from Chriſt, as our head and root, 
ſtock and foundation; ſo in particular that grace which 
enables us to ſuffer for Chriſt, muſt be from him. And 
we do well to conſider whether it be ſo or no; for if it 
be not, all our ſufferings are loſt, and not acceptable to 
him. It is a facritice without ſalt, yea without an heart, 
that will not be accepted. | 

3- It is required, that we ſuffer in imitation of Chriſt, 
as making bim our example. We are not to take up 
the crols, but with deſign to follow Chriſt. Fake up 
the croſs, is but half the command: Take up the 


crols, and follow me, is the whole command; and we 


are to fuffer willingly and cheerfully, or we are the moſt 
unlike Jeſus. Chriſt in our ſufferings of any perſons in the 
world. Chriſt was willing and cheerful, * Lo. I come 
to do thy will: I have a baptiſm. to be baptized with, 
ag * am I ſtraitened till it be accompliſhed faith 
1 

4. We are to ſuffer to the glory of Chriſt. Theſe 
are things wherem we ought to endeavour conformity 
to the death of Chriſt, that we now remember. I pray, 
let none of us truſt to the outward ordinance, the perfor- 
mance of the outward duty. If theſe things be not in 
us, we do not remember the. Lord's death in a right man- 
ner. | 
How may we obtain ſtrength and ability from this or- 
dinance, to be made conformable to his death, that we 
may not come and remember the death of Chriſt, and 
go away and be more unlike him than formerly ? 

There is power to this end communicated to us doc- 


trinally, morally, and fpiritually. 


There is no ſuch ſermon to teach mortification of ſin, 


as the commemoration of the death of Chriſt, It is 
the greateſt outward inſtruction unto this duty that God 
hath left unto his church; and I am perſuaded which 
he doth moſt bleſs to them who are ſincere. Do we 
ſee Chriſt eminently crucified before our eyes; his bo- 
dy broken, his blood ſhed for lin; and is it not of pow- 


erfulWitruRion to us, to go on to mortify fin ? He that 
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| hath not learned this, never learned any thing aright 


from this ordinance, nor did he ever receive any benefit 
from it. There is a conſtraining power in this inſtruc- 


tion to put us upon the mortification of fin; God grant 


we may ſee the fruit of it, It hath a teaching efficacy 
it teaches, as it is peculiarly bleſſed of God to this end 
and purpoſe. And I hope many a ſoul can ſay, that 
they have received that encouragement, and that 


ſtrength by it, as that they have been enabled to more 


ſteadineſs and conſtancy in fighting againſt fin, and have 
received more ſucceſs afterwards. | 

There is a moral way whereby it communicates 
ſtrength to us; becauſe it is our duty now to engage our- 
ſelves unto this very work, meeting at the death of 
Chriſt, it is our duty to engage ourſelves unto God, 
and that gives ſtrength. And I would beg of you 
all, brethren, that no.one of us would paſs through or go 
over this ordinance, this repreſentation of the death of 
Chriſt, without a freſh obligation to God to abide more 


conſtant and vigorous in the mortification of fin ; we all 


need it, , | 
And laſtly, A ſpiritual beholding of Chriſt by faith, 
is the means to change us into the image and likeneſs of 


Chriſt. Beholding the death of Chriſt by faith as re- 
preſented to us in this ordinance, 1« the means to chan 


us into his image and likeneſs, and make us conformab 


unto his death, in the death of fin in us, 
1.) Take this inſtruction from the ordinance, as you 


believe in Chriſt, as you love him, as you deſire to re- 
member him, ſin ought to be mortified, that we may be 


conformed unto him in his death, 
(2.) That we do every one of us bring our ſouls un- 


der an engagement ſo to do, which is required of us in 


the very nature of the duty, 

(3.) That we labour by faith ſo to behold a dying 
Chriſt, that ſtrength may thence iſſue forth for the death 
of fin in our ſouls. | | 
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DISCOURSE XIII. 
April 18, 1675. 


HAVE generally on this occaſion fixed on ſome. 
thing particular that may draw forth and guide pre- 

ſent meditation; but 1 ſhall at preſent. enter on what 
may be farther carried on, and ſpeak a little to you a- 
bout the nature and uſe of the ordinance itſelf, in which, 
it may be, ſome of us (for there are of all degrees and 
ſizes of knowledge in the church) may not be ſo well 
inſi ructed. God has taught us, that the uſing of an or- 
dinance will not be of advantage to us, unleſs we under- 
ſtand the inſtitution, and the nature and the ends. of it. 
It was fo under the Old Teſtament, when their worſhip 
was more carnal, yet God would have them to know the 
nature and the reaſon of that great ordinance of the paſ- 
ſover, as you may ſee in Exod. xii. 24,27. © And ye 
ſhall obſerve this thing for an ordinance to thee, and to 
thy ſons for ever. And it ſhall come to paſs when ye 
be come ta the land, which the Lord will give you, ac- 
cording as he bath promiſed, that ye ſha'l keep this ſer- 
vice. And it ſhalt come to paſs, when your children 
ſhall ſay unto you, What mean you by this ſervice ? that 
ye ſhall fay, It is the ſacrifice of the Lord's paſſover,“ 
&c. Carry along with you the inſtitution ; it is the or- 
dinance of God, you ſhall keep this fervice ; then you 
muſt have the meaning of it, which is this, it is the Lord's 
paſſover 3 and the occaſion of the inſtitution was this, 
the Lord paſſed over our houſes when he ſmote the E- 
gyptians, and delivered us out of Egypt. There is a 
great myſtery in that word, it is the ſacrifice of the Lord's 
| paſſoyer : their deliverance was by the blood of a ſacri- 
fice ; it was a ſacrifice which made them look to the 
eat ſacrifice, Chriſt our paſſover, who was ſacrificed 
For us. And there is a myſtical inſtruction, it is the 
Lord's paſſover, ſays he; it is a pledge and fign of the 
Lorg# paſſing over and ſparing the Iſraelites, for it was 
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not itſelf the Lord's paſſover. Chriſt ſays, * this is mp 
body,“ that is, a pledge and token of it. Under the 
Old Teſtament God would not have his people to ob- 
ſerve this great ſervice and ordinance, but they ſhould 
know the reaſon of it, and the end and riſe of it, that it 
might be a ſervice of faith. 

All theſe things are clearly compriſed, in reference 


unto this ordinance of the Lord's ſupper, in thoſe words 
of the apoſtle, | 


I Cox. xi. 23, 24, 25, 26. 


For I have received of the Lord, that which alſo I deli- 


vered unto you, That the Lord Jeſus, the ſame night in 
which be was betrayed, took bread : and when be bad 
given thanks, be brake it, and ſaid, Take, eat; this is 
my body, which is broken for you : this do in remem- 
brance of me. After the ſame manner alſo be took the 
cup, when he had ſupped, ſaying, This cup ts the New 
Teſtament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink 
u, in remembrance of me, For as often as ye eat this 


bread, and drink this cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's death 
Hill he come. 


You have both the inſtitution and the nature, the uſe 
and ends of this ordinance in theſe words; and I ſhall 
ſpeak ſo briefly to them, ,and under ſuch ſhort heads, as 
thoſe who are young and leſs experienced may do well 
to retain. | f | 

Fir, There is the inſtitution of it; I received it, 
ſaid he, from the Lord; and he received it on this ac- 
count, that the Lord appointed it; and if you would 
come in faith unto this ordinance, you are to conſider 
two things in this inſtitution. 

1. The authority of Chriſt. It was the Lord: the 
Lord, the Head and King of the church; our Lord, 
our Lawgiver, our Ruler, he has appointed this ſervice; 
and if you would have your performance of it an act of 
obedience, acceptable to God, you muſt get your con- 


ſcience influenced with the authority of Chriſt, thag, we 


can give this reaſon in the preſence of God, why we 
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come together to perform this ſervice, it is becauſe Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord has appointed it; he hath required 
it of us: and what is done in obedience to his command, 
that is a part of our reaſonable ſervice, and therein we 
are accepted with God. | 1 6 

2. In the inſtitution of it there is alſo his love, which 
is manifeſted in the time of its appointment; the Lord 
Jeſus, * in that ſame night in which he was betrayed.” 
One would think, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
knew all the troubles, the diſftrefles, the anguiſh, the 
ſufferings, the derelictions of God, which were coming 
upon him, and into which he. was juſt now entering, 
would have had ſomething elſe to think of beſides this 
proviſion for his church. But his heart was filled with 
love to his people; and that love which carried him to 
all that darkneſs and difficulty that he was to go through, 
that love at the ſame time did move him to inſtitute this 
ordinance for the benefit and advantage of his church. 
And this I ſhall only ſay, that that heart which is made 
ſpiritually ſenſible of the love of Jeſus Chriſt in the in- 
ſtitution of this ordinance, and in what this ordinance 
doth repreſent, is truly prepared for communion with 
Chrift in this ordinance. O let us all labour for this in 
particular, if poſſible, that, through the power of the 
Spirit of God, we may have ſome impreſſions of the 
love of Chriſt on our hearts ! Brethren, if we haye not 
brought it with us, if we do not yet find it in us, I pray 
let us be careful to endeavour, that we do not go away 
without it. Thus you have what is to be obſerved in 
the inſtitution itſelf, the authority and the love of 
- Chrift. 

Secondly, I ſhall ſpeak to the uſe and ends of this or- 
dinance, and they are three, 1. Recognition; 2. Exhi- 
bition; and 3. Profeſſion, 1 

1. Recognition, that is, the ſolemn calling over, and 
remembrance of what is intended in this ordinance, 

There is an habitual remembrance ot Chriſt, what all 
believers ought continually to carry about them : and 
here lies the difference between thoſe that are ſpiritual, 
and thoſe that are carnal ; they all agree that Chriſtians 
ought to have a continual remembrance of Chriſt; but 
what way ſhall we obtain it ? Why, ſet up images and 


: and 
ritual, 
riſtians 
t; but 
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pictures of him in every corner of the houſe and chapel, 
that is to 2 Chriſt to remembrance ; that way car- 
nal men take for this purpole. But the way believers 
have to bring Chriſt to remembrance, is by the Spirit of 
Chriſt working through the word. We have no images 
of Chriſt but the word; and the Spirit repreſents 
Chriſt to us thereby, wherein he is evidently crucified 
before our eyes. But this recognition I ſpeak of, is a 
ſolemn remembrance in the way of an ordinance, where- - 
in unto the internal actings of our minds, there is added 
the exterrial repreſentation of the figns that God has ap- 
pointed, © Do this in remembrance of me.” It is twice 
mentioned in ver. 24, 25. 

Concerning this remembrance, we may conſider two 
things. (r.) What is the object of this remembrance, 
or recognition; and, (2.) What is the act of it. What 
we are to remember, and what is that act of remem- 
brance that 1s acceptable to God in this ordinance. 

(I.) What is the object of this remembrance ? The 
object of this remembrance principally is Chriſt : but it 
is not Chriſt abſolutely conſidered ; it is Chriſt in thoſe 
circumſtances wherein he then was: Do it in remem- 
brance of me,“ faith he, as I am ſent of God, deſigned 
to be a facrifice for the fins of the ele&, and as I am 
now going to die for that end and purpoſe to do it fo 
in remembrance of me. Wherefore, there are theſe 
four things that we are to remember of Chrift, as pro- 
poſed in thoſe circumſtances wherein he will be remem- 
bered. And I will be careful not to mention any thing 
but what the meaneſt of us may bring into preſent exer- 
cile at the ordinance. | . 

[1.] Remember the grace and love of God, even the 
Father, in {ending Chriſt, in ſetting him forth and pro- 
poſing him to us. This is every where mentioned in 
Scripture, We are minded of this in Scripture, when- 
ever we are called to thoughts of the death of Chriſt, 
John iii. 16. God fo loved the world, as to give his 

ouly begotten Son.“ Rom. ui. 25. God ſet him forth 
to be a propitiation, through faith in his blood,” Rom. 
v. 8. God commendeth his love to us, in that While 
we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us. Remember, 1 
pray you, the unſpeakable grace and love ef Gd ia 
Fi: | 
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Tending, giving, and ſetting forth Jeſus Chriſt to be the 
Propitiation, _ _ | 

Now, how does this ordinance guide us in calling this 
love and grace of God to remembrance ? Why in this? 
in that it is in the way of a furniſhed table provided for us. 

So God. has exprefled his love in this matter, Iſa. xxv. 
6... In this mountain ſhall the Lord of Hoſts make un- 
to all people a feaſt of fat things, a feaſt of wines on the 
lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees 
well refined.” The preparation of the table here is to 
mind us to call to remembrance the love and grace of 
God, in ſending and exhibiting his Son Jeſus Chriſt to 
be a ranſom aud propitiation for us, That is the firſt 


[2.] Remember in particular, the love of Jeſus 


Chrift, as God- man, in giving himſelf for us. This 
love is frequently propoſed to us with what he did far 
us; and it is repreſented peculiarly in this ordinance + 
Who loved me, and gave himſelf for me,” ſays the a- 
poſtle. Faith will never he able to live upon the laſt 
expreſſion, Gave himſelf for me,” unleſs it can rife 
up to the firſt, © Who loved me.” Rev. i. 5,6, © Who 


layed. us, and waſhed us from our fins in his own blood,“ 


1 think. we are all ſatisfied -in this, that, in calling 
Chriſt to remembrance, we ſhould in an eſpecial manner 
call the love of Chriſt to remembrance... And that ſaul 


in whom God ſhall work a ſenſe of the love of Chriſt in 
any meaſure, (for it is paſt comprehenſion, and our 


minds and ſouls are apt to loſe themſelves in it, when we 
attempt to fix our thoughts upon it), that he wha is 
God -man ſhould do this for us, it is too great for any 
thing but faith, which can reſt in that which it can no 


hy 


: way comprehend, if it o to try the depth, and breadth, 


and length of it, to fathom its dimensions, and conſider 
it with reaſon ; for it is paſt all underſtanding; but faith 


can reſt; in what it cannot comprehend. So ({hould we 
remember the love of Chriſt, of him who is God- mau, 


who. gave himſelf for us, and will be remembered in this 


ordinance, ' : - 


- " 


(31 J. ſhall not manage. one ſpirits.aright as le hi- 
firſt feof the duty, the end of the ordinance in recog-· 
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nition, unleſs we call over and remember what was tlie 
ground upon which the profit and benefit of the ſuffer- 
ings of Chriſt doth redound to us. 

Let us remember, that this is no other but that eter- 
nal covenant and compact that was between the Father 
and the Son, that Chriſt (ſhould undertake for ſinners, and 
that what he did in that undertaking ſhould be done on 
their behalf, ſhould be reckoned to them, and accounted 
as theirs. So our Saviour ſpeaks, Pſal. xl. 6, 7. Sa- 
crifice-and offering thou didit not defire, wine ears haſt 
thou opened: burnt offering and fin offering haſt thou 
not required. Then faid I, Lo, I come: in the volume 
of the book it is written of me,” Oe. 

Chriſt does that in our benalf, which ſacrifice and 
burnt · offerings could not perform. We have this cove- 
nant delared at large, Ifa. hn. 10, 11. Yet it pleaſed 
the Lord to bruife him, he hath put him to grief: when 
thou ſhalt make his ſoul an offering for fin, he ſhall ſee 
his ſeed,” Gr. Pray, brethren; be wiſe and underſtand- 
ing in this matter, and not children in calling over and 
remembering Chriſt in this ordinance. Remember the 
counſel of peace that was between them both, when it 
was agreed on the part of Chrift, to undertake and an- 


ſwer for what wWe had done; and upon the part of God 


the Father, that, upon his fo doing, righteouſneſs, fe, 
and falvation' ſhould be given to finners. 


Ca.] Remember the ſufferings of Chriſt. This is 2 
main thing. Now, tlie ſufferings of Chrift may be con- 


fidered three ways. 1.) The ſufferings in his ſoul. 2.) 


The ſufferings in his body. 4.) The ſufferings of his 


perſon, in the diſſolution of his human nature, foul and 


body, by death itſelf. 


1.) Remember the ſufferings in his ſoul: and they 
were of two forts, (1. Privative; his fafferings in the 
de ſertion and dereliction of God his Father; and, (2. 
Poſitive; in the emiſſion of the ſenſe of God's X 
and the curle of the law upon his foul. 

4 The head of Chrift's ſufferings was in the divine 
deſertion, whence he cried out, My God, my God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me?“ It is certain, Chriſt was 


forſt ken of God; he had not elſe fo * 
natbre in 


faken of God in his foul ; how? the divine 
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the ſecond perſon did not forſake the human; nor did 
the divine nature in the third perſon forſake the human, 
as to the whole work of ſanctification and holineſs, but 
kept alive in Chriſt all grace whatſoever, all grace in 
that fulneſs whereof he had ever been partaker; But 
the deſertion was as to all influence of comfort, and all 
.evidence of love from God the Father, who is the foun- 
tain of love and comfort adminiſtered by the Holy Ghoſt. 
Hence ſome of our divines have not ſpared to ſay, that 
. Chriſt did deſpair in that great cry, My God, my 
God, G. Now deſpair fignifies two things; a total 
want of the evidence ot faith, as to acceptance with God; 
and, a reſolution in the ſoul to ſeek no farther after it, 
and not to wait for it from that fountain. In the firſt 
way Chriſt did deſpair; that is, penal only; in the lat- 
ter, he did not, that is finful alſo. There was a total in- 
terceptlon of all evidence of love from God, but not a 
.ceafing in him to wait upon God for the manifeſtation 
of that love in his appointed time. Remember Chriſt 
was thus/ forſaken, that his people might never be for- 


ſaken. | 
(2. Theregvere ſufferings poſitive in his ſoul, when he 8 
was made fin and a curſe for us, and had a ſenſe of the i 
wrath and anger of God on his foul. This brought | 
thoſe expreſſions concerning him, and from him; He 5 
began to be fore amazed, and faid, My foul is exceeding e 
ſorrowful even unto death. He was in an agony.” 1 de- 
fare no more for my ſoul everlaſtingly to confute that d 
blaſphemy, That Chriſt died only as a martyr to con- 1 
firm tbe truth he had preached, but the conſideration of — 
this one thing. For courage, reſolution, and cheerful- I 
neſs are the principal virtues and graces in him who dies Ir 
only as a martyr; but for him who had Me weight of by 
the wrath of God, and the curſe of the law upon his fa 
foul, it became him to be © in an agony, to ſweat great 8 


drops of blood,” to cry out, My God, my God, why 1 
haſt thou forſaken me? which had he been called to 


for nothing elſe but barely to confirm the truth he had to 
preached, he would have done without much trouble or =q 
ſhaking of mind. | p 
I ſhall not now ſpeak of the ſufferings in his body, , 
hic I am afraid we do not confider enough. Some br 


poor ſouls are apt to conſider nothing but the ſufferings 
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of his body, and ſome do not enough confider them. We 
may call this over ſome other time, as alſo the ſufferings 
of his perfon in the diſſolution of his human nature, by 
a ſeparation of the ſoul from the body, which was alſo 
comprized in the curſe, 2 | 

Do this in remembrance of me.“ What are we 
to remember? Theſe are things of no great reſearch; 
they are not hard and difficult, but ſuch as we all may 
come up to the practice of in the adminiftration of this 
very ordinance. Remember the unſpeakable grace and 
love of God in ſetting forth Chriſt to be a propitiation, 
Remember the love of Chriſt who gave himſelf for us, 
notwithſtanding he knew all that would befal him on 
our account: remember the compact and agreement be- 
tween the Father and the Son, that what was due to us 
he ſhould undergo, and the benefit of what he did ſhould 
redound to us: remember the greatneſs of the work he 
undertook for theſe ends ; in the ſufferings of his whole 
perſon, when he would redeem his church with his on 
blood. | 5 
(2.) One word for the act of remembrance, and I have 
done. How ſhall we remember ? Remembrance in it-- 
ſelf is a ſolemn calling over of what is true and paſt; and 
there are two things required in our remembrance ;. 
the firſt is; faith ; and the ſecond is thankfulnels. 

(I.) Fanth ; ſo to call it over as to believe it. But Who 
does not believe it? Why, truly, brethren, many be- 
heve the ſtory of it, or the fact, who do not believe it 
to that advantage for themſelves, as they ought to do. 
In a word, we are ſo to believe it, as to put our truſt for 
life and ſalvatron in thoſe things that we call to remem- 
brance, Truſt and confidence belong to the eſſence of 
favmg faith. So remember theſe things as to place your 
truſt in them. Shall 1 gather up your workings of faith: 
into one expreſſion ? the apoftle calls it, Rom. v. 11. 
* the receiving the atohement.” If God help us afreſh 
to receive the atonement at this time, we have dilcharg- 
ed our duty in this ordinance ; for here is the atoneme 


propoſed trom the love of God and the love of Chriſt, 


y virtue of the compact between the Father and the Son, . 
through the ſufferings and facrifice of Chriſt in bivggthole 
perſon, ſoul and body. * is an atonement with Go 
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propoſed unto us; the working of our faith is to receive 
it, or to believe it ſo as to approve of it as an excellent 


way, full of awiidom, goodneſs, holineſs ; to embrace it 


and trult is it. | | Wh i 
( 2.) Remember that among the offerings of old, which 


were appointed to ſhadow oat the death of Chriſt, there 
was a'thank-offering, for there was a burning of the fat 


| 

1 

upon the altar of thank-offering. to ſignify there was 
thankfulneſs to God always as part of the remembrance { 
of the ſacrifice that Chriſt made ſor us. Receive the a- 1 
tonement, and be thankful. : 5 t 
Ihe Lord lead us into the practice of theſe things. 
— . t 

— | | * 

DISCOURSE XIV. 

HE laſt time I ſpake to you on this occaſion, I told t 

vou that the grace of God, and our duty in this or- d 
dinance, might be drawn under the three heads of recog- J 
nition, or calling over, of exhibition, and of profeſſion. m 
The firſt of theſe I then ſpake unto, and ſhewed you 6 
what we are to recognize or call over therein. ; us 
The ſecond thing 1s, exhibition and reception; exhibi- th 
tion on the part of Chriſt, reception on our part, wherein pi 
the eflence of this ordinance doth conſiſt. I ſhall brief. an 
ly explain it to you, rather now to ſtir up faith unto ex- th 
erciſe, than to inſtruct in the doctrine. And that we mi 
may exerciſe our faith aright, we may conſider, no 
I. Who it is that makes an exhibition, that offers, pro- me 
poſes, and gives ſomething to us at this time in this or- we 
dinance. | | 3 
II. What it is that is exhibited, propoſed, and com- we 
municated in this ordinance. And, | im 
III. How or in what manner we receive it. | ing 
I. Who is it that makes this exhibition? It is Chriſt all 
himſelf. When Chriſt was given for us, God the Father dyi 
ve him, and ſet him forth to be a propitiation; but in this lie 
exhibition it is Chriſt himſelf, I fay, that is the immedi- anc 
ate exhibiter. The tender that is made of, whatever it me 
be, it is made by Chriſt. And, as, our faith ſtands in pu 

need Bf directions and boundaries to be given to it in is 


this holy duty, it will direct our faith to conſider Jeſus Go 
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Chriſt preſent among us by his Spirit, and by. his word, 
making this tender, or this exhibition unto us, It is 
Chriſt that does it, which calls out our faith unto an im- 
mediate exercile on his perſon. W#. 

II. What 1s it Chriſt does exhibit and propoſe to 
us? 1, Not empty and outward ſigns. God never in- 
ſtituted ſuch things in his church. From the foundation 
of the world, he never deſigned to feed his people with 
ſuch ontward ſymbols, Thoſe under the Old Teſtament 
were not empty, though they had not a fulneſs, like 
thoſe under the New; they had not a fulneſs, becauſe 
they had reſpe& to what was yet to come, and could not 
be filled with that light, that grace, that evidence of the 
things themſelves, as the preſent figns are, which are 
accompliſhed. Chriſt doth not give us empty ſigns. 

Nor, 2. does Chriſt give us his fleſh aud blood, taken 
in a carnal ſenſe, If men would believe him, he has 
told us along time ago, when that doubt aroſe upon that 
declaration of his eating his fleſh and drinking his blood, 
John vi. 52. (though he did not then ſpeak of the ſacra- 
ment, but of that which was the effence and life of it), 
How can this man give us his fleſh to cat?” He told 
us, that eating his fleſh profited nothing in that way they 
thought of eating it ; for they apprehended, as the Pa- 
piſts do now, that they were to eat fleſh, body, bones 
and all. Why, ſays he, the fleth profits nothing; it is 
the Spirit that quickens ;”* that power that 4s to be com- 
municated to you is by the Spirit. So that Chriſt does 
not give us his fleſh and blood in a carnal manner, as the 
men, at Capernaum thought and others look for. This 
would not feed our ſouls, : | 

But then what is it that Chriſt does exhibit, that 
we may exerciſe our faith upon? 1 ſay, it is himſelf as 
immediately diicharging his great office of a Prieſt, be- 


ing ſacrificed for us. It is himſelf as accompanied with 


all the benefits of that great part of his mediation in 
dying for us. May the Lord ftir up our hearts to be- 

lie ve, that the tender Chriſt makes unto us is originally 
and principally of himſelf, becauſe all the benefits of his 
mediation ariſe from that fountain and ſpring, when God 
purchaſed the church with his own blood. A way thus 
is which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the wiſdom of 
God, has found out and appointed to make a ſpecial ten- 


* 
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der of his perfon to our ſouls, to be received by us. And 
he tenders himſelf in the diſcharge of his mediation, in 
the moſt amiable and moſt glorious repreſentation of him- 
ſelf to the ſoul of a ſinner. Chriſt js glorious in himſelf, 
in all his offices, and in all the repreſentations that are 
made of him in the ſcripture unto our faith; but Chriſt 
is moſt amiable, moſt beautiful, moſt glorious to the ſouT 
of a believing ſinner, when he is repreſented as dying, 
making atonement for fin, making peace Tor ſinners, as 
bearing our iniquities, ſatisfying the wrath of God, and 
curſe of the law, to draw out our hearts unto faith and. 
love. Chriſt in this ordinance makes fuch a repreſen- 
tation of himſelf as bleeding for us, making atonement 
for our ſins, and ſealing the everlaſting covenant : and he 
propoſes himſelf unto us with all the benefits of his death, 
of that redemption he wrought out for us, peace with 
God, making an end of fin, bringing in everlaſting righ- 
teouſneſs, and the like. I intend only to remind you 
of theſe things, for we are at a loſs ſometimes as to the 
exerciſe of faith in and under this duty. 
III. There remains to be confidered, reception; for 
unleſs it be received, there is nothing done to any ſaving 
purpoſe. Notwithſtanding all this tender that is made, 
the iſſue of all the benefit and conſolation lies upon re- 
cerving. | 
There are two ways whereby we do receive Chriſt. 
1. We receive him ſacramentally, by obedience in 

church order. And, 2. We receive him ſpiritually, and 
really by faith or believing in him. | 
1. We receive him ſacramentally. This conſiſts in the 


due and orderly performance of what he has appointed 


in his word for this end and purpoſe, that therein : nd 
thereby he may Exhibit himſelf to our fouls. It duth 
not conſiſt (as ſome have thought) in partaking of the 


elements; that is but one part of it, and but one ſm. 11 


* Our ſacramental reception conſiſts in the due ob- 
t vation of the whole order of the inſtitution according 
to the mind of Chriſt: Ae 

- 2. Spiritually, we receive him by faith: and if we 
could rightly underſtand that ſpecial act of faith which 
ewe Fre to exerciſe in the reception of Chriſti, when he 
does thus Exhibit himſelf to us, then ſhould we glori- 


if we 
which 
hen he 
glori- 


matter the evidence of things not ſeen, making it exiſt 


conſiſt; there is an increaſe and quickening of gvitad 
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fy God, then ſhould we bring in advantage to our own 
ſouls. * * 

I have but a word to fay, and that is this, It is that 
acting of faith which is now required of us, which draws 
neareſt unto ſpiritual, ſenſible experience, Faith has 
many degrees and many acts, ſome at a Kind of*diſtance 
from the object, in mere reliance and recumbency ; and 
many other acts of faith make very near approaches to 
the object, and riſe up to ſenſible experience. It ſhould 
be (if God would help us) ſuch an act of faith as riſes 
up neareſt to a ſenſible experience. It is that which 
the Holy Ghoſt would teach us by this ordinance, when 
we receive it by eating and drinking, which are things 
of ſenſe ; and things of ſenſe are choſen to expreſs faith 
wrought up to an experience. And they who bad ſome 
apprehenſion hereof, that it muſt be a peculiar acting of 
faith and riſing up to a ſpiritual experience, but finding 
nothing of the light and power of it in their own ſouls, 

ve birth to tranſubſtantiation, that they might do that 
with their mouths and teeth, which they could not de 
with their ſouls, : 5 

Faith ſhould riſe up to an experience in two thin gs. 
(:.) In repreſentation. (2.) In incorporation. 

(1.) The thing we are to aim at, to be carried unte 
by faith in this ordinance, is, that there may be a near 
and evident repreſentation of Chriſt in his tender unte 
our ſouls; faith being ſatisfied in it; faith being in this 


in the ſoul, making Chriſt more preſent to the ſoul than 
he would be to our bodily eyes, if he was among us; 
more aſſuredly ſo, Faith ſhould riſe up to evidence in 
that near and cloſe repreſentation it makes of Chriſt in 
this exhibition of himſelf. _ x | 
And, (2.) Faith is to anſwer the end of eating and 
drinking, which is incorporation, We are ſo to receive 
Chriſt, as to receive him into a ſpiritual incorporation, 
thet the fleſh and blood of Chriſt, as communicated in 
this ordinance through faith, may be turned and chan- 
ged in our hearts into ſpiritual vital principles, and unto 
growth and ſatis faction. Theſe are the three things we 


receive by nouriſhment, and- wherein incorporation does 


ha fs! 9] 
principles, Ae is . and there is ſatĩsfaction ĩn 
receiving ſuitable food and nouriſhment. Faith, I ſay, 
mould all up to theſe three things in its acts. 1 wen- 
tion theſe things to direct the 9 of our Risk! in this 


holy adminiſtration, 
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DISCOURSE xv. 
September 5. 1675. 


SHALL offer a few words to direct you in the > 
ſent exerciſe of faith in this ordinance. I deſign no 
more but to give occaſion to that particular exerciſe of 
faith which is now required of us, whereby we may ſanc- 
tify the name of God in a due manner, give glory to 
him by believing, and receive eſtabliſhment unto our 
own ſouls : and I would do it by minding you of that 

word of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 


ki 32. 


And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto me. a 


Wuar he means by * his lifting up,” che evangeliſt 
expounds i in the next words, which are theſe, © This he 
fpake, agntiying what death he ſhould die. „ $6 that 
the lifting up of Chriſt on the croſs, is that which He 
lays as the foundation of his drawing finners unto him. 
No finner will come near to Chriſt, unleſs he be drawn ; 
and to be drawn, is to be made willing to Some unto 
him, and to follow him in chains of love. Chriſt draws 
none to him, whether they will or no; but he caſts on 
their minds, bearts and wills, the cords'of his grace and 
love, working i in them powerfully, working on them 
kindly, to cauſe them to chuſe him, to come to him and 
to follow him. Draw me, we will run after thee.” 
The gre reat principle and fountain from whence the draw- 


1 acy and power of grace doth proceed, is from 


Jeſus Chriſt on the crols, 
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the lifting.up of Chriſt. Drawing grace is manifeſted 
in, and drawing love proceeds from, the ſufferings of 
But that which I would juſt mind you of at preſent, 
is this, that the look of faith unto Chriſt as lifted. up, is 
the only means of bringing our fouls near to him. Our 
faith is often exprefled by © looking unto Chriſt,“ Iſa. 
xlv. 22.“ Look unto me, (ſays he), and be ye ſaved, all 
the ends of the earth.” The conclulion is, that thoſe 
who ſo look. unto him, ſhall be juſtified and ſaved, Iſa. 
Ixv. 1, * Behold me, behold me.” And it is the great 
promiſe of the efficacy of the Spirit poured out upon us, 
that we * ſhall look unto him whom we have pierced,” 
Zech. x. 12. God calls us to look off from all other 
things, look off from the law, look off from ſelf, look 
off from fin, look only unto Chriſt, Is Chriſt ſaid to 
be lifted up in his death ? and to die that manner of 
death wherein he was lifted up on the croſs? ſo it was 
expreſſed in the type; the brazen ſerpent was lifted up 
on a pole, that thoſe who were {mote with the fiery ſer- 
pents might look to it. If the foul can but turn an eye 
of faith unto Jeſus Chriſt as thus lifted up, it will re- 
ceive healing ; though the fight of one be not fo clear 
as the ſight of another. All had not a like ſharpneſs of 
ſight that looked to the brazen ſerpent ; nor have all 
the like vigour of faith to look to Chriit ; but one fin- 
cere look to Chriſt is pleaſing to him, fo as he fays, 
Cant. iv. 9. Thou haſt raviſhed my heart, my ſiſter, 
my ſpouſe, thou haſt raviſhed my heart with one of thine 
eyes.” A ſoul ſenſible of guilt and ſin, that caſts but 
one look of faith to Chriſt as lifted up, it even raiſes.the 
heart of Chriſt himſelf, and ſuch a ſoul (hall not go a- 
way unrefreſhed, unrelieved. | 
Nov, brethren, the end of this ordinance is to lift up 
Chriſt in repreſentation: as he was lifted up really on 
the croſs, and as in the whole preaching of the goſpel, 
Chriſt is evidently crucified before qur.eyes, ſo more eſ- 
pecially in the admigiſtration of this ordinance. Do we 
ſee then wherein of ſpecial acting of faith in this ordi- 
nance. does conſiſſ God forbid we ſhould. negle& the 
ſtirring up our hearts unto the particular acting of faith 
in Jelus Chriſt, who herein is lifted up before us. That , 
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which we are to endeavour in this ordinance, is, to get 
a view by faith, faith working by thoughts, by medita- 


tion, acting by love; a view of Chriſt as lifted up, that 


is, as bearing our iniquities in his own body on the tree. 
What did Chriſt do on the tree? what was he lifed up 
for, if it was not to bear our fins? Out of his love and 
zeal to the glory of God, and out of compaſſion to the 
ſouls of men, Chriſt bore the guilt and puniſhment of 
fin, and made expiation for it. O that God in this or- 
dinance would give our ſouls a view of him! I ſhall give 
it to myſelf, and to you in charge at this time: If we 
have a view of Chriſt by faith as lifted up, our hearts 
will be drawn nearer to him, If we find not our hearts 
in any manner drawn nearer to him, it is much to be 
feared we have not had a view of him as bearing our i- 
niquities. Take, therefore, t his one remembrance, as to 
the acting of faith in the adminiſtration of this ordinance, 

labour to have it fixed upon Chriſt as bearing ſin, making 
atonement for it, with his heart full of love to accom- 
plich a cauſe in righteouſneſs and truth. 


——— 
— — 


DISCOURSE XVI. 
October 31. 1675. 


O whet our minds, and lead us to a particular ex- 

erciſe of faith and love in this duty, I ſhall add a 

few words from that Scripture which I have already 
ſpoken ſomething to, upon this occaſion, vis. 


| Ions X11. 32. 
And, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 


draw all men unto me. 


Tus lifting up, as I faid before, was the lifting up of 
Chriſt on the croſs, when, as the apoſtle Peter tells us, 
& hegbore,” or as the word is, he carried up our fins 


r ex- 
dd a 
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id his own body on the tree.“ Chriſt died for thtree 
ends, 1. To anſwer an inſtitution. 2. Po fulfill a type. 
And, 3. To be a moral repreſentation of the work of 
God in his death. + 2330 with 

1. It was to anſwer the inſtitution; that he who 
yas hanged on a tree was accurſed of God,” Deut. xxt. 
23. There were many other ways appointed of God to 
put malefaQtors to death among the Jews; ſome were 
ſtoned, in ſome caſes they were burned with fire; but 
it 1s only by God appointed, that“ he that was hanged 
on a tree was accurſed of God:“ and Chriſt died that 


death, to ſhew, that it was he who underwent the curſe 


of God, as the apoſtle ſhews, Gal. iii. 13. He was 
made a curſe for us, as it is written, Curſed is every one 
that hangeth on a tree,” 

2. Chriſt died that death to fulfil a type. For it was 
a bloody and moſt painful death, yet it was a death 
wherein a bone of him was not broken, typified of him 
in the paſchal lamb, of which not a bone was to be hro- 
ken. Chiiſt was lifted up on thE croſs to fulfil that 
type, that though his death was bitter, lingering, pain- 
ful, ſhameful, yet not a bone was broke; that every one 
might have an whole Chriſt, an entire Saviour, notwith- 
ſtanding all his ſuffering and rending on our behalf. 

3. He was ſo lifted up, that it might be a moral re- 
preſentation unto all, to anſwer that other type alſo of 
the ſerpent lifted up in the wilderneſs ;-ſo that he was 
the perſon that might ſay, © Behold me, behold me.“ 
He was lifted up between heaven and earth, that all 
creatures might ſee God had let him forth to be a pro- 
pitiation. 

„And I, when J am lifted up; “ what will he then 
do? when 1 have auſwered the n when J have ſul- 
filled the types, when I have complied with the will of 
God in being a propitiation, “ I will draw all men to 


me.“ It is placed upon Chriſt's © lifting up 3” now 


that is actually paſt; nor was 1t done merely while 
Chriſt was hanging on the croſs. There are two ways 
whereby there is a repreſentation made of Chriſt being 
lifted up, to draw men unto him. 
1. By the preaching of the word. 8⁰ the apoſtle 
tells us, Gal, iii. 1. that of Jelus Chriſt was evMeatfy 
OS 1 
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crucified before their eyes.” The great end of preach- 
ing the word, is to repreſent evidently Chriſt crucified ; 


it is to lift up Chriſt that he may draw ſinners unto 4 
And, 2. It is repreſented in this ordinance of the Lord's 
ſupper, wherein we ſhew forth his death. Chriſt is pe- 
culi..ly and eminently lifted up in this ordinance, be- 
cauſe it is a peculiar and eminent repreſentation of his 


death. 
No there are two ways of Chriſt's drawing perſons 


to himſelf, 
1. His way of drawing finners to him, by faith and 


repentance. 

2. His way of drawing believers to him, as to actual 
communion with him. 

Chriſt draws ſinners to him by faith and repentance, 
as he is lifted up in the preaching of the word; and he 
draws believers to him as unto actual communion, as by 
the word, ſo in an eſpecial manner by this ordinance, 
1 ſhall only ſpeak a word on the latter, how Chriſt is 
lifted up in this ordnance that repreſeats his death unto 
us, or, how he draws us unto actual communion with 

m. 7 

(1.) He does it by his love, The principal. thing 
that is always to be conſidered in the lifting up of Chriit 
is, his love. Who loved me, (ſays the apoſtle), and 
gave himſelf for me:“ ard, © Who loved us, and waſh- 
ed us from our fins in his own blood.” I could ſhew 
you, that love is attractive, that it is encouraging and 
conſtraining. I will only leave this with you, whatever 
apprehenſions God in this ordinance ſhall give you of the 
love of Chriſt, you have therein an experience of Chrilt's 
drawing you, as he is lifted up, unto actual communion 
with him, It is of great concernment to you. Chrilt 
is never ſo lovely unto the foul of a ſinner, as when he 
is conſidered as lifted up, that is, as undergoing the 
curſe of God, that a bleſſing might come upon us. O 
that he who has loved us, and becauſe he has loved us, 


would draw us with the cords of his loving. Kindneſs, as th 

God ſays he does, Jer. xxxi. 3. Yea, I have Wed ö as. 
thee with an everlaſting love; therefore with mito 17 
kindneſs have I drawn thee.” — 

0 6 « 
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(2.) The ſufferings of Chriſt in ſoul and body are at- 
tractive of, and do draw the fouls of believers to him. 
They ſhall look on me whom they haye pierced, and 
mourn.” It is a look to Chriſt as pierced for fin under 
his ſufferings, that is attractive to the ſouls of believers 
in this ordinance, becauſe theſe ſufferings were for us. 
Call to mind, brethren, ſome of theſe texts of Scripture ; 
fee what God will give you out of them, © He was 
made fin for us, who knew no fin ; that we might be 
made the righteouſneſs of God in him. He was made 
a curſe for us; and, he bore our fins in his own body on 
the tree; and died, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he 
might bring us unto God.” If Jeſus Chriſt be pleaſed 
to let in a ſenſe of his ſufferings for us by theſe Serip- 
tures upon our fouls, then we have another experience 
of his drawing us, as he is lifted up. | 

(.) Chriſt draws us as he is hfted up, by the effects 
of it. What was he liſted up for? It was to make 
peace with God through his blood. © God was in 
Chriſt, reconciling the world unto himſelf ;” When? 
When “he made him to be ſin for us, who knew no 
ſm.” It is the ſacrifice of atonement; it is the ſacrifice 
wherewith the covenant between God and us was ſealed. 
This is one notion of the ſupper of our Lord. Cove- 
nants were confirmed with facrifice. Iſaac made a co- 
venant with Abimelech, and confirmed it with facrifice: 
So it was Jacob and Laban : and in both places, when 
they had confirmed the covenant with a facrifice, they. 
had a feaſt upon the ſacrifice. Chriſt by his ſacrifice 
has ratified* the covenant between God and us, and in- 
vites us in this ordinance to a participation of it. He 
draws us by it to faith in him, as he has made an atone- 
ment by his ſacrifice. 

Theſe are ſome of the ways whereby Chriſt draws the 
ſouls of -believers unto communion with him in this or- 
dinance, that repreſents him as lifted up, by exprefſing 
his love, by repreſenting his ſufferings, and tendering 
the — of the covenant as confirmed with a facrifice, 
invite us to feed on the remainder of the ſacrifice that 
is left to us for the nouriſhment of our ſouls. O that 
he would caſt ſome of theſe cords of love upon our 


fouls! for if he ſhould be lifted up, and we ſhould not 
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come, if we ſhould find no cords of love caſt upon us to 
draw us unta actual communion, we ſhould have no 
advantage by this ordinance. | 
25 How ſhall we come in actual communion unto Chriſt 
in this ordinance upon his drawing? What is required 
of us? Why, [I.] We are to come by faith to “re- 
ceive the atonement,” Rom. v. 11. We come to a due 
communion with Chriſt in this ordinance, if we come to 
receive the atonement made by. lis death, as full of di- 
vine wiſdom, grace and love, and as the truth and faith- 
fulnels of Gad is confirmed in it, to receive and lay hold 
on this atonement, that we may have peace with God, 
Ha. xxvii. 5, © Let him take hold of my ſtrength, and 
he ſhall be at peace with me.” Brethren, here is the 
arm of God, Chriſt the power of God, Chriſt lifted up: 
We ourſelves have finned and provoked God; what 
ball we do ? ſhall we ſet briers and tharns in battle. ar- 
ray againſt God ? No, ſays he, I will paſs through and 
devour ſuch perſons ; what then? © Let him take hold 
of my ſtrength, of my arm, and be at peace.” God 
ſpeaks this to every ſoul of us in this lifting up of 
Chriſt. Now receive the atonement. as full of infinite 
wiſdom, holineſs and truth. 

[2.] Faith comes and brings the ſoul to Chriſt as he 
is thus lifted up, but it 18 always accompanied with love, 
whereby the ſoul adheres to Chriſt when it is come, 

Doth faith bring us to Chriſt on his drawing, to re- 
ceive the atonement ?. ſet love at work to cleave unto 
him, to take him into our hearts and fouls, and to abide 
with him, 

[3.] It is to come with mourning and godly ſorrow, 
becauſe of our own ſins. * Look unto him whom we 
have pierced, and mourn.” Theſe things are very con- 
filtent. Do not think we ſpeak things at random: they 
are conſiſteut in experience, that we ſhould receive 
Chriſt as making an atonement, and have peace with 
God ia the pardon of our ſins, and nevertheleſs to mourn 
for our own iniquities. The Lord give expeti © of 
them in your hearts, 

Let us now pray that ſome of theſe cords wherewith 
he draws the fouls of believers, may be on our fouls in 
tais dinance. . 
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and there is in the word a repreſentation of that which 
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—— — 
— — — 


DISCOURSE XVII. 
mz we have opportunity of ſpeaking to 


you on theſe oceaſfions, it is for the direction of 
the exerciſe of your faith in this ordinance in a due man- 


ner. Here is a repreſentation of the death of Chriſt 


we ſhould principally conſider, and act faith with reſpect 
unto in the repreſentation that is made in this ordinance, 
aud that is of a bleſſed change and commutation that is 
made between Chrift and believers, in the imputation of 
their fins unto him, and in the imputation of his-righte- 
ouſneſs unto them: and the principal part of the life 
and exerciſe of faith, conſiſts in a due contideration and” 
improvement thereof. God taught this to tle church 
of the Old Teſtament, in the type of tlie offering of the 
ſcape-goat, | 


Lev. xvi. 21. 

And Aaron ſhall lay both his hands upon the head of the 
live goat, and confeſs over bim all the imguities of the 
children of Iſrael, and all their tranſgreſſions in all 
their fins, putting them upon the head of the goat, &c. 


Aaron was not only to confeſs all the fins and iniqui- 
ties of the people over the head of the goat, but he was 
to put all their fins upon bim. Here is a double act, 
the confeſſion of, fin, which is, as it were, the gathering 
of all their firs together; and the putting of them on 
the goat, to give a lively repreſentation of it unto faith. 
So God did inſtruct Aaron to the putting-of the guilt 
of our iniquities typically upon the ſacrifice, really upon 
Jeſus Chriſt. | OE 

He doth not ſay, he ſhall bear the puniſhment, but he 
mall take th fin itſelf, that is, as to the guilt of it, and 
carry it quite away: and therefore in the fſacrifite aþ- 
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pointed in Deut. xxĩ. for expiation of an uncertain mur- 
der, when a man was killed, and none knew who killed 
him, ſo none was liable to puniſhment, but there was 
guilt upon the land; then the elders of the city that | 
was neareſt the place where the murder was committed, | 
to take away the guilt, were to cut off the neck of an 
heiter by God's appointment, and that took away the guilt, 2 
— Thus did God mitru@ the church under the Old Teſta- ] 
ment in this great {overeign act of his wiſdom and righ- } 
teouſneſs, in transferring the guilt of fin from the church b 
unto Chritt. Therefore the prophet ſays, Iſa. Iii. 5, 6. 0 
Ihe Lord hath laid on him the iniquities of us all.“ What C 
then? By his ſtripes we are healed.” The ſtripes were a0 
all due to us; but they were due to us for our iniquities and f. 
for no other cauſe. Now our iniquities being transferred 
to Chriſt, all the ſtripes came to be his, and the healing g 
came to be ours. To tbe ſame purpoſe the apoſtle ſays, to 
© He was made ſin for us, who knew no fin; that we might 
be made the righteouſneſs of God-in him.” As we are 
made the righteouſneſs of God in him, ſo he is made fin 
for us. We are made the righteouſneſs of God in him, 
*by the imputat ion of his righteouſneſs unto us; for our 
apoitle is to be believed. that righteouſneſs is by i imputa- 
tion; God imputes righteouſnels, fays he. We have no 
righteouſneſs before God but by imputation; and when 
we are made righteous, the righteouſnels of God, which 
God ordains, approves and accepts, it is the righteovul- 
nels of Chriſt imputed to us. And how 1s he made fin 
for us? becauſe our fin is imputed to him. Some will 
ſay, he was made fin for us, that is, a ſacrifice for fin 
be it ſo; but nothing could be made an expiatory ſacri- 
fice, but it had firſt the ſin imputed to it. Aaron thall 
put his hands on the goat, confeſſing all their fins over 
his bead; be their ſins on the head of the goat, or Ge 
expictory ſncrifice was nothing. 
The fame exchange you have again in Gal. iii. 13, 14. 
He was made a curle for us.” The curſe was due to 
us, and this Chriſt was made for us: and to confirm our 
faith, God did inſtitute a viſible pledge long beforehand, 
to let us know he was made a curſe for uv; he bad made 
it a fign of the curſe for one to be hanged on a tree, as 
it qs — + Curled is every one that hangeth ona 
tree,” What then comes to us? Why, the bleſſing of righ 
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faithful Abraham. What is that? “ Abraham believed 
God, and it was accounted to him for righteouſneis.““ 
Juſtification and acceptance with God is the bleſſing of 
faithful Abraham. Here is the great exchange repre- 
ſented to us in the Scripture in theſe things, that all our 
ſins are transferred upon Chriſt by imputation, and the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt transfered to us by imputation. 
Both thele are acts of God, and not our acts. It is God 
who imputes our fin to Chriſt; He hath made him to 
be fin for us; and it is God who imputes the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt to us; it is God that juſtiſies: he who made 
Chriſt to be fin, he alſo makes us to be righteouſneſs. Theſe 
acts of God we ought to go over within our minds by 
faith, which is that I now call you to. 

The way to apply the benefits and advantage of this 
great commutation to our ſouls, is in our minds by faith 
to ſeal to theſe acts of God. Chriſt in the goipel, and eſ- 
pecially in this ordinance, ** is evidently crucified before 
our eyes,” Gal. iii. 1. God hath ſet him forth to be a 
propitiation :”* ſo he is declared in this ordinance, and 
Chriſt at the lame time calls us to him, Come unto me: 
Look unto me all the ends of the earth. Come with 
your burdens; come you that are heavy laden with 
the guilt of fin. What God has done in a way 
of righteous imputation, that we are to do in this ordi- 
nance in a way of believing. We are, by the divine 
help, to lay our fins by faith on Jeſus Chriſt, by cloting - 
with that a& of God which is repreſented to us in the 
word, that God has imputed all our fins to Jeſus Chriſt, 
Let you and I, and all of us, ſay Amen by faith, So be 
it, O Lord. Let the guilt of all our fins be on the 
head of Jeſus Chriſt z and therein admixe the goodneſs, 
the grace, the love, the holinels, the infinite wiſdom of 
God in this matter. If we were able to ſay Amen to 
this great truth, we ſhould have the comfort of it in our 
own fouls, to acquieſce in it, to find power and reality 
In it. 

Ihen the other act of God is the imputation of the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt to us. It 1s not enough to us, 
that our ſins are all carried away into a land not inhabit- 
ed: we ſtand in need of a righteouſnels whereby we 
may be accepted before God. He makes us to bethe® 
righteouſnels of God; we do not make ourlelves ſo, 
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it's are A 1 by imputation of the righteouſueſs of 
Chriſt, 


Our ſecond, 4e of faith that God may ſtir us up 


unto in this ordinance, is to receive the atonement, So 
the apoſtle expreſſes it, Rom. v. 11, We receive toge- 
ther with it all the fruits of the atonement. 

Now if the Lord will be pleafed to ftir up our hearts 
from under their deadneſs, to gather them in from their 
wanderings, to make us ſenſible of our concern, to give 
us the acting of faith in this matter, that truly and real- 
ly the holy God has laid all our iniquities upon Chriſt, 
and tenders to us life, righteouſneſs, juſtification, and 
mercy, by him, we ſhall gs 858 the fruit of this ad- 


miniſtration. 5 


— 
DISCOURSE XVIII. 
April 16. 1676. 


- SHALL offer a few word with a view to prepare 

our minds to the exerciſe of faith and communion 
with God in this ordinance : and becauſe we ought to 
be in the higheſt exerciſe of faith in this ordinance, I 
fhall take occaſion from thoſe words, which expreſs as 
high an acting of faith, I think, as any in the ſcripture, 
I mean thoſe words of the apoſtle, i in | 


Gar. ii. 20. 


Tam crucified with Chriſt; 2 T 1 live; yet not 5 
but Chrift livetb in me ; and the /ife which 7 now live 


in the fleſh, 1 live by the faith of the Son of God, who 


loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 


Ov inquiry now is, How we may act faith ? It acts 
wt Ways. 
By way of adherence, cleaving to, truſting and ac- 
enticing; in- God in Chriſt, as declaring his love, grace, 
good will in x his promiles, This 1s the faith where- 
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by we live, whereby we are juſtified; the faith without 
which this ordinance will not profit; bu diſadvantage 
us; for without this faith we cannot diſcern the Lord's 

body, we cannot diſcern him as crucified for us: this is 
that we are in an eſpecial, manner to examine onrſelves 
about, in reference to a participation of this ordinance, 
for ſelf-examination i is a goſpel inſticution proper for 


this ordinance. And this is the faith whereby we are in 


Chriſt, without which a participation of the outward ſigus 
and pledges of Chriſt will not avail us. So then with 
faith thus acting we are to be qualified and prepared un- 
to a, participation of this ordinance. 

2. Another way by which faith ought to act in this 
ordinance, 1s that of ſpecial application, Who loved 
me, and gave himſelf for me; this is faith acting by par- 
ticular application. I hope the Lord has given us that 
faith whereby we may be prepared for this ordinance : 
and now I am to enquire and direct you a little in that 
faith which you may act in this ordinance ; I fay, it is 
this faith of ſpecial application -to our own ſouls, that 
God now requires we ſhould act; and I prove it thus, 
it is becauſe in this ordinance thaw d is a propoſition, ten- 
der, and communication of Chriſt to every one in par- 
ticular. In the promiſe of the goſpel, Chriſt is propoſed 
indefinitely to all that believe; and ſo the faith I men- 
tioned before, of acquieſcence i in him, anſwers what is re- 
quired of us by virtue of the promiſe in the golpel : but 
in this ordinance, by God's inſtitution, Chriſt is tendered 
and given to me and to thee, to every one in particular; 
for it is by his inſtitution that the elements 1a this di, 
nance are diſtributed to every particular perſon, to ſhew, 
that there is a tender and communication of Chriſt to 
particular perſons. Now, ſuch a particular communi- 
cation is to be received by this particular faith, the faith. 
of application, to receive him to our own ſouls. 

And-then, moreover, one great end of the ordinance 
is maniſeſtly, that it requires the acting of. faith in a par- 
ticular way of application to every one of us; it is for 
a farther incorporation of Chriſt in our fouls ; it is for 
receiving Chriſt as nouriſhment, as the bread that came 
down from heaven, as giving his body and blood for ſpi- 
ritual food, Now every one knows, that whatever fegſts g - 
be prepared in the world, unleſs every one in particular 


. 
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takes his own portion; and eats and digeſts it, it will not 
turn to nouriſhment unto him. This particular act of ap- 


plication anſwers that eating, drinking, and digeſting, 


which the nature of the ordinances does require. So, 
brethren, this is that I aim at, that it is our duty in this 
ordinance to act a articular faith as to the »pplication 
of Chriſt and all his benefits, each one to his own ſoul. 
You will ſay then, what is the ſpecial object of this 
ſpecial faith? Truly that which the apoſtle tells us here. 
It is ſpecial love, in the firſt place; and it is the fpecial 
deſign of the death of Chriſt, in the next place. Who 
loved me and gave himſelf for me.” The object you 
ought to fix upon in the exerciſe of this faith of applica- 
tion to your own ſouls, is the ſpecial love of Chriſt ; 


that Chriſt had a ſpecial love, not only to the church in 


general ; but the truth is, Chriſt had a fpecial love for 


me in particular. It will be a very hard thing for you 


or me to riſe up to an act of faith, that Chriſt hath a 
love for us in particular, unleſs they can anſwer this queſ- 
tion, Why ſhould Chrift love you or me in particular ? 
What anſwer can 1 give hereto, when I know he does 
not love all the world? I can give but this anſwer to it, 
Even becauſe he would. I know nothing in me, or in 
any of you, that can deſerve his love. Was there ever 
ſuch a thing heard of, that Chriſt ſhould have a particu- 
lar love for ſuch as we are? Would ever any perſon go 
- and fix his love on a creature who was all over leprous ? 
Is this the manner of man ? Truly Chriſt would never 
have fixed his love upon any of our poor, defiled, leprous 
ſouls, but upon this one conſideration, ** I know I can 
cleanſe them, and I will.” He loved us. | 

But what will he do with ſuch deformed, polluted 
creatures as we are? Why, © He loved the church, and 
gave himſelf for it, that he „ waſh and purify it, and 


preſent it to him a glorious church, not having ſpot or 


wrinkle, or any ſuch thing.” Though we are altogether 
deformed and defiled, though no example, no inſtance 
can be given in things below, or among the creatures, of 
any fixing love on ſuch as we are; yet Chriſt has done it 
out of ſovereign grace, with this reſolution, that he would 
cleanſe us with his own blood, to make us fit for himſelf. 
© Ogthat God would help you and me to ſome firm, 
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unſhaken acts of faith, that Jeſus Chtiſt did out of ſovo- 
reign grece love us in particular, and that ia purſuit of 
this love he has waſhed us in his blood, to, make us love- 
ly and meet for himſelf! This is love to be adored and 
celebrated in time and to eternity, WITH, 

This ſpecial love of Chriſt is not only to be conſider- 
ed by us in this ſpecial acting of faith, as free aud un- 
deſerved, but it is to be conüdered as invincible, that 
would break through all oppofitions,. or whatever ſtood 
in the way, that nothing ſhould hinder or turn him aſide 
in his defign of doing good to our ſouls. It is a glori- 
ous pitch that the ſpouſe riſes to in Cant. viii. 7. Ma- 
ny waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods 
drown it: if a man would give all the ſubſtance of his 
houle for love, it would utterly be contemned;“ ſpeak- 
ing of her own love to Chrift ; nothing could quench, 
nothing could drown it, nothing could make a purchaſe 
of it from her, but her love was invincible and would 
carry her through all difficulties. O how much more 
was the love of Chriſt ! for our love, being once fixed 
on Chriſt, meets with no difficulties of that nature, that 
the love of Chriſt met withal when it was fixed on us. 
What did the love of Chriſt meet with when it was fix- 
ed on us? that we muſt take along with us, vis. the 
* curle of the lawꝰ was the firſt thing that preſented it- 
{elf to him: The ſoul that finneth ſhall die. Curſcd 
1s every one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them.” That he 
was to“ make his foul an offering for ſin,” -was preſent- 
ed to him. We are to look on this love of Chriſt as ſo- 
vereign aud free, and with a deſign of making our ſouls 
lovely; lo invincible alſo, that it broke up the eternal 
obſtacles, that nothing could ſtand before it, until it had 
accompliſhed his whole work and dehgn: © Who loved 
me, and gave himſelf for me.“ | hy 

I freak on this manner, and of theſe things, to en- 
courage and direc the weakeſt and moſt unſkilful in the 
myſteries of the goſpel, to inſtruct them in the exerciſe 
of faith in this ordinance; and therefore, I ſay, that as 
this ſpecial faith (which I proved to you to be our duty 
in this ordinance), is to reſpect the love of Chriſt, fo it 
is. to reſpect more eſpecially the peculiar acting of ghe # 
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love of Chriſt, whereby he “ gave himſelf for us.“ 
Gave himſelf ! how is that? Truly thus, brethren; the 
Lord help me to believe it, that I ſtood before the judg- 
ment ſeat of God, charged with my origninal apoſtacy 
from him, and with all the ſins of my life multiplied a- 
bove the hairs of my head, and being ready to periſh, to 
have the ſentence pronounced againſt me; then Chriſt 
came and ſtood in my place, putting the ſinner aſide, and 
undertaking to anſwer this matter; Let the poor ſin- 
ner ſtand aſide a while ; come enter into reſt, abide 
„here in the elift of the rock; I will undertake thy 
* cauſe, and plead it out at God's judgment-ſeat.?” In 
this undertaking, God „ ſpared him not :” .as if God 
ſhould ſay, If you will ſtand in the place of the ſinner, 
and undertake his cauſe, then it muſt go with you as with 
him; I will not ſpare. © Lo, I come, (ſays Chriſt, not- 
withitanding this), to do thy will, O God:” whatever 
thou doſt require to make good this cauſe I have eſpou- 
ſed, lo, I come to do it. 

So Chriſt loved me, and gave himſelf forme. Ever- 
laſting reſt and peace will dwell upon our ſouls, if the 
Lord- wilt be pleaſed to help us to exerciſe faith on 
Chriſt's love in this ordinance, wherein all theſe things 
are repreſented to us. ä : 


* - 
—— 
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DISCOURSE XIX. 
June 11. 1676. 
_ Gar. li. 20. 

Jam crucified with Chriſt: Nevertheleſs I live; yet no- 
J, but Chrift liveth in me : and the life which I now 
live. in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the Sen of God, 

who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 


H apoſtle in this place is expreſſing the vigour, 
apd indeed the triumph of the life of faith, 45 Ne- 
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vertheleſs I live.” To ſhew theexcelency of that life, 
ſays he, Yet not I, but Chriſt liveth/in me,” Or. That 
which I would to our purpoſe obſerve from theſe words 
is this, That the exercile of faith on the death of Chriſt 
(< who loved me, and gave himſelf for me,“) is the ve- 
ry life of faith. This 1s what we are now called to, to 
the exerciſe of faith on the death of Chriſt; and I can- 
not more recommend it to you than by this obſervation, 
to ſhew that the life of faith does greatly conſiſt in this 
peculiar exerciſe of it upon the death of Chriſt, And 
that, | 0 

1. Becauſe Chriſt in his death, as the ordinance of 
God for the ſalvation of believing ſinners, is the proper 
and peculiar object of faith, as it juſtifies and faves, 
Now when faith is in its exerciſe upon its direct imme- 
diate -proper object, it is ike a perſon that is feeding on 
his proper food, which gives refreſhment, ſpirits and 
ſtrength ; for faith and its object are in Scripture ſet out 
as an appetite and food ; and eſpecially it is ſo repreſen- 
ted to us in this ordinance, where the ſpiritual food of 


our ſouls is conveyed to our faith under the ſymbol and 


repreſentation of food to our bodies, which we eat and 
drink. Therefore, brethren, our faith is in its proper 
place, it is about its proper work, it is directing the ſoul 
to its ſpecial food, when it 1s exerciſed about the death 
of Chriſt, as the ordinance of God for the ſalvation of 
ſinners. | a | 
2. As the death of Chriſt is thus the immediate and 
direct object of our faith, for God has © ſet him forth 
as a propitiation for fin, through faith in his blood,” 
which is the proper object of faith as it juſtifies z ſo the 
ultimate and ſupreme object of our faith is, the proper- 
ties of God as manifeſted and glorified in the death of 
Chriſt; that you ſhall ſee how faith has its plain and full 
work in coming to this, who loved me and gave him- 
ſelf for me.” The properties of God are God himſelf ; 
the properties of God as manifeſted and glorified, are 
God's name; and God himſelf and his name are the ſu- 
preme and ultimate object of our faith and truſt. All 
the inquiry then is, What ſpecial properties of the na- 
ture of God, God did deſign to manifeſt and glorify in 
the death of Chriſt, ſo as we ſhould make them thb ſp&# 
' g 1 
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cial ultimate obje& of our faith, that which faith will 


find teſt and ſatisfaction in, and wherein it will give glo- 


ry to God? For the reaſon why God has made faith 


the alone inſtrument, and no other grace, of juſtification, 


and fo of ſalvation, is not becauſe it is ſo fitted and ſuited 
to receive in us, as that it is the only grace whereby we 
give glory to God, and can do fo. 

| Now let us ſee, that we may know how to exerciſe faith 
therein, what are thoſe properties of the divine nature 
which God deſigus to manifeſt and glorify in the death 
of Chriſt, that our faith may ſtand in, and be fixed up- 
on them. I find ſeveral things that God diſtinctly pro- 
poſes of his divine excellency, for our faith to fix upon 
1a the death of Chriſt. 

(1.) His righteouſneſs. Rom. iii. 25. Whom God 
hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteouſneſs.” I (hall not ſhew 
how, or wherein; but to me, this it is that manifeſts 


his righteouſneſs in granting forgiveneſs of fin in the 


death of Chriſt, in that he cauſed all our 1qiquities to 
meet upon him. Remember, brethren, we are here to 
give God the glory he deſigned to himſelf in ſending 
Chriſt to die for us; and he tells us plainly what it was, 
and therefore it is expected of us, that we ſhould give 
glory to him. Let us labour to be in the actual exer- 
ciſe of faith, whereby we may declare the righteouſneſs 
of God in this thing. 

(2.) God deſigned to glorify his love. This 1s more 
particularly inſiſted on than any property of God in this 
matter. God ſo loved the world, as to fend his only 
begotten Son. God commended his love unto us, in 
that, when we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us. 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he lov- 
ed us, and ſent his Son to be the propitiation for our fins.” 
There is no property of the nature of God which he 
doth ſo eminently deſign to glorify in the death of Chriſt, 


as his love. That we may know that “ God is love; 


that the Father himſelf loves us;“ he has ſent Jeſus Chriit 
out of his eternal love to ſave ſinners; and if we have 
not due apprehenfions of theſe things, it is not our ap- 
pearing in this place that will give glory to God, 

Wu ; 


— 
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(3.) God does deſign to 'glorify his grace or par- 
doning mercy, Eph. i. 6. He hath made us accept- 
ed in the beloved, to the praiſe of the glory of his 
grace.” This God purpoſed, to make his grace in par- 
doning finners very. glorious by giving Chriſt to die for 
us. 

(4.) God deſigned to glorify his wiſdom. Eph. i. 
8. He has abounded towards us in all wiſdom and pru- 
dence.” . Eph. iii. 10. there appeared the manifold wiſ- 
dom of God. 1 Cor. i. 24. Chriſt the power of God, 
and the wiidom of God.” 

Now let us gather up theſe things. The ſpecial ul- 
timate act of faith whereby we are juſtified, are thoſe 
divine properties of God's nature which he defigned to 
manifeſt in the death of Chriſt, his righteouſneſs, his 
love, his grace, his wiſdom. 8 

The reaſon therefore why the life of faith does con- 
fiſt in its exerciſe on the death of Chriſt, is, becauſe the 
death of Chrif is the immediate proper object of faith, 
as the ordinance of God for the ſalvation of ſinners ; and 
becauſe the glorious properties of the nature of God, 
which are manifeſted in the death of Chriſt, are the ul- 
timate object of our faith, wherein we give glory to 
him, and find reſt to our own ſouls. 

Let us then be called on and be ſtirred up to this ex- 
erciſe of faith upon this preſent occaſion. And to that 
end, 

1. We might conſider the deplorable condition of all 
our ſouls without this bleffed provifion, and ordinance 
of God for our deliverance by the death of Chriſt. We 
had been in a deplorable condition, the wrath of God a- 
biding on us, had not God made this a blefſed way for 
our deliverance. . N 

2. If you would be found acting faith in this matter, 
labour to come up to a firm, vigorous aſſent of your minds, 
not only that theſe things are true, but that this is the 
way wherein God will be glorified to eternity. The 
truth of it is, that perſon who is firmly 'atisfied, and 
heartily pleaſed, that this way of the death of Chriſt for 
the ſalvation of ſinners by the forgiveneſs of fin, is the 
way whereby God is, and will be glorified, I fay, that 
perſon is a true believer, Now let not your aflenybe 


116 J 


only to this thing, that it is true, that Chriſt came into 
the world to fave finners; but to this, that this is the 
way whereby God is and will be glorified. He will be 
glorified in pardoning ſuch guilty creatures as we are, 
in imputing righteouſneſs to ſuch finners as we are. He 
is glorified in laying all our iniquities on Chriſt. By 
this way, his righteouſneſs, his love, his grace, and wil- 
dom are all manifeſted ; this is God's being glorified. 
If our ſouls come up to a free cloſe with theſe things, 
that all theſe properties are manifeſted in this way, that 
is an act of faith, and may the Lord help us unto it. 

3. Let us gather up our minds to this inſtitution, where- 
by theſe things are repreſented to us. Here is repreſent- 
ed the death of Chriſt, the immediate object of our faith, 
as God's ordinance. If the Lord help us to ſee it ſo re- 
preſented to us, as that divine righteouſneſs and wiſdom, 
love and grace, do all centre therein and appear eminent- 
ly to our fouls, we ſhall have communion with God in 
this ordinance. | 


DISCOURSE XX. 
September 3. 1676. 


OU have been minded of, and inſtructed in the na- 
ture and benefit of our love to God ; and I ſhall take 


occaſion thence a little to mind you of the love of Chriſt + 


unto us, the love in an eſpecial manner which he ſhewed 
in dying for us, which is that we are here gathered to- 
gether to remember and celebrate, not barely the death 


of Chriſt, but that which is the life of that death, the 


love of. Chriſt in his death. And I would ground it on 
that which the apoſtle ſpeaks iu | | 


. 
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Rom. v. 5, 6. 


The love of God ts fhed abroad in cur hearts, by the Ho- 
ly Ge which is given unto us. © 


Tuts is that which I know you all long for, and prize 
above life; the loving kindneſs of God is better than 
life.” Why ſo? For, (lays he), when we were yet 
without ſtrength, in due time Chriſt died for the un- 
godly.” 

An apprehenſion of the love of Chriſt as dying for us 
ungodly creatures, is that which is thed abread in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghoit. Do not let your minds go 
upon uncertainties: when the Holy Ghoſt gives you a 
due apprehenſion of Chrilt's love in dying for ungodly 
ſinners, as we are, then is this love ſhed abroad in our 
hearts. The apoltle there proceeds to ſhew how great 
this love Was, in that Chriſt died: he died, not for good 
men, and righteous men, and for friends, but he died for 
the ungodly, for ſinners, and tor enemies. This was 

reat love indeed. We are here to remember that love 
of Chriſt wherewith he gave himſelf to death for us, 
when we were enemies, and would have continued 
ſo to eternity, had he not loved us, and given himſelf 
for us. 

Brethren, if we barely remember the love of Chriſt 
in the way of an ordinance, and our hearts be not paõ-- 
erfully affected with it, we are in danger of being diſad- 
vantaged by our attendance, Pray remember it; you 
know how plainly I ule to ſpeak on theſe occafions ; I 
ſay, we have frequent opportunities of remembering 
the love of Chriſt in dying for us, in this ordinance re- 
preſenting of it; but if our hearts be not not powerful- 
ly influenced and affected by it, we ſhall be loſers by the 


, trequency of ordinances, 


] will add one word more; according as our hearts 
are affected with the love of Chriſt, ſo will be our love 
to Chriſt, and no otherwiſe. And truly, even that faith 
which diſcovers too much ſelfiſhneſs is very dangerous. 
If we come here to act faith, to look for no othedefft 
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of it, but what evidence and ſenſe we have of the par- 
don of onr ſing, how our conſciences may be quieted and 
cleared, faith ends in e; it is dangerous leſt it ſhould 
be only a branch from, and commenlurate with convic- 
tions. True faith acting itſelf on Chriſt in this ordinance, 
will work by love unto Chriſt : I would not ſay, prin- 
cipally, or in the firſt place; I know poor creatures are 
apt to look after themſelves, and their own relief; but 
it will ſo work alſo: and tfuly, brethren, this it will 
not do, we ſhall not have faith working by love towards 
him, unleſs we have ſome fenſe of the love of Chriſt on 
our hearts. 
How ſhall we know, whether our hearrs are under the 
owerful influence of the love of Chriſt in dying for us ? 
Why, the love of Chriſt in dying for us has three pro- 
perties with it, which will have an influence on our ſouls, 
if we are affected with it. 5 
1. It has a trans forming power, property, and efficacy 
with it. They are plain truths J am ſpeaking, but of 
eat concern to our ſouls, to know whether we are af. 
feed with the love of Chriſt or not. If we are right- 
ly affected with it, I ſay, it will transform and change 
our whole fouls in ſome meaſure into the likeneſs of Chriſt. 
How fo? I will tell you in the moſt familiar manner I 


am able: If you are affected with the love of Chriſt, it 


lays hold upon, and poſſeſſes your affections; the affec- 


tions being poſſeſſed, fiir up many thoughts; thoughts 


are the very image of the ſoul, repreſent it, to ſhew 
you what the ſoul is : and thoſe things concerning which 
your thoughts do molt abound, that carries the frame of 
the ſoul. Let a man proteſs what he will, if his thoughts 
are generally converſant about worldly things, he has 
an earthly and worldly mind; and if his thoughts are 
converſant about ſenſual things, he has a ſenſual and car- 
nal mind; for whatever he may outwardly ſay, as he 
thinks fo is he; there is the image and likeneſs of the 
foul. | | 

Now; if we are affected with the love of Chriſt, it 
will beget in our ſouls many thoughts of Chriſt, in our 
lying down and in our rifing up, in our beds, in our ways, 

our occaſions, as well as in ordinances. If indeed 


0 
ouf hGarts are affected with the love of Chriſt, our 
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thoughts of Chriſt will abound, and thoſe thoughts wilt 
work again on our affections, and conform our ſouls more 
and more unto the image of Jelus Chriſt, That man 
who thinks much of the earth, becauſe affected with 
it, his ſoul is like the earth ; and that man who thinks 
much on the love of Chriit, becaule he is affected with 
it, his ſoul is ike Chriſt. 

If it has not been thus with us, brethren, in our pre- 
paration, for this ordinance, or at any time, that thoughts 
of Chriſt have not abounded, verily there has been a 
failing in us. Let us ſtrive for the future to amend it, 
that we may find the love of Chriſt begetting in us ma- 
ny thoughts of him, working upon our affections, and 
with a transforming power changing the frame of our ſouls 
into his own likenels. - | 

Again, 2. The love of Chriſt, if we are affected with 
it, has an attractive power.” John xii. 23. And I, if I 
be lifted up, will draw all men unto me.” I cannot ſtay 
to ſhew you the drawing power and efficacy there is in 
the love of Chriſt when dying on the croſs ; but this I 
will ſay, it is that which converted the world of all that 
did believe. It was the love of Chriſt, ſet forth in his 
death as one crucified for them, that drew all men unto 
him. When I am lifted up, when I have accompliſh- 
ed, manifeſted and evidenced the unſpeakable love which 
I have for the ſinful ſons of men, in being lifted up 
for them, I will draw them unto me.” If you have 
a true ſenſe, brethren, of the love of Chriſt in dying 
for you, it will draw your ſouls unto him. Cant. i. 4. 
„Draw me, we will run after thee.” I do not now 
ſpeak to you about the firſt drawing of Chriſt, which is 
as unto believing ; I hope Chriſt has ſo drawn all our 
ſouls; but the following efficacy of the love of Chriſt, 
to draw ſouls that do believe nearer uuto him. Who- 


- ever is ſenſible of this attractive power of the death of 


Chriſt, it will have this efficacy upon him, it will have 
adherence and delight; it will caule him more to cleave 
to Chriſt, The ſoul will cleave to Chriſt with delight, 
that is affected with the attractive drawing power of his 
loving kindneſs in his death. There is a great deal in 
that word, ** Cleave unto Chriſt with love and delights? 
with the beſt of our affections and deaceit of our Falua- 
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tions, to cleave to him with truſt, and. to him alone. I 
do but remind you of what you know, that you may re- 
duce it into practice. Pray, in this ordinance, labour 
to have ſuch a ſenſe of the drawing power of the love 
of Chriſt in his death, that you may reſolve to cleave un- 
to him with full purpole of heart, to cleave unto this 

Chriſt who has thus loved us. 
3. Whenever we are affected with the love of Chriſt, 
it is accompanied with a conſtraining power, 2 Cor. v. 
14. The love of Chriſt conſtraineth us,” and that 
conſtraint is unto obedience; it conſtrains us to judge, 
that we ought to live to him who died for us. It is a 
bleſſed thing, brethren, to walk in our obedience un- 
der a ſenſe of the conſtraining efficacy of the love of 
Chriſt. Take but this one word to diſcover to you, 
whether you walk in your obedience under a ſenſe of 
the conſtraining power of Chriſt, it comprehends all o- 
thers, 1 John v. 3. His. commandments are not griev- 
ous.” When a ſoul works out of love, what it doth is 
not grievous. And the inward and outward commands: 
of Chriſt will be grievous to all that are not under the 
conſtraining power and efficacy of his love. | 
J have no more to ſay, but only to tell you, that we 
fhould labour to have our hearts affected with the love 
of Chriſt in this ordinance. I have ſhewed you the 
danger, if it be otherwiſe; and given you ſome ways to 
examine your hearts, whether they zre fo affected or not, 
The Lord grant, that where they are, it may be increal- 
ed; and where they are not, that God would renew it 


by his Spirit in us. 
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DISCOURSE XXI. 
October 29. 1676. 


E have had, through the providence of God, ſo 
good and ſeaſonable a word unto the preſent 
wah, that there is no need, as well as but little time 
to offer any thing farther unto you, Yet a ſew words, 
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in compliance with what we have heard, may not be al- 
; together unſeaſonable or unuſeful. 
. Our buſineſs and duty is to ſet forth the ſufferings and 
C death of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and therein principally 
8 to call to mind his love What you have heard may ve- 
- ry well occaſion us to think of that paſſage of the apoſ- 
8 tle, wherein he earneſtly prays for them. 


1 Ern. iii. 29. 
N 
* And to know the love of Chrift, which paſſeth knowledge. 
: / 
w- Turs is a peculiar kind of expreſſion; the meaning is, 
of that we may know that experimentally, which we can- 
u, not know comprehenſively; that we know that in its 
= power and effects, which we cannot comprehend in its 
o- nature and depths. A weary perſon may receive 
* refreſhment from a ſpring, who cannot fathom the 
1s depths of ihe ocean from whence it doth proceed. And 
ds if we would have our hearts in this ordinance, and at 
ne other times, affected with the love of Chriſt, which is 
the thing we are to aim at, (to know his love, and to 
We experience the power of it), it is of great advantage ta 
Ve us to conſider, that it is ſuch a love as paſſes knowledge, 
he that our faith concerning it muſt iſſue in admiration, uot 
to comprehenſion. | : 
ot. I ſhall name two or three things, that may give a little 
al- ſenſe of this love as it paſſes knowledge. 
ic i. The love of Chrift is the fountain and ſpring of 
| all the glory that is in heaven, or ſhall be there unto all 
eternity. God's eternal glory is eternally the ſame ; 
from everlaſting to everlaſting thou art God 3”? but all 
the created glory that is in heaven, or ever ſhall be 
there, ſprings out of the love of Chriſt. It is true, 
the angels were not redeemed by him, but they 
were confirmed by him. They were not recovered 
out of a loſt eſtate by him, but they were continued 
in their firſt eſtate by him. Hence it is, that God ga- 
1, fo thered all things in heaven and earth unto an head in 
ſent him, ”Eph. i. 10. And there is a great deal to the ſame 
time purpoſe in that expreſſion of the apoſtle, when he ad . 
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mentioned principalities and powers,” Col. i. 7. I 


him all things conſiſt,“ they have their conſiſtence in 
him. All would diffolve and fall to nothing, if they had 
not their conſiſtence in Jeſus Chriſt. Certainly this is a 
love that paſſes knowledge, that is the fountain and 
ſpring of all the glory that is in heaven, If God help 
us by faith to look within the vail, and to take a view 
of all thoſe glories wherewith the Holy God is encom- 
paſſed, we ſhall ſee that this love is the fountain and 
ſpring of them; the interpoſition of Chriſt ſaved the 
creation, and brought in that everlaſting glory that ſhall 
dwell in heaven. God knows this love, God under- 
ſtands the way of it; but as to us it paſſes knowledge. 
Again, 2. This love of Chriſt paſſes the comprehen- 
fion and knowledge of angels; and therefore Peter tells 
us, 1 Pet 1. 12. ſpeaking of the ſufferings of Chriſt, and 
the glory that followed, Which things, (ſays he), the 
angels deſire to bow down, and look into.“ The an- 
els in heaven live in an admiration of the love of 


Chriſt unto ſinners, that is, that love he expreſſed in 
ſuffering, and in the glory that did enſue. And O! 


what thoughts ought we to have of this love, who have 
all the benefits of it ? The angels had no benefit by the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, but their benefit and advantage en- 
ſued on the aſſumption of the human nature to bring the 
creation into a conſiſtence, and his interpoſition between 
God, and all his creatures, They admire and adore it. 
What ought ſuch poor creatures as we are to do? It 
may well be ſaid to paſs our knowledge, for it paſſes the 
knowledge of all the angels in heaven. | 

3. It paſſes knowledge, in that the effects of it in 
Chriſt himſelf paſs all our knowledge and comprehen- 
ſion. To give but two inſtances. | 

(1.) His condeſcenfion to aſſume our human nature 
paſſes all our comprehenſion. No man can fully under- 
ſtand the myſtery of the aſſumption of our nature into 
the perſonal ſubſiſtence of the Son of God. Some diſ- 
pute, whether we ſhall underſtand the myſtery of the in- 
carnation in heaven; here we believe it. It is love 
which paſſes knowledge, that the eternal Son of God 
ſhould take our nature into perſonal union with himſelt ; 


„ Vt ip that we may admire and ought to admire; and God 
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help us, we are ſuch poor earthly creatures, that we 
cannot admire it as we ought; though it be much in 
our nature to admire whet we cannot comprehend. 


(2.) We cannot fully underſtand his paſſion and ſuf- 


ferings. 


God alone knows what is in the curſe of the 


law; we do not know it, God alone knows what is the 
true deſert of fin; it cannot be fully underſtood by any 
but himſelf, They who undergo it, muſt ſuffer to eter- 
nity; there is no end; they never ſee, never know what 


* fin deſerved. How do we know then what Chriſt ſuf- 


fered, when the puniſhment due to our fin, when all our 
iniquities met upon him, with the curſe of the law ? 
God only knows what is in theſe things ; the fruits and 
effects of this love in himſelf, in his incarnation and paſ- 
fion, are paſt our knowledge, therefore the love itſelf 
ſurpaſſes our knowledge. | 

4. Give me leave to fay, the very fruits of it in our- 


ſelves do pals knowledge. 


No man that lives knows 


what there 1s in theſe three general heads of the fruits 
of Chriſt's love, in juſtification and pardon of fin, in the 
renovation and ſanctification of our natures, and in the 


inhabitation and conſolations of the Holy Spirit. 


No 


man living can find out theſe things to perfection. 
None of us fully underſtands and comprehends what it 
15 to be julitified in the fight of God, to have ſin pardon- 
ed, to have our natures renewed, and transformed into 
the likeneſs of God, and to have the Holy Ghoſt dwell 


in us. 


The love of Chriſt therefore paſſes all know- 


ledge, for the very fruits of it-in ourſelves are beyond 
what we can comprehend ; there is a greatneſs in them 


we cannot reach unto. 


Why then, my brethren, let us 


labour to have our hearts affected with this love. If 
God would be pleaſed to give.unto every one of us ſome 
ſenſe and impreſſion of the greatnels of this love of 
Chriſt, glance it into our hearts, beam it upon us in this 
ordinance, we ſhould have cauſe to bleſs him all the days 


of our lives. 
tion; the light of glory will bring us to comprehenſion; 


The faith and light of it iflue in admira- 


Let us have ſuch a ſenſe as may cauſe us to admire what 
we cannot now comprehend. 


(1.) I could ſpeak ſomething, but I will not now, to 


the aCtings of faith in admiration ; it being the prgpe# 
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nature of faith to iſſue itſelf in the admiration of that 
which is infinite. If we can get our fouls up to an ho- 
ly admiration of this love, we have ſome gracious ſenſe 
of it upen our hearts, if we can go no farther. 
(2.) Let us learn to run up all the mercies we are 
artakers of, whatſoever it be we value, to the proper 
{pring, © Who loved me, and gave himſelf for me.“ 
If we have any relief, or ſupply, or refreſhment of ſoul, 
in a ſenſe of pardon of fin, in ſpiritual light or conſola- 
tion, pray let us exerciſe ourſelves to run up all theſe 
things to the fountain: it is all from the love of Chriſt, 
that unſpeakable love which paſſes knowledge. 
3.) In this let us be aſhamed, ſeeing the love of 
Chriſt to us is ſuch as paſſes our knowledge, our love to 
him is fo weak, that ſometimes we know not whether 
we have any or not, For this let us be greatly hum- 
bled. This is not the way to anſwer that love which 
paſſes knowledge, to Know not whether we love Chriſt 
again or not. Let us be aſhamed for our want of love. 
And /a/tly, Let us abound in praiſe and thankſgiving 
for his love, and all the fruits of it. 
For my part I do not know, whether that viſion in 
Rev. v. g. does expreſs the rejoicing of the church a- 
bove, or the duty of the church below; but both, I am | 
ſure, are of ſo near affinity, that apply it to which you 
will, you do not mils it. And what do they there? f 
why, it is ſaid, They ſung a new fong, ſaying, Thou i 
art worthy to take the book, and to open the ſeals of it: t 
t 
0 


for thou waſt ſlain, and has redeemed us to God by thy 
blood, out of every kindred and tongue, and people, and 
nation; and haſt made us unto our God kings and 


prieſts,” Ge.” And it is ſaid again. Worthy is the fe 
Lamb that was ſlain, to receive power, and riches, and Pp 
wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſ- Je 
ſing;“ and again he repeats it in ver, 13. I fay, I a 
know not whether this be a repreſentation of the rejoi- in 
cing of the church above, or a repreſentation of the du- "M 
ty of the church below; but I can conclude from it, ar 
that the enjoyment of the one and the duty of the other, t 
conſiſts greatly in continual giving praiſe and thankfgi- m 
- ving to Chriſt, for his unſpeakable love in our redemp- $ 


thong 


The ineffable love and mutual delight of the Fathæ a, 
5 m "2 
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DISCOURSE XXII. 
February 18. 1676. A 


W E are met here to remember the death of Chriſt 
in the way and by the means that lie himſelf hath 
appointed; and in remembering the death of Chriſt, we 
are principally to remember the love of Chriſt, © whe 
loved us, and waſhed us from our fins in his own blood ;?? 
and that which on our part is required: herein, is faith in 
Chriſt who died for us, and love to Chriſt, who loved us 
ſo, as to give. himſelf an offering and a ſacrifice to God 
for us. | 
1. That which I would now obſerve is this, (to make 
way for the ſtirring up of our love) that the perſon of 
Chriſt is the adequate complete object of the love of 
God, and of the whole creation that beats the image of 
God, I mean, the church of God above, the angels and. 
ſaints; and the church of God below in believers, which 
are the creation that has the image of God upon it; | 
The perſon of Chriſt is the firſt complete object of 
the love of God the Father, A great part (if I may fo 
ſpeak, and I muſt fo ſpeak) of the eſſential bleſſedneſs of 
the holy Trinity, conſiſts in the mutual love of the Fa- 
ther and the Son, by the Holy Ghoſt, which is the love 
of them both. | 
That which I would now take notice of, I ſay, as the 
foundation. of all, is this, that the divine nature in the 
perſon of the Son, is the only full, reſting complete ob- 
ject of the love of God the Father. I will give you 
a place or two of ſcripture for it, and ſo go on to another 
inſtance. Prov. viii. 30. Thea (faith he, that is, from 
everlaſting,) I was by;him, as one brought up with him; 
and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him; 
that is, as the ſpecial object of his love; as among you 
men one that is brought up with you, as your child is. 
The delight of the Father from all eternity was inthe-Son; - 


* 
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the Son by the Spirit, is that which is the leaſt notion 
we have of the bleſſedneſs of the eternal God. John i, 18. 
The only begotten Son, who is in the boſom of the 
Father.” Pray obſerve it, that I yet {peak only of the di- 
vine perſon of Chriſt antecedent unto his incarnation, 
and the ineffable mutual love of the bleſſed perſons in 
the holy Trinity, which Jeſus Chriſt wonderfully ſets out 
in John xvii. There is his relation unto God, he is the 
only begotten Son, by eternal generation; what follows? 
he is in the boſom of the Father, is in the Father's eter- 
nal infinite love, Herein is Gòd's love; and every thing 
elſe of love is but a free act of the will of God, a free 
emanation from this eternal love between the Fa- 
ther and the Son. God never did any thing with- 
out himſelf, but the end of it was to manifeſt what is in 
himſelf. The old and new creation that God hath wrought, 
was to manifeſt what was in himfelf. God made this 
world to manifeſt his power and wiſdom ; God made 
the new world by Jeſus Chriſt, to manifeſt his grace, 
his love, goodneſs, &c. 

The ſole reaſon why there is ſuch a thing as love in 
the world, among the creatures, angels or men, that God 
ever implanted it in the nature of rational creatures, was, 
that it might ſhadow and repreſent the ineffable eterval 
love that the Father had unto the Son, and the Son un-- 
to the Father by the Spirit. | | 
Contemplative men of old did always admire love, 
wherein they would have the life, luſtre, and glory of 
all things to conſiſt ;- but they could never ſee the rife of 
It : and they traced ſome things to this, that God neceſ- 
farily loved himſelf; and it is true, it cannot otherwiſe 
be; but God's loving of himſelf, abſolutely as God, is 
nothing but his eternal blefied acquieſcence in the holy, 
ſelf-ſufficing properties of- his nature. This they had 
ſome reach after; but of this eternal ineffable love of 
the Father to the Son, and of the Son to the Fa- 
ther by the Spirit, that they had no conjeQture of. 
But this is the fountain and ſpring head; and all ſuch 
things as love in the old and new creation, as I ſaid, is 
but to reſemble and ſhadow out this great prototype of 
divine love. I acknowledge there is little diſcerned of 


6 theſe things, by reaſon of the weakneſs of our under- 
; 7 


W 


— 
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ftandings ; but the ſcripture having ſo directly declared 


to us the mutual love of the Father and the Son, (which 


truly is of fach ſingular uſe, that I would fix perſons up- 
on it in conceiving of the doctrine of the Trinity), that 
it is matter of admiration and thankfulneſs to us. Here 


lies the foundation of all love, whereunto we hope to 


reduce our love unto Chriſt, viz. in the unchangeable 
love of the Father to the. Son, 

2. The perſon of Chriſt as veſted with our nature, 
and undertaking the work of mediation, is the firſt ob- 
ject of the Father's love, wherein there is any mixture 
of any thing without himſelf. | 

The firſt love of God: the Father to the Son is that 
we call ad intra, where the divine perſons are objects of 
one another's actings; the Father knows the Son, and 
the Son knows the Father; the Father loves the Son, 
and the Son loves the Father; and ſo conlequently of 
the Holy Ghoſt, the medium of all theſe actingss. 

But now, I ſay, the firſt act of the love of God the 
Father, wherein there is any thing ad extra, or without 
the divine eſſence, is the perſon of Chriſt, conſidered 
as inveſted with our nature. And had not the love of 
God been fixed in the firſt place in all things upon the 


_ perſon of Chriſt, there would have been no redundancy, 


to us, nor communication of love unto us. From the 
firſt eternal love of God proceeds all love that was in 
the firſt creation; and from this ſecond love of God to 
the perſon of Chriſt, as incarnate, proceeds all the love 


in the ſecond creation. See how God expreſſes it in a 


proſpect of what he ſhould be, Ifa. xlii. 1. Behold my 
ſervant whom I uphold, mine ele& in whom my ſoul de- 
lighteth.” And this is ſingular in the whole ſcripture, 
that God ſpake the ſame words twice from heaven im- 
mediately, and they were theſe, * This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleaſed ;”” at his baptiſm, Mat. 
iii. 17. and at his entrance on his ſufferings, Mat. xvii. 
5. which was the voice which came from the excellent 
glory. I would obſerve this unto you, becauſe I think 
it is what. God would have us take notice of, the empha- 
ſis in the words, © Behold my ſervant, mine ele&, my 
Son, my beloved Son ! (what of him) ? in whom I reſt, 
in whom I am well pleaſed and delighted.” All of them 


\ 


, 
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emphatical words. Saith God, Let the ſons of men (I 
ſpeak it from heaven again and again) take notice of this 
that the infinite love of my whole ſoul is fixed on the per- 
fon of ſeſus Chriſt, as incarnate. And you will find the 
Lord Jefus Chrift pleading this as the ground of that 
truſt committed unto him, and all that he received, John 
iii. 35. The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all 
things into his hand.” John v. 20. The Father loveth - 
the Son, and ſheweth him all things that himſelf doth ; 
and u ill ſhew him greater works than theſe.” He lays 
the foundation of all the truſt that God the Father com- 
mitted unto him, in the peculiar love of the Father to 
him as the Son incarnate. 

Truly I ſhall not go beyond this foundation, to ma- 
niſeſt to you, that the perſon of Chriſt is the complete 
adequate object of the love of the Father. The great 
ſatis faction of the ſoul of God, wherein he refts and de- 
lights, conſiſts. in love to Chriſt as incarnate, 4 
J will make but this one mferencs from it; propor- 
tionable to the renovation of the image and likeneſs of 
God upon any of our ſouls, is our love to Jeſus Chriſt. 
He that knows Jeſus Chriſt moſt, is moſt like unto God, 
for there the ſoul of God reſts, there is the complacen- 
cy of God ; and if we would be'like to God, have plet- 
ges in ourſelves of the renovation of this image upon us, 
it muſt be in the gracious exerciſe of our love to the 
perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. And pray let me obſerve it to 
vou, the world, that is full of enmity to God, doth not 
exerciſe its enmity againſt God immediately under the 
firſt notion of God, but exerciſeth its enmity againſt God 
in Chriſt: and if we return to God by the renovation bf 
his image, we do not exerciſe our love to God immedi- 
ately as God, but our love to God by and in Chrift ; that 
ye through him might believe in God. Mere is a trial, 
brethren, of our return to God, and of the renovation 
of his image in us, via. in our love to Jeſus Chriſt. There 
God and man do meet, there God and his church above 
and below centre. The Lord grant that this ordinance 
may be the means to ſtir up our hearts more to the ex- 
etciſe of this grace ! | | | 


Chriſt. We do it becauſe Chriſt has required it of us. 


and we can recommend our conſciences unto hir 


DISCOURSE XXIUL, 


July 8. 1677. 


Snall ſpeak to them who have a mind to be found 
performing their duty ; but it may be, it doth not 
occur to them what is particularly required of them. 
They are ſuch as are leaſt acquainted with this myſtery 
that I would have moſt reſpect unto, that nothing of 
Gock's proviſion in his houſe may be loſt to his children, 
for want of underſtanding aright to come to his table, 
where he makes this proviſion. 
I pray you, brethren, exerciſe your thoughts unto the 
inſtitution of this ordinance, wherein you exerciſe your 


. obedience; unto the propoſition of Chriſt in this ordi- 


nance, wherein conſiſts the peculiar acting of your faith; 
and unto the exhibition of Chrilt in this ordinance, which 
is the ground of your thankfulnefs. 

What (hall I do that I may pleaſe Gog now, pleaſe 
Jeſus Chriſt, and benefit my own ſoul in the adminiſtra- 
tion of this ordinance ? 

Why, 1. Confider the inſtitution of it, wherein we 


have the authority of Jeſus Chriſt put forth, and acting 


towards our ſouls. Do this in remembrance of me.“ 
Labour therefore to bring your hearts into an actual o- 
bedience to the authority of Jeſus Chriſt in what we are 
about. This the Lord Jeſus doth require at our hands. : 
We do not come here in a cuſtomary manner to ſatisfy, | 
our convictions, becauſe we ought to come; we do not 
come here merely to make uſe of our privilege, but our 4 
hearts are to bow to the authority of Jeſus Chriſt. Con- 
fider, I pray you, the inſtitution of this ordinance, and 
labour to bring your ſouls into actual obedience to Jeſus. 


If our hearts are in that frame, that we are here upon 
the command of Chriſt, to do what he has appointed, 
TP 
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is in obedience to his command that we are here, then 


our obedience is in exerciſe. | 
2, Conſider the propoſition that is made of Jeſus Chriſt 


ia this ordinance to us, that our faith may be in its pro- 


per exerciſe. 
The Lord take off our hearts from the conſideration 
of the outward ſigns merely. Chriſt in his love, Chriſt 
in his bloodſhed, agony and prayer, Chriſt in his death 
is here propoled before us. Ye (hew forth the Lord's 


death.” Who propoſes it? He that hath appointed 
theſe things propokes it. And there is the en- 


gagement of the faithfulneſs of God and Chriſt in 
this propoſition and tender that is made of Jeſus 
"Chriſt; and it is a peculiar way, and as I could prove, 
full af love, that God hath found out a way to propound 
Chriſt as dying, and crucified, to all our ſouls. 
'Therefore ftir up your hearts to this. To every one of 
you there is, by the graee and faithfulneſs of God, 
a propolal of Jeſus Chriſt in his death, and all the be- 


.nefits of it, unto your ſouls. The whole queſtion is, 


Whether you will ſtir up your hearts to a new and freſh 
receiving of Jeſus Chriſt, who is thus propoſed and ten- 
dered unto you, evidently crucified before your eyes, of- 
fered to you by the love and faithfulneſs of God? 
But if we do not endeavqur every one of us, in the par- 
ticipation of this ordinance, a freth acceptance of Jeſus 
Chriſt, we do what e can to make God a liar, as though 
he was not tendered unto us. The efpecial exerciſe of 
your faith in this ordinance, is upon the love, grace and 
faithfulneſs of God, propoſing and tendering of Chriſt unto 
you, the death of. Chriſt, and the benefits of Chriſt in 
this way which he has choſen ; ſubmit unto it, and em- 
brace it. | | 

3. As your obedience is required with reſpect to the 
inſtitution; (we give this account before God, angels 


and men, that we are here in obedience to the command 


of our Lord Jetfus Chriſt); and as faith is required with 


reſpect to the . propoſition of Chriſt, whereby he is evi- 


dently propoſed and tendered by God unto us; ſo in this 


ordinance, to them thay believe, there is an exhibition 


of Chriſt: Chriſt is really exhibited and gommunicated 


_ of men, who.exerciſe faith-upon him in this 


= ada oc LES 3, 4. - 
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made partakers of the body and blood of the Loh, Yg 
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ordinance ; really exhibited with all the benefits of -his 
death. And want of receiving by faith in particular 
Chriſt as exhibited and communicated-in-this-ordinance, 
is the great ground of our want of proſiting by it, and 
thriving under it; of our want of receiving ſtrength, 
joy, and life by it; becauſe we do not e ourſelves 
to the receiving of Chriſt as he is exhibited, as God 
doth really give him out, and communicate him to them 
that do believe. . 
That there is ſuch an exhibition of Chriſt, appears, 
(1.) By the ſacramental relation there is between the 
outward elements and the thing ſignified. © This is my 
body, (fays Chriſt ; this bread is ſo; and) this is my 
blood.“ It is the body of Chriſt and the blood of Chriſt, 
that we are invited to the participation of. If there 
was no more in this ordinance exhibited, but only the 
outward elements, and not by virtue of ſacramental re- 
lation upon God's inſtitution, the body and blood of 
Chriſt, his life, and death, and merits exhibited unto us, 
we ſhould come to the Lord's table like men in a dream 
eating and drinking, and be quite empty when we have 
done, for this bread and wine will not ſatisfy our ſouls. 
(2.) As it is plain from the ſign and the thing ſigni- 
fied, that there is a park or a real. communication of 
eſus Chriſt unto the fouls of them that do believe; fo 
It is evident from the nature of the exerciſe of faith in 
this ordinance ; it is by eating and drinking. Can you 
eat and drink unleſs ſomething be really communicated ? 
You are called to eat the deck, and drink the blood of 
the Son of man; unleſs really communicated, we can- 
not eat it nor drink it. We mey have other apprehen- 


ſions of theſe things, but our faith cannot be exerciſed 


in eating and drinking, which is a receiving of what is 


really exhibited and communicated. As truly, my bre- 


thren; as we do eat of this bread, and drink of this cup, 
which is really communicated to us, fo every true belie- 
ver doth.receive Chriſt, his body and blood, in all the 
benefits of it, that are really exhibited. by God unto the 
ſoul in this ordinance: and it is a means of communica.” 
ting to faith. ; | 
We come to receive a crucified Chriſt, : come to be 
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hind the Lord Jeſus really united to our hearts more and 
more. The Lotd open our hearts to embrace the ten- 
der, receive the exhibition, take in Jefus Chriſt-as food, 
that he may be incorporated in our hearts by faith, that 
he may dwell in us plentifully, more and more; that we 
may go away refreſhed by this heavenly food, this glo- 
rious feuſt of fat things which the Lord has made in his 
mount for his people. The whole of our comfort de- 
pends on our particular receiving of Chriſt by faith, and 


carrying him * by believing. 


— 


DISCOURSE XXIV. 


| 
September 30. my 
E are met together again, by the patience and : 
* \ kindneſs of God, for the celebration of this 1 
great ordinance, and therein to ſhew forth the death of 
the Lord. 4 
I have often ſpoken to you on this occaſion concern- mn 
ing the nature of this ordinance, the expreſſion of the 
love of God and Chriſt that is in it, and the eſpecial acts — 
of faith and love that are required ok us in this ordi- th 
* Nance. | 
I have one word now fomewhat of another nature, by 
but yet ſuch as I judge not unfeaſonable; and it is to this 8 
purpoſe, that we, who ſo frequently enjoy the privilege hy 
of the repreſentation of the death of Chriſt unto us, th; 
ought to be very diligent in enquiring after an experi- : 
nde of the power of the death of Chriſt in us. 2 
ithout this, our privilege will not be to pur advan- bros 
tage. 
The power and efficacy of the death of Chriſt, which 5 | 
we now remember in a peculiar manner, is two- fold, 7 "IM 
A 1. Towards God, as the conſummation of the facri- we 
fice of atonement, This we have often ſpoke to. - _ 
2. Towards our own ſouls, towards the church; and * 
at is to be an example, a precept, a pattern of what * 


Oy 


* be wrqught in us. In this ſenſe the power of the _ 
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death of Chriſt is its efficacy to conformity with Chriſt | 


in his death. It is to be crucified with Chriſt;” as the 
apoſtle ſpeaks, Gal. ii. 20, Power comes forth from the 
desth of Chriſt, if received by faith in a due-manner, to 
render us conformable to him in the death of fin in us. 
The apoſtle has a great and glorious word concerning 
himſelf, 2 Cor. iv. 10. © Always bearing about in the 
body, the dying of the Lord Jeſus.” I acknowledge, 
the words are uſually applied to the repreſentation of 


the ſufferings of Chriſt, in the ſufferings of the miniſters 


of the goſpel, concerning which the apoſtle there diſ- 
courſes ; but the antitheſis in the following words, 
© that the life of Jeſus might be-manifeſt in our body," 
does certainly lead to a larger ſenſe. Then, bretkren, 
we may have an experience of the power of Chriſt in 
us, when we can ſay, we always carry about with us the 
dying of the Lord Jeſus, to carry it in our meditation, 
to carry it in our converſation, to carry it in our con- 


ſtant umverfal endeavours for conformity to it-; and 


without this we have not experience of the power of 
his death in us, and it will not avail us to have the na- 
ture of his death repreſented to us. | 
1. We are always to © carry about the dying of Je- 
fus Chriſt,” in our thoughts and meditations. Ot 
our thoughts were much fixed upon it! I verily'believe 


that the life of faith doth anſwer in proportion to our 


thoughts about the dying of Jeſus. The dying of Jeſus 
compriſeth the love from whence he died, the death it- 
ſelf he died, and the end for which he died. Let us 
carry about-us always thoughts hereof, for his ſake who 
loved us, and who died for us. Meditate more on theſe 
things, 


2. In our converſation. It is not a time to reflect up- 


on any, unleſs I did it upon myſelf. But truly, bre- 


thren, 4 am afraid we do not carry about and manifeſt 
to all the dying of the Lord Jeſus in our converſation 


to perform all things, ſo as it may appear and be made 
manife{t to ourſelves: and others, that our hearts are ſet 


upon his dying love, that we have not ſuch quick, ſuch 
active, and vigorous affections to the world, and the 
things of the world, nor that fury of diligence after 


them and in them, as other men have, and we have hgd 
we cannot do it; the dying of the Lord ſeſus cru 


— 
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gur hearts. Theſe are hard words I know; how far 
from our practice But if we live not in an endeavour 
after it, in all things to manifeit that our hearts are full 
of the dying of the Lord Jefus, we have not experience 
of the power of it in our fouls. Theſe things depend 


on one another, If we dwelt more upon this ſubje& in 


our meditations, we ſhould manifeſt it, and carry-it a- 
bout, and repreſent it more in our converſation, 

3. Carry, it about in a conitant endeavour for confor- 
mity to Jeſus Chriſt in all things in his death. Did 
Chriſt die, and ſhall fin live? Was he crucified in the 
world, and (hall we have quick and lively affections to 
the world? O where is the temper and ſpirit of that a- 
poſtle, who by * the crois of Chriſt was crucified to the 
world, and the world crucified to him ?” It there be a- 
ny among us that ſhould be indulgent to the life of any 
one luſt or corruption, ,that ſoul can have no experience 
of the power of the death of Chriſt in himſelf, cannot 
carry about him the dying of Chriſt. Endeavour to de- 
ſtroy ſin, that we may be like unto Chriſt. 


I will not make particular application of theſe things 


to all the concerns of our walk, but leave it with you, 
with this word, begging of-you, and my own heart, and 
of God for us all, that having theſe bleſſed repreſenta- 
tions of the-death of Chriſt to us, we may have no reſt 
in our ſpirits, but when we have experience of the powes 
of the death of Chriſt in us. 


* 


— 
DISCOURSE xxv. 
Sepgember 20. 1682. TY 


TFT is a common received notion among Chriſtians, and 
it is true, that there is a peculiar communion with 
Chriſt in this ordinance, which we have in no other or- 
dinance: that there is a peculiar acting of faith in this 
} ” which is in no other ordinance. This is the 
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faith of the whole church of Chriſtp and has beeri'ſo in 
all ages. This is the greateſt myſtery vf all the practi- 
cals of our Chriſtian religion, a way of receiving Chriſt 
by cating and drinking, ſomething pecullar that is not 
in prayer, that is not in the hearing of he word, nor in 


any other part of divine worſhip whatſoever; #-peculiar 


participation of Chriſt, a peculiar acting of faith towards 
Chriſt. This participation of Chriſt is not carnal, but 
ſpiritual. In the beginning of the miniſtry of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, when he began to inſtruct them in the com- 
munication of himſelf, and the benefit of his mediation 
to believers, becauſe it was a new thing, he expreſſes it 
by © eating his fleſh, and drinking his blood,“ John vi. 
53. » Unleſs ye eat the fleſh, and drink the blood of the 
Son of man, ye have no life in you.” This offended 
and amazed them. They thought he taught them to 
eat his natural fleſh and blood. How can this man 


give us his fleſh to eat? They thought he inſtructed 


them to be canibals. Whereupon he gives that ever- 
laſting rule for the guidance of the church, which the 
church forſook, and thereby ruined itſelf; faith he, 
6 It is the Spirit that quickeneth, the fleſh profiteth no- 
thing; the words that I ſpeak, they are ſpirit, and they 
are life.” It is a ſpiritual communication, faith be, of 
myſelf unto you; but it is as intimate, and gives as real 
an incorporation, as if you 'did eat my fleth and drink 
my blood. The church forſaking this rule of a ſpirit- 


ual interpretation, ruined itſelf, and ſet up a monſter, in- 


ſtead of this bleſſed myſterious ordinance. 


We may enquire, therefore, how faith doth peculiar- 


ly act itſeif towards Chriſt in this ordinance, whereby 
we have a diſtinct participation of Chriſt, otherwiſe than 
we have by and in any other ordinance whatſoever. 
And I would mention four things unto you, which you 
may make uſe of. | 
1. That faith hath a peculiar reſpe& to the ſole au- 
thority of Chriſt in the inſtitution of this ordinance. 
All other ordinances draw upon the light of nature, 
and upon the moral law, as prayer, preaching the word, 
and ſinging of pſalms to the praiſe of God; but this, 
that we ſhould receive Jeſus by eating of bread, and 


drinking of wine, has no reſpe& to the light 
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ture; or the moral law at all; and we ſhould as ſoon; 


: chuſe to honour God by ſacrifices, and eating the fleſh. 


of them, if it were not for the authority of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Herein doth faith give honour to Chriſt in his kingly 


office. This is the moſt direct profeſſion of the ſubjec- . 


tion of our ſouls and conſciences to the authority of 
Chriſt, in all our religion. We can give no other rea- 
ſon, we can take no alluſion from things, but merely this, 
Chriſt would have it ſo. 

2. Faith hath a peculiar reſpect to the love of Chriſt 
in dying for us, making the atonement ſor us by his 
blood, and therein the glorifying. of the wiſdom, love, 
and grace of God the Father. Faith is led into ſpecial 
communion with Chriſt as dying for us to make the a- 
tonement; and therein we give glory to Chriſt in his 
prieſtly office in a peculiar manner in this ordinance, it 
reſpecting the ſacrifice of Chriſt, whereby he made a- 
tonement for us. 

3. Faith hath reſpect to this ſpecial manner of the 
exhibition of Chriſt to the ſouls of believers, under the 
outward ſigns and ſymbols of bread and wine by his in- 
ſtitution, making ſuch a ſacramental union between the 
thing ſignified and the ſign, that the figns remaining to 


be what they are in themſelves, they are unto us the 


thing that is ſignified, by virtue of the ſacramental union 


+ that Chriſt bath appointed between his body and blood, 


and the benefits of it; and this bread and wine, though 
not changed at all in themſelves, yet they become to us 
by faith, not what they are in themſelves, but what is 
ſigoified by them, the body and blood of Chriſt.” 
Herein we give glory to Chriſt in his prophetical office. 
It is he who has revealed, taught, and inſtructed his 
church in this truth, Which depends on the ſacramental 
union which follows by his inſtitutioa, That is the 


third thing wherein faith peculiarly acts itfelf in this or- 


dinance. i 
4. The fourth thing is, the myſteriouſnels, which 1 


leave to your experience, for it is beyond expreſſion, the 
myſterious reception of Chriſt in this peculiar way of 
exhibition, There is a reception of Chriſt as tendered 


in the promiſe of the goſpel; but here is a peculiar way 
J "& exhibition under outward ſigns, and a myſterious 
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reception of him in them really, C6 as to come to a rek 
ſubſtantial incorporation in our ſou This is that which 


believers ought to labour aſter an experience of in them- 
ſelves; to find that indeed under theſe four confidera- 


tions, they ſubmit to the authority of Jeſus. Chriſt in a 


peculiar manner, giving him the glory of his kingly of- 
fice; mixing faith with him as dying and making atone- 


ment by his blood, ſo giving him the glory and honour 
of his prieſtly office; much conſidering the ſacramental 
union that is, by his inſtitution, between the. outward: 
figns and the thing ſignified, thus glorifying him in his 


prophetical office; and raiſing up their ſouls to a my. 


ſterious reception and incorporation of him, receiving 
him to dwell in them, warning, cheriſhing, comforting and 


ſtrengthening their hearts, 


which you may be tried with. There is but one plauſi- 
ble 2 that our adverſaries, who deſign to oppreſs 
us, 


elements into the ſubſtance of the body and blood of 


Chriſt, ſhew you a way whereby you may have a peculiar 
Vith Chriſt, any more than in the word 


preached. We ſay, we have in theſe things experience 
of a peculiar communion with Chriſt, in a way made 


I have mentioned. theſe things as thoſe which lie iir 
your practice, and to obviate that (if I may mention it) 


ave in this buſineſs: If, ſay they, there be not a- 
real preſence and a real ſubſtantial tranſmutation of the 


1 3 => 
2 « 2 
o , 
2 3 
v4 = , 
* 
<< "4 
R 4 
an " &« 
© = 


ax” 


1 


proper to this ordinance, which is not to be found in any 


other ordinance. » 
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